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WFST 102ND & 103RD STREETS BLOCK ASSOCIATION

Neighborhood
Pours Out For
Bogart, Bacall

he light rain on Saturday, June 24

seemed just what the director or-
dered. A bright, sunlit day would have
been the wrong atmosphere in which
to honor Humphrey Bogart. It wasn t
quite as steamy as the African Queen
jungle nor as shadowed as the Casa-
blanca tarmac but W. 103rd St. between
Broadway and West End Ave. that
morning was classic Bogie territory as
the Humphrey Bogart Place street sign
and the plague on 245, his childhood
home, were unveiled.

An umbrellaed crowd of some 200
neighbors, city of cials, politicians
and gawkers cheered as the object of
their shared affection drove up. Lauren
Bacall, Bogart s sometime co-star and
fourth and last wife, stepped from their
son Stephen s car to applause and the
clicking of cameras. At 82, she looked
great and only a momentary Where s
Stephen? in her strong, low voice
belied her star s presence in the press
of her fans as she was escorted to the
podium.

Waiting for her in front of the former
Bogart residence were Gary Dennis,
proprietor of Movie Place on W. 105th
St., the prime mover in the recognition
effort, Tino Hernandez, chairman of the
New York Housing Authority (the cur-
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Major Renovations Scheduled
At W. 96th St. Subway Station

By David L. Reich

he sorry condition of the W. 96th
I St. subway station on Broadway

is scheduled to change, but not
for a while. At a meeting of the Com-
munity Board 7 Transportation Com-
mittee in May, MTA New York City
Transit and its architectural partners
presented their plans to add elevator
access, reduce the number of stair steps
for platform access and increase the
number of turnstiles. The work is still
in the design stage. Contracts should
be awarded by the end of the year and
work might start in the second or third
quarter of 2007. The project is expected
to take three years to complete. The
station is scheduled to be in operation
throughout the renovation.

The improvements are centered
around the replacement of two subway
entrances at W. 96th St. by a “head
house” similar in function to the one
on Broadway at W. 72nd St. though the
outside appearance would be quite dif-
ferent. The new head house would be
built just north of W. 95th St. in the mall
that runs down the center of Broadway.
It would have large, curved girders on
the east and west sides evocative of
19th-century railroad terminals. The
entries at the north and south ends
would be protected overhead by curved
translucent panels. To accommodate the
head house, the mall would be widened

and the three lanes of vehicular trafyc in
each direction on Broadway would be
realigned around the widened mall.

A plaza would be created in the mall
north of the station house to W. 96th St.,
which would include benches, trees and
other plantings. North of W. 96th St.,
the Broadway Mall Community Center,
the small building housing art shows
and other events, would remain as it is
with a slight widening of the mall on
the east side.

Inside the head house, the plans in-
clude more turnstiles than are currently
available at W. 96th St. There would
also be a single fare booth. Thirty-two
steps down one of four stairways in the
station house would take a passenger
directly to the uptown or downtown
platform. Currently, that walk takes 65
steps, yrst going down two pights to the
lower level transverse and then going
back up to the platform. The transverse

Continued on Page 2

BLOCK ASSOCIATION
MEETINGS

Regular Block Association meetings
are held twelve times a year, usually on
the second Tuesday of every month.

TIME: 8:00 p.m.
PLACE: 306 W. 102nd St.

The next three meetings are scheduled
for Sept. 12, Oct. 10 and Nov. 14.
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Drawing of Broadway from W. 94th St. to W. 97th St. showing the widened mall, shifted trafyc lanes and new head
house in the mall just north of W. 95th St. This is an annotated portion of an image from the CB7 presentation in May.
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would remain in use for the movement
of customers between the uptown and
downtown platforms.

So, what’s the catch? Why did more
than 50 community residents engage in
a “spirited discussion” at the CB7 meet-
ing according to the minutes posted on
the CB7 website?

The main issue was the reduction in
sidewalk space on both sides of Broad-
way, from W. 94th St. to W. 97th St.,
in order to accommodate the realigned
trafyc lanes around the new head house.
Those sidewalks are now about 24 feet
wide from the buildings to the curb.

The reduction would leave a minimum
of 15 feet of sidewalk width on each of
those three blocks.

The most prominent narrowing is
shown opposite the head house be-
tween W. 95th St. and W. 96th St. in
the drawing above. On those blocks,
the sidewalks would be reduced by the
full nine feet but no parking spaces are
planned on those blocks so there are no
parking meters to interfere with pedes-
trian activity. Also, no street furniture,
such as a kiosk, is indicated on the plans
presented at the CB7 meeting.

On the other two blocks, north and
south of the head house, the sidewalks

would taper from their current full
width to accommodate a few metered
parking spaces and, between W. 96th St.
and W. 97th St., the uptown and down-
town M104 bus stops. As the project
is still in its design phase and issues
such as street furniture are handled by
the NYC Department of Transportation
(e.g. bus shelters) and the NYC Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs (e.g. news-
tands), modiycations may still be made
before the ynal plan is put out for bids.
More images from the May 16th
Transportation Committee presentation
are available for viewing on the CB7
website, cb7.org.

Great Finds, Cool Buys: West 104th Street

Hosts Its 17th Annual

utumn’s coming and so is the West

104th Street Yard Sale! Join the
fun on Saturday, Sept. 16 (raindate Sept.
17) from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. as vendors
line the block from West End Ave. to
Riverside Dr. to sell their wares (go to
bloomingdale.org to get a space). Need
some lightly used pots? Pretty vintage
glass? Children’s books? Wander
aroundd youbll ynd all that and more
stacked on 60-plus vendor tables. Relax
to an eclectic lineup of live music with
folksinger Rachel Garlin in the morning
followed by the jazz rhythms of Joe Gi-
glio, classic rock from duo Foley Road
and Josh Levine’s Latin combo. Visit
the book table (best-selling mysteries

Yard Sale

and cookbooks are featured) and the
bake table (delicious don’t-miss lemon
cupcakes)d all proceeds beneyt the
104th St. Block Association. Bid on
Silent Auction items (gift certiycates
from local restaurants and merchants
including Bank Street Bookstore and
Liberty House, antiques, framed classic
posters and more!) or have a hamburger
cooked to order. New this year is the
i$104 for 104tho rafped a $2 ticket
could win you $104. And do stop by
the block association table and sign the
Landmark West! petition to landmark
the Automat on West 104th and Broad-
way. It’ll be a great day in the neigh-
borhood—see you there!

The West 102nd & 103rd
Streets Block Association
Newsletter

Published four times a year.
Hedy Campbell and David L.
Reich, co-editors. Comments
and questions related to the As-
sociation or Newsletter are wel-
comed. Send US Mail to News-
letter Editor, P.O. Box 1940, New
York, NY 10025 or email to info@
w102-103blockassn.org. Phone
messages may be left at (212)
866-5769. Faxes may be sent to
(212) 866-5916. Recent issues
of the Newsletter may be viewed
at //www.bloomingdale.org/
newsletter102-103.htm
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of W. 103rd St. and Broadway where
the new street sign had been in-
stalled by the Department of Trans-
portation early that morning. With
all the guests and the of cials and
| the politicians assembled, Stephen
Bogart tugged on the dangling string
and the paper covering slid off as a
great cheer went up from the crowd.
The event was over but the fans,
the reporters and the photographers
hadn t had enough. More poses,
more answers and nally, Ms. Bacall
moved slowly toward the car with
a phalanx of police sweeping away
the onlookers in front of her. Sitting
in the passenger seat, she graciously
accepted soggy programs, books and
even DVDs for an autograph. Then Ste-
phen drove up the block and they were
gone.

Continued from Page 1
rent owner of the brownstone), New

York City Councilmember for the
8th District, Melissa Mark Viverito
and Brian Andersson, Commissioner
of the NYC Department of Records.
Gary Dennis opened the proceed-
ings with reminiscences of growing
up just down the block, his love of
movies and his astonishment at nd-
ing out that his idol had lived near-
by. Chairman Hernandez followed,
remarking that the city had chosen
to renovate the row of brownstones
rather than doom them to the fate of
demolition shared by so many oth-
ers in the 1960 s era of slum clear-
ance and urban renewal.
Councilmember Mark Viverito, one
of the sponsors of the street renaming
bill, brie y added her congratulations

NelghborhoodPours Out For Bogart Bacall

Photo Hedy Campbell
Lauren Bacall unveils plaque on 245 W. 103rd
St. with Tino Hernandez (far left), Gary Dennis
(second from left) and St. Clair Clement (right).

Tﬁis site is the childhood home of

and presented Ms. Bacall and her son Humphrey DeForest Bogart The Housing Authority s Edwidge
with an oversized version of the new 1899 - 1957 ; Price, from the Special Events Unit, was
i Mr. Bogart lived at this site from the :

Humphrey Bogart Place st_regt sign. umseﬂfe e botn antl 1923; happy that the sound eqUIpme_nt and all
She was followed by Commissioner During a film career that spanned her other arrangements had withstood
Andersson recalling the neighborhood s almost 30 years and 75 films, the rain. Kathy Ralph, a Block Asso-

f d d showi hoto. f Mr. Bogart became not only a mythical L h h
ormer days and showing a photo, from American hero but a popular culture ciation board member, was happy that

the 1930 s, of the building on a quiet icon known worldwide. her persistence had convinced Bacall
street with the brownstone s stoop still “He s endowed with the pressese gife to come. Marlene Lee, another board

H . erson can have: talent. A

in place. He also held up a picture of The who world came to recognize it.” member, was delighted that her posters
Bacall s childhood home in the Bronx a John Huston & had brought out such a crowd. And Of-
but she, standing behind him focussed Photo: Kevin Devoe  CeI' Betsy Gonzalez, from the Commu-
only on Bogie, dismissed it with a wave  and the celebration. Turning around, nity Affairs of ce at the 24th Precinct,
of her hand. she unveiled the plaque (see above), who coordinated the police presence,

Then, on behalf of her late hushand which Tino Hernandez read out loud. was happy that it had all gone so well
and her son, Ms. Bacall addressed the Moments later, the crowd moved and she had gotten an autograph from

crowd with thanks for the remembrance  down the street to the southwest corner Lauren Bacall to boot.

Lauren Stahl
Reiki Practitioner

REAL ESTATE .
Feng Shui Consultant
Rick Wohlfarth RQ'BNY Ofyce: 21'2:;3)(6:62-12?& 2e_x5t.aé(5) 235 West 102" Street
Cellular: 917-882-0815 New York, NY 10025
890 West End Avenue Residence: 212-316-9128
New York, NY 10025-3526 e-mail: fpwohlfarth@wohlfarth.com Tel. 917-670-1327
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Another Disaster Just Misses UWS: Are You Prepared?

By Alan Leidner

t’s a summer heat wave with tempera-

tures over 95 degrees, day after day.
The tar is softening on the roads and
everyone is seeking relief. Then some
feeder cables burn up or, worse, the
power grid collapses. Air conditioners,
fans, refrigerators, cordless phones and
emergency equipment all shut down and
indoor temperatures start to rise danger-
ously. In many buildings, upper poors
cannot get water because pumps no lon-
ger work. Then, one by one, vulnerable
individuals, old and young, start to be
overcome by the heat.

Sound implausible? It can’t happen
here? Just think about the recent power
outage in Astoria. Think about heat
waves in Chicago and California where
hundreds died. Similar scenarios could
be written about a hurricane striking
the City or another terrorist attack. The
truth is, disasters can happen here, and
already have.

That’s why being prepared is so im-
portant to you and your family. While
we all believe we will be spared, it just
makes good sense to take precautions.
You know nothing bad will happen to
you, but just in case....

Over the past two years, people on the
Upper West Side have joined in the cre-
ation of an innovative disaster prepared-
ness program called All Together Now
(ATN), developed by David Gershon,
President of the Empowerment Institute,
a Woodstock, N'Y-based group specializ-

ing in community organizing. ATN has
received funds from the Department of
Justice through the efforts of Sen. Hill-
ary Clinton and from the Sloan Founda-
tion. Our Community Board 7 is col-
laborating with ATN and the program
has been endorsed by Councilmember
Gale Brewer and by Manhattan Bor-
ough President Scott Stringer.

Unlike other preparedness programs
that simply make you aware of the
actions you need to take through bro-
chures, subway ads and TV spots, All
Together Now uses an active team ap-
proach. Building and block leaders
are recruited from existing community
associations and assisted in forming
teams of neighbors. Then, guided step-
by-step by an attractive handbook, team
members meet about four times over
the course of several months to plan
and take preparedness actions that they
select as appropriate for themselves and
their families. Action options include
stocking a supply of fresh water and
food, acquiring pashlights and other
gear to be independent of the electricity
supply, assembling a go-bag for use in a
hasty departure, etc.

And it works! In pilot programs,
ATN team members, through a modest
investment in time, completed an aver-
age of ten activities to become the most
prepared individuals in their neighbor-
hoods. Within our Block Association,
both 299 Riverside Dr. (at W. 102nd St.)
and 875 West End Ave. (at W. 103rd St.)

were among the most successful of hun-
dreds of buildings citywide participat-
ing in the program. Additionally, team
members get to know each other better,
which can come in handy in an emer-
gency, but also makes your building a
friendlier place in which to live.

Those who wish to be better prepared
but decide not to join a team can opt
for a Single Household Program. Par-
ticipants in both programs can use the
website of the Empowerment Institute,
empowermentinstitute.net/atn, to get
preparedness tips, buying advice and
encouragement from past program par-
ticipants. Furthermore, the program
does not end when the ynal prepared-
ness action is taken. ATN encourages
each building to form a permanent
resiliency team that seeks to maintain
existing levels of preparedness by, for
example, reminding residents to change
pashlight and radio batteries each year,
forming new teams among willing
neighbors, working to safeguard vulner-
able individuals and sharing the latest
information from city, state and federal
emergency management authorities.

Our Block Association has agreed to
support a new round of building and
block leader recruitment and training
starting this Fall. 1f you are interested
or just want more information for your
family, your co-op or your tenants as-
sociation, call Alan Leidner at 212-678-
7085. Ask about the information ses-
sion that will be held in September.

AR

Home ~
Office

GANIFEP
gEUTTE? Fﬁéﬁ

Fall Tune-Ups
TAKE ACTION

Call Today / Inquiries Welcomed

212-663-6409

Angel Nook Inn
14 Surf Ave. Ocean Grove, NJ

Stay with a 310 Riverside neighbor
Accessible from NYC by train or bus

732-502-0081

www.angelnookinn.com
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Landmarks Commission Considers Status of Former Automat

Partially hidden, mostly ignored, an
architectural gem on the southeast
corner of Broadway and W. 104th St.
topped the agenda at the June 27th
meeting of the New York City Land-
marks Preservation Commission. Led
by Chairman Robert Tierney, the com-
missioners heard a report from their
research department on the history and
importance of the former Horn & Hard-
art Automat restaurant building and
listened to a series of public comments
in support of its landmark designation.
Now housing a RiteAid drugstore
on its ground oor, the building still
exhibits some of the terracotta and other
Art Deco elements that were prominent
features during the Automat s heyday
in the 1920 s to the 1940 s until 1991
when the last one ceased operations.
Even more of the original facade of this
particular restaurant still exists than can
be seen by today s pedestrians. When
RiteAid was designing their storefront,
they were convinced by the untiring ef-
forts of a local preservationist, Michael
Gotkin, to protect the Automat s bronze

Statement at the Landmarks Commission
Hearing on the Former Automat Building

hairman Tierney, members of the Commission: | am David Reich, the chair-
man of the West 102nd & 103rd Streets Block Association and, to quote
a previous speaker, “a vestige of a bygone era” as a former Automat customer.
Our 2000 households reside within a few blocks of the old Horn & Hardart
building on Broadway at West 104th St. Our neighborhood is experiencing
increased development, which is destroying our architectural heritage, leaving
mostly smooth surfaces that rise far beyond the distance a person might walk or a

human voice might carry.

Variety of detail and human scale are critical aspects of the Upper West Side as
seen in the character of the residents, the economic diversity and the architecture
as well. A Horn & Hardart restaurant was for me, as a small boy, a great symbol
of modernity and a great example of democracy. The colored terracotta of this
buildingts facade exempliyes the idea that even the small things are important.
Preservation of artistic detail and human scale in our neighborhood is of great
consequence to the members of our Block Association. Please designate this for-
mer Horn & Hardart building as a landmark worth preserving. Thank you.

Anthony Bellov

Video Productions

T

Broadcast-quality video of
Live Performances, Industrials,
Special Events, Promotionals,

Real Estate & Insurance Projects,
Demos & Reels

No project too small or too large.

Contact us for an estimate.

Special Rates for
Block Association Residents

Anthony Bellov, principal partner
(212) 663-6748

and granite exterior at street level. It
remains, carefully wrapped, behind the
at panels of the drugstore. Few exam-
ples of this commercial architecture are
left in the city. In the heated develop-
ment atmosphere of the neighborhood,
this one, a low building on the corner of
a busy street, is at risk of replacement
by a more pro table highrise.
Landmark West!, the non-pro t pres-
ervation organization that focusses on
Manhattan s Upper West Side, has been
seeking landmark status for the build-
ing. Its director, Kate Wood, solicited
support from the Block Association
and other groups interested in preserv-
ing our neighborhood s architectural

character. A staff member of Landmark
West! addressed the Commission along
with representatives of several politi-
cians, neighborhood groups such as
ours (see box above) and organizations
interested in terracotta ornamentation
and the Art Deco movement.

Notable among the speakers was Mar-
ianne Hardart, the great-granddaughter
of one of the Automat s founders, who
has published, with Lorraine Diehl, a
collection of Automat recipes and remi-
niscences. They have an informative
website at theautomat.net. To broaden
awareness of the Automat building,
Landmark West! is planning a meeting
in our neighborhood featuring a talk by

Ms. Hardart. Check

James Perez

Senior Vice President/Associate Broker

landmarkwest.org or
call (212) 496-8110
for information. A
petition supporting

Brown Harris Stevens Residential Sales, LLC
1926 Broadway, New York, NY 10023
www.brownharrisstevens.com

Tel 212.588.5656 Cell 917.902.7193  Fax 212.418.9763
Email jperez@bhsusa.com

the Landmark West!
effort will be avail-
able for signing at the
W. 104th St. Block
Association s table

at their Yard Sale on
Sept. 16.
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JUAN ROJAS CAMPOS OWNER
TIRSO HERRERA CHEF
BERNABE ROJAS CAMPOS CHEF

MAMA MEXICO MIDTOWN
214 East 49th S, NY, NY 10017 » 212-835-1316

MAMA MEXICO UPTOWN
2672 Broadway, NY, NY 10025 » 212-884-232]

OPENING SPRING 2005
MAMA MEXICO
464 Sylvan Ava,, Englewood Cliffs, N = 201-8T71-0855
www.mamamexico_com

e i

/AN AN /NN NNT/AN

Rl






