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Neighborhood
Pours Out For
Bogart, Bacall

he light rain on Saturday, June 24

seemed just what the director or-
dered. A bright, sunlit day would have
been the wrong atmosphere in which
to honor Humphrey Bogart. It wasn t
quite as steamy as the African Queen
jungle nor as shadowed as the Casa-
blanca tarmac but W. 103rd St. between
Broadway and West End Ave. that
morning was classic Bogie territory as
the Humphrey Bogart Place street sign
and the plague on 245, his childhood
home, were unveiled.

An umbrellaed crowd of some 200
neighbors, city of cials, politicians
and gawkers cheered as the object of
their shared affection drove up. Lauren
Bacall, Bogart s sometime co-star and
fourth and last wife, stepped from their
son Stephen s car to applause and the
clicking of cameras. At 82, she looked
great and only a momentary Where s
Stephen? in her strong, low voice
belied her star s presence in the press
of her fans as she was escorted to the
podium.

Waiting for her in front of the former
Bogart residence were Gary Dennis,
proprietor of Movie Place on W. 105th
St., the prime mover in the recognition
effort, Tino Hernandez, chairman of the
New York Housing Authority (the cur-
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Major Renovations Scheduled
At W. 96th St. Subway Station

By David L. Reich

he sorry condition of the W. 96th
I St. subway station on Broadway

is scheduled to change, but not
for a while. At a meeting of the Com-
munity Board 7 Transportation Com-
mittee in May, MTA New York City
Transit and its architectural partners
presented their plans to add elevator
access, reduce the number of stair steps
for platform access and increase the
number of turnstiles. The work is still
in the design stage. Contracts should
be awarded by the end of the year and
work might start in the second or third
quarter of 2007. The project is expected
to take three years to complete. The
station is scheduled to be in operation
throughout the renovation.

The improvements are centered
around the replacement of two subway
entrances at W. 96th St. by a “head
house” similar in function to the one
on Broadway at W. 72nd St. though the
outside appearance would be quite dif-
ferent. The new head house would be
built just north of W. 95th St. in the mall
that runs down the center of Broadway.
It would have large, curved girders on
the east and west sides evocative of
19th-century railroad terminals. The
entries at the north and south ends
would be protected overhead by curved
translucent panels. To accommodate the
head house, the mall would be widened

and the three lanes of vehicular trafyc in
each direction on Broadway would be
realigned around the widened mall.

A plaza would be created in the mall
north of the station house to W. 96th St.,
which would include benches, trees and
other plantings. North of W. 96th St.,
the Broadway Mall Community Center,
the small building housing art shows
and other events, would remain as it is
with a slight widening of the mall on
the east side.

Inside the head house, the plans in-
clude more turnstiles than are currently
available at W. 96th St. There would
also be a single fare booth. Thirty-two
steps down one of four stairways in the
station house would take a passenger
directly to the uptown or downtown
platform. Currently, that walk takes 65
steps, yrst going down two pights to the
lower level transverse and then going
back up to the platform. The transverse
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BLOCK ASSOCIATION
MEETINGS

Regular Block Association meetings
are held twelve times a year, usually on
the second Tuesday of every month.

TIME: 8:00 p.m.
PLACE: 306 W. 102nd St.

The next three meetings are scheduled
for Sept. 12, Oct. 10 and Nov. 14.
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Drawing of Broadway from W. 94th St. to W. 97th St. showing the widened mall, shifted trafyc lanes and new head
house in the mall just north of W. 95th St. This is an annotated portion of an image from the CB7 presentation in May.
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would remain in use for the movement
of customers between the uptown and
downtown platforms.

So, what’s the catch? Why did more
than 50 community residents engage in
a “spirited discussion” at the CB7 meet-
ing according to the minutes posted on
the CB7 website?

The main issue was the reduction in
sidewalk space on both sides of Broad-
way, from W. 94th St. to W. 97th St.,
in order to accommodate the realigned
trafyc lanes around the new head house.
Those sidewalks are now about 24 feet
wide from the buildings to the curb.

The reduction would leave a minimum
of 15 feet of sidewalk width on each of
those three blocks.

The most prominent narrowing is
shown opposite the head house be-
tween W. 95th St. and W. 96th St. in
the drawing above. On those blocks,
the sidewalks would be reduced by the
full nine feet but no parking spaces are
planned on those blocks so there are no
parking meters to interfere with pedes-
trian activity. Also, no street furniture,
such as a kiosk, is indicated on the plans
presented at the CB7 meeting.

On the other two blocks, north and
south of the head house, the sidewalks

would taper from their current full
width to accommodate a few metered
parking spaces and, between W. 96th St.
and W. 97th St., the uptown and down-
town M104 bus stops. As the project
is still in its design phase and issues
such as street furniture are handled by
the NYC Department of Transportation
(e.g. bus shelters) and the NYC Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs (e.g. news-
tands), modiycations may still be made
before the ynal plan is put out for bids.
More images from the May 16th
Transportation Committee presentation
are available for viewing on the CB7
website, cb7.org.

Great Finds, Cool Buys: West 104th Street

Hosts Its 17th Annual

utumn’s coming and so is the West

104th Street Yard Sale! Join the
fun on Saturday, Sept. 16 (raindate Sept.
17) from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. as vendors
line the block from West End Ave. to
Riverside Dr. to sell their wares (go to
bloomingdale.org to get a space). Need
some lightly used pots? Pretty vintage
glass? Children’s books? Wander
aroundd youbll ynd all that and more
stacked on 60-plus vendor tables. Relax
to an eclectic lineup of live music with
folksinger Rachel Garlin in the morning
followed by the jazz rhythms of Joe Gi-
glio, classic rock from duo Foley Road
and Josh Levine’s Latin combo. Visit
the book table (best-selling mysteries

Yard Sale

and cookbooks are featured) and the
bake table (delicious don’t-miss lemon
cupcakes)d all proceeds beneyt the
104th St. Block Association. Bid on
Silent Auction items (gift certiycates
from local restaurants and merchants
including Bank Street Bookstore and
Liberty House, antiques, framed classic
posters and more!) or have a hamburger
cooked to order. New this year is the
i$104 for 104tho rafped a $2 ticket
could win you $104. And do stop by
the block association table and sign the
Landmark West! petition to landmark
the Automat on West 104th and Broad-
way. It’ll be a great day in the neigh-
borhood—see you there!

The West 102nd & 103rd
Streets Block Association
Newsletter

Published four times a year.
Hedy Campbell and David L.
Reich, co-editors. Comments
and questions related to the As-
sociation or Newsletter are wel-
comed. Send US Mail to News-
letter Editor, P.O. Box 1940, New
York, NY 10025 or email to info@
w102-103blockassn.org. Phone
messages may be left at (212)
866-5769. Faxes may be sent to
(212) 866-5916. Recent issues
of the Newsletter may be viewed
at //www.bloomingdale.org/
newsletter102-103.htm
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