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For Release:  IMMEDIATELY
 
CITY OF NEW YORK TO RENAME WEST 103RD STREET HUMPHREY BOGART PLACE IN HONOR OF THE LATE ACTOR’S CHILDHOOD HOME
 
 
On Saturday, June 24th at noon, the City of New York will hold a brief ceremony to unveil a new sign designating the secondary name for West 103rd Street between Broadway and West End Avenue as Humphrey Bogart Place.  Bogart, an icon of American cinema, who starred in such seminal Hollywood films as Casablanca, To Have and Have Not, and The Maltese Falcon, lived at 245 West 103rd Street from his birth in 1899 until the age of 23.  The son of Dr. Belmont Deforrest Bogart and his artist wife Maude (née Humphrey), Bogart attended the Trinity School on West 91st until 1916.  He moved from the Upper West Side to the Upper East Side while he pursued roles in the New York theater, eventually leaving New York City altogether for Hollywood, where he was contracted by Warner Brothers Studio and began his illustrious film career.
 
Gary Dennis, owner of the Upper West Side independent video store Movie Place on West 105th Street, single-handedly organized the petition to recognize the building and block where Bogart lived.  “I believe that this honor is due not only to the Upper West Side, which can proudly boast that Humphrey Bogart once walked its streets, but it is also due Bogart, a Hollywood legend borne of the culture of artistic intelligentsia that has always characterized the Upper West Side.”  Dennis, who grew up on West End Avenue and 103rd Street and now lives on Riverside Drive and 104th Street, is thrilled with the City’s positive response.  In addition to the street renaming, a plaque commemorating Bogart’s first residence was recently installed on the brownstone at 245 West 103rd Street by the New York City Housing Authority, which owns the building.
 
Bogart’s widow, the screen legend Lauren Bacall, and his son with Bacall, Stephen, are scheduled to attend the event.  Also attending will be Chairman Tino Hernandez of the New York City Housing Authority, Adrian Benepe Commissioner of the Department Parks and Recreation, Brian G. Andersson Commissioner of the New York City Department of Records, Melissa Mark Viverito, Council Member District 8 and Daniel J. O’Donnell Assemblymember 69th A.D.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:  Gary Dennis (212) 864-4620 or movieplace@verizon.net 






