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Yard Sale Planned for May 5;
Volunteers Needed

Theater Party Set for 
Tea at Pan Asian Rep

Our annual Spring Theater Party, 
set for Sunday, June 10, will cel-

ebrate the 30th anniversary of the Pan 
Asian Repertory Theatre at a perfor-
mance of Tea by Velina Hasu Houston.  
This is an auspicious occasion, as Tea 
will be part of the ýrst National Asian 
American Theater Festival, which will 
bring outstanding Asian-American the-
ater companies and performing artists 
from around the country to New York 
City for two weeks of shows.  The play 
will be performed right in our neighbor-
hood, at West End Ave. and W. 86th St.
   This past summer brought another 
ýrst for Pan Asian Rep with its debut at 
the 10th Annual New York International 
Fringe Festival.  The group presented 
The Fan Tan King, a new musical 
adapted from a novel by C.Y. Lee, who 
wrote Flower Drum Song, the basis for 
the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical.
   Founded in 1977, Pan Asian Rep, with 
both national and international tour-
ing companies and residencies, is the 
East Coast’s largest producer of Asian-
American theater.  For 30 years, Pan 
Asian Rep has celebrated the artistic 
expressiveness of Asian and American 
theater artists.  Under the leadership of 
our neighbor, Tisa Chang, Pan Asian 
Rep has deepened our appreciation and 
understanding of the Asian-American 
cultural heritage.
   Looking back on some recent theater 
party events we see the variety and 

Block Association resident (that is, 
you live on W. 102nd or W. 103rd St. 
between Broadway and Riverside Dr. 
or on West End Ave. between W. 102nd 
and W. 103rd Sts.), you can rent one of 
the 66 available spaces, measuring 10 
feet wide by 8 feet deep, for $35; non-
residents pay $50.  The Block Associa-
tion won’t be providing tables so you 
will have to bring your own if you need 
one.  As this is a neighborhood event, 
local, non-commercial vendors will be 
given priority.    
   Each vendor will need to read the 
simple rules we have established for 
the Yard Sale and return a completed 
Vendor’s Agreement.  The rules and a 
link to the agreement can be found at 
w102-103blockassn.org, our website 
for the Yard Sale.  You can print a blank 
Vendor’s Agreement form from the 
website.  If that doesnôt work for you, 
call Yard Sale organizer Anthony Bellov 
at (212) 663-6748 for assistance.  
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BLOCK ASSOCIATION 
MEETINGS

Regular Block Association meetings
are held twelve times a year, usually on 
the second Tuesday of every month.

TIME: 8:00 p.m.
PLACE: 306 W. 102nd St.

The next three meetings are scheduled 
for Mar. 13, Apr. 10 and May 8.

The fourth Annual Block As-
sociation Spring Yard Sale is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 5 

from 10 am to 5 pm on W. 103rd Street 
between West End Ave. and Riverside 
Dr.  The rain date is Sunday, May 6.  
Admission to the Yard Sale is free; ven-
dors pay a fee to participate.  This year, 
in response to many suggestions, we 
hope to increase the variety of food and 
beverage items we offer during the day.  
To do so will require the help of addi-
tional volunteers.  There are three ways 
you can participate in this great event:
   You can help organize the sale: 
here’s an opportunity to spend a couple 
of productive hours for the beneýt of 
your neighborhood.  We need volun-
teers who can lend a hand in advance of 
the Yard Sale as well as help set up and 
clean up on the day of the event.  There 
will be þyers to be made and posted, 
other publicity to be placed, silent auc-
tion and rafþe prizes to be solicited, 
the refreshment and Block Association 
tables to staff, some setup work in the 
morning before the sale starts, and dis-
mantling and cleaning up in the after-
noon when it is over.  You get the idea.  
To get involved, please contact Marlene 
Lee, (212) 316-0434.  If you are a great 
baker or want to contribute other items 
for the refreshment table, please contact 
me at (212) 865-8524.    
   You can be a vendor: if you are a 

By Hedy Campbell
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   You can come and shop: it’s fascinat-
ing to see what your neighbors bring to 
the table, so to speak.  Last year there 
was an impressive array of items from  
gowns and jewelry to toys, books, CDs, 
games, small appliances, and artwork.  
No doubt youôll go home with some 
fabulous ýnds.
   While you are browsing, check out the 
Block Association table for mugs and 
baseball caps decorated with our logo 
and postcards with scenes of old Broad-
way.  And stop by the refreshment table 
for a drink, a snack, homemade cookies 
and cake, and other goodies.  
   Perhaps, after looking around, talking 
with the vendors, and encountering your 
neighbors, you’ll unearth the most valu-
able treasure of all: a heightened sense 
of connecting with your community.

Yard Sale Planned for 
May 5; Volunteers 
Needed
Continued from Page �

Tree Well Planting and Neighborhood 
Cleanup Scheduled for May 19
You walk down your street in the 

gray slush and long for the beauty 
and colors of spring.  You remember 
how clean W. 103rd St. was after the 
close of last yearôs Yard Sale and you 
wish our blocks could always look so 
nice.  Day dreams?  Not necessarily.
   Here’s your opportunity to help real-
ize these good ideas and to spend an 
enjoyable afternoon working with some 
neighbors as well.  Mark Saturday, 
May 19 on your calendar, make a note 
to get gardening gloves and email or 
call John Hewitt (jhewittmd@hotmail.
com or 212-866-0229) to join the crew.
   Each year the Block Association 
puts out a call for volunteers and buys 
plants, potting soil and fertilizer to 
beautify our neighborhood.  This year 
we are expanding the effort to include 
a general cleanup of the sidewalks and 

Invitation Goes Out To 
ñMake Music, New Yorkò

the tree wells on all our blocks. 
   Anyone interested in planting a 
particular tree well should specify the 
location when contacting John.  We will  
distribute our limited resources based 
on the needs expressed by the volun-
teers.  Our deadline for receiving plant-
ing requests is May 5 to allow time for 
acquiring the necessary materials.
   This is a great opportunity for teenag-
ers to contribute to the neighborhood 
and to earn a certiýcate from the Block 
Association attesting to their commu-
nity service.
   Details of the hours and locations of 
the cleanup and planting will be posted 
around the neighborhood in the weeks 
before May 19.  If you have any ques-
tions about the project, please contact 
John.  Donôt wait.  Now is the time to 
sign up!  

By David L. Reich

On Thursday, June 21st, the ýrst 
day of summer, professional and 

amateur musicians will perform for free 
in public spaces throughout New York 
City.  This festival of live music, called  
Make Music, New York, is being orga-
nized to bring New York City into a 
worldwide celebration on this day that 
started 25 years ago in France.
   The French originally called it “faites 
de la musiqueò (ñmake musicò), which 
sounds the same as ñf°te de la musiqueò 
(ñfestival of musicò).  You can ýnd out 
more about this history and plans for 
Make Music, New York on the website 
makemusicny.org.
   This could be a perfect opportunity 
for your Block Association to add a new 
community event to the roster that cur-
rently includes the Halloween Parade, 

Winter Solstice Caroling and the Yard 
Sale.  Among our residents are numer-
ous professional and amateur musicians 
as anyone can tell just by listening 
while walking down our streets.  We 
already have the offer of a very good 
Yamaha electric piano for use that day.  
One music teacher and her guitarist hus-
band have expressed their interest.
   The proposal is to line up a few hours 
of individual performers and groups to 
play their music during the hours of, 
say, 4 pm to 8 pm (sunset is at 8:30 pm 
on June 21st).  Possible locations would 
be the wide sidewalks at the corners of 
West End Ave. and either W. 102nd St. 
or W. 103rd St. (or both?).  We might 
even be able to close one of the side 
streets to trafýc.
   To make this happen we need an im-
mediate response from potential per-
formers and organizers.  The idea is to 
facilitate a grand outpouring of the best 
of our neighborhood.  Will you do it?!  
Say yes by calling (212) 866-5769 or by 
email to info@w102-103blockassn.org.
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What can I say?  Traditions appeal 
to me.  Getting together with 

neighbors for an annual event?  Even 
better.  Defying the elements in mid-
December and singing in a crowd – in 
public?  Unbeatable!  With Anthony 
Bellov again leading the way, supported 
by Dayle Vander Sande and Roberta 
Belulovich, this year’s caroling brought 
out some 65 singers and hummers, plus 
babies and pets, to help perpetuate this 
long-running choral custom.
   Our solstice celebration kicked off 
a bit ahead of the astronomical event 
in the darkening hours of the waning 
days of 2006, in front of 865 West End 
Ave. on December 20th.  New and im-
proved large-type song sheets decorated 
with fresh graphics were distributed 
and away we went.  At each stop, in 
response to our songs of the season, an 
audience appeared with many neighbors 
joining in from windows and stoops.
   While singing outside the Broadmoor, 
we found ourselves in the midst of an 
only-in-New-York event: a large van 
with big windows became stuck behind 
a double-parked truck.  It was a ñmitz-
vah tank,ò which Hasidim park around 
the city, welcoming in other Jews to 
renew their faith.  The carolers took 
notice and immediately sang out a Cha-
nukah song, much to the surprise of the 
van’s occupants.  Then the neighbors 
headed north on Broadway and the van, 
no longer stuck, took off to the south.

Theater Party Set for 
Tea at Pan Asian Rep
Continued from Page �
scope of the company’s projects.  Their 
most recent play, Yohen, by Philip Kan 
Gotanda, was very well received and a 
real tour de force of writing and acting.  
In 2006, we saw Elevator Sex, a piece 
based on the events of 9/11, written and 
acted by Lan Tran, which was part of 
a month-long Festival of New Works 
that provided a platform for promising 
young writers and actors.  The world 
premier of China Doll, written by 
Elizabeth Wong and based on the life 
of Anna May Wong, Hollywoodôs ýrst 
Asian-American international ýlm star 
was our treat in 2005.  We also enjoyed 
a talk that night by a biographer of the 
famous actress.  
   A former Block Association member, 
actor, director and playwright Ernest 
Abuba, was the author of Kwatz! The 
Tibetan Project, which we saw at its 
world premiere in 2004.  The previ-
ous year we were fascinated by Ruth 
Wolff’s The Empress of China, the story 
of a concubine who rose to become the 
absolute ruler of China at the turn of the 
19th century.
   In May, please watch for posters an-
nouncing theater party details.  For 
advance notice, call (212) 864-2165 or 
send email to rosalyn@clutterkit.com.  
As always, we will have a discussion 
with the director and cast after the play, 
which is sure to be lively and enlighten-
ing.  Please join us.  For more informa-
tion about Tea, visit panasianrep.org.

   After the last block was blessed with 
a ýnal Dona Nobis Pacem, the chilled 
but happy crowd enjoyed post-carol-
ing refreshments in the Master Apart-
ments lobby, thanks to the courtesy of 
building manager Seth Jucovy.  Many 
thanks also to Marlene Lee for helping  
with the new song sheets and to Nancy 
Wight and Terri Chmurak for their con-
tributions to the event’s success.
   Additional revisions to the song sheets 
are planned for next year.  If you have 
suggestions for new songs or other 
improvements, please send email to 
hedyfc@nyc.rr.com or call me at (212) 
865-8524.

Lauren Stahl
Reiki Practitioner
Feng Shui Consultant

235 West 102nd Street
New York, NY 10025
Tel. 917-670-1327
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Annual Caroling Draws Large Turnout
By Hedy Campbell
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