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West 104th Street 
BLOCK ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                                          MARCH 9, 2007 
Editor:  Nancy Lian 
 
Block Survey Yields High Response; 
Safety Leads Residents’ Concerns 

 
A survey conducted in January to solicit block residents’ 
priorities for the Block Association this year garnered an 
unexpectedly high response. A total of 87 surveys—or 
nearly a quarter of the households on the block—were 
filled out and returned. The block association listed its 
main activities on the survey, and asked residents to rate 
the importance of each on a scale of 1-5, with 5 as the 
highest rating.  
 
Security led the list, with 60 residents giving it a “5”, 
while the summertime Curbside Cafes ranked lowest, 
with 33 residents giving them only a “1”. Beautification 
also received high marks, with 42 residents giving it a 
“5”, as did neighborhood issues, which 39 residents 
rated at “5” as well. Surprisingly, the block’s signature 
event, the annual Yard Sale, scheduled this year for 
Sept. 29, scored lower than expected. The majority of 
respondents rated it at “3” or less.  
 
Many residents took advantage of a comments section 
to share their thoughts, some wishful, others practical. 
One asked “How about encouraging more beautiful 
window boxes?” Another recommended speed bumps to 
slow down traffic turning up the street. Many expressed 
continued concern about the traffic light at the 104th 
Street intersection, which the Department of 
Transportation is in the process of evaluating. The bulk 
of the complaints were leveled at dog owners (see box 
at right) who fail to curb their dogs or clean up after 
them. 
 
Residents were also asked to list one thing they would 
like to see different on the block, if possible. The 
responses showed imagination as well as humor. 
“Somehow discourage all those loud music-playing 
cars from turning off Riverside into 104th St.,” requested 
one, while another wrote “It’s too windy.” Many wanted 
to see a new tree for the empty tree pit near the 
northeast corner, which has been ordered (see story at 
right) and should be planted in April. And one positive 
resident wrote, “I can’t think of ONE thing I’d change.  
Our block is a role model for all the others.” 

 

A Tree Grows on 104th Street 

Many of you commented on the recent block 
survey about the empty tree garden at the top of 
the block. There will be a tree there come spring. 
We promise! Thanks to your dues contributions, 
we’ll get a very lovely specimen from a local 
nursery. The block association will let the Billion 
Tree Campaign (unep.org/billiontreecampaign) 
know that our tree should count toward their goal 
to plant at least one billion trees worldwide during 
2007.  

Support Your Block Association! 
 
Have you sent in your member dues yet? Please 
mail your check in today or leave it with your 
building representative. Security and other costs 
have risen. We need your help to keep our block a 
wonderful place. If you can’t give the full amount—
$120 now  or in quarterly payments of $30—please 
give whatever you can. This year, our goal is full 
block participation.    
 
Neighbors, Please Curb Your Dogs 
 
One complaint ranked above all others on the block 
survey (see left): dog owners who fail to clean up after 
their dogs. Our lovely block is frequently soiled and 
unsanitary. We ask block dog owners to please consider 
their neighbors: 
    •Take your dog to the curb. 
    •Clean up after your dog. It’s the law, and fines have 

just gone up to $250. 
    •Keep your dog leashed and under control. 
Ours is a block with families and children. Keep it nice 
for them, for your neighbors, and yourselves. 
 
The Block Association thanks all who 
answered the survey. Their priorities and 
suggestions have been very helpful in shaping 
our goals. Please send further comments to 
board@bloomingdale.org. 
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Upper West Side Rezoning Update 
 

We’re not there yet, but we’re getting close! The 
Dept. of City Planning has developed a compre-
hensive rezoning proposal for our community (97-
110 Streets, RSD to CPW) which “seeks to 
promote appropriate development that respects 
established built form, create opportunities for the 
development of affordable housing and preserve 
historic assets.” 
 
The proposed zoning substantially addresses 
community concerns.  Development on Broadway 
will be limited to a maximum height of 145 feet 
(approximately 14 stories) while side streets will 
be downzoned to R8b, a maximum building height 
of 75 feet (approximately 7 stories).  There will be 
less impetus to demolish brownstones and other 
low rise buildings on side streets. Transfer of air 
rights from side streets to avenues, which was 
key in the Ariel towers on 100th and Broadway, 
will no longer be possible.   
 
The Dept. of City Planning expects to present a 
Certified Zoning Plan to Community Board 7 in 
April which starts the ULURP process (Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure).  Then each 
government body responsible for reviewing the 
zoning proposal has a maximum time for review 
as follows: 
 
Community Board 7 Review   60 days 
Borough President Review  30 days 
City Planning commission Review  60 days 
City Council Review   50 days 
 
If there is agreement on the proposed zoning 
plan, it should be enacted into law in no more that 
200 days.  Community Board 7 and the Borough 
President have both indicated that they will greatly 
expedite their respective review processes, so it’s 
possible we could have new zoning by October.  
Until that time, development can still occur under 
the current zoning law which allows the transfer of 
air rights and does not have a maximum height 
requirement.  The proposed rezoning is at 
nyc.gov and select City Planning from the list of 
City agencies or go to the Dept.of City Planning at 
nyc.gov/html/dcp/html//upper_west_side/index.sht
ml. 
  
Contributors to this issue:  
Rosalyn Cherry, Missy Cohen, Teresa Elwert, Dru 
Heidle, Sid Herzfeld, Nancy Lian, Lee Lowenfish, Lynn 
Max, Hanna Rubin  

Preservation Commission Recommends 
Landmarking Automat 
 
The Lankmarks Preservation commission voted unanimously on 
January 30 to landmark the former Horn & Hardart 104th St. Automat, 
now a Rite-Aid Pharmacy and home of El Taller, a Latin cultural 
center. The decision was the culmination of a long campaign, 
spearheaded by Landmarks West!, to save the architecturally 
distinctive and historically significant Art Deco building.  
Neighborhood organizations, including the West 104th Street Block 
Association, joined the campaign, with members testifying at the two 
hearings that took place to determine the building’s status.  
 
The next step is for the landmark designation to be approved by City 
Council's landmarks subcommittee, then the land use committee and 
finally the full council.  The subcommittee meeting will probably be 
scheduled for a date about two months from now.  
 
The block association thanks board member Steve Zirinsky and Carol 
Goodfriend, one of our founding members, for their moving testimony 
on behalf of  preserving the building. We also thank all those block 
residents who wrote letters in support of our newest landmark. 
 
  WEST 104 STREET BLOCK ASSOCIATION 
  FINANCIAL REPORT FEBRUARY 2007 
 
  OPENING BALANCE 2/1/07:                $18,582.83         
 
  INCOME: 
   Dues                                            $8,705.00 
   Newsletter advertising                   1,250.00 
   Bank Error            .48 
                            
  TOTAL INCOME:                   $9,955.48 $ 9,955.48                     
 
  EXPENSES 
  Guard Service                               $2,698.60 
   Newsletter Production                       205.20 
   Transport Allowance Guard              120.00 
   Street Lamp Shade                           211.00 
   Stationery                                            29.40 
   Yard Sale Permit                                 15.95 
   Postage                                                 4.80 
             
  TOTAL EXPENSES           $3,284.95  $3,284.95 
   
  CLOSING BALANCE 2/28/07              $25,253.36 
 
  West 104th Street Block Association Board 
President          Hanna Rubin 315 RSD 212.865.4579 
VP/Secretary    Nancy Lian 320 RSD 212.316.6112 
Treasurer         Sid Herzfeld 895 WEA 212.749.0085 
Members          Barbara Bryan 905 WEA 212.864.5663 
           Missy Cohen 320 RSD 212.662.8710 
                        Miriam Duhan 309 W 104 212.866.2791 
           Teresa Elwert 320 RSD 212.866.4260 
           Alex Grannis 895 WEA 212.316.1644 
           Elly Ledogar 315 RSD 212.864.7148 
           Lynn Max 315 RSD 212.666.3129 
           Marsha Tantleff 315 RSD 212.932.9592 
           Gary Waskow 320 RSD 212.932.9082  
                         Steven Zirinsky 315 RSD 212.866.6732 



Block Bulletin Board 
 
Lee Lowenfish, a neighbor in 308 West 104 for 
many years, has had a fourth book published. 
Branch Rickey, Baseball’s Ferocious Gentleman is 
the story of the man who revolutionized America’s 
pastime game, baseball. Under Rickey’s direction 
in the 1940s, the Brooklyn Dodgers signed Jackie 
Robinson and other black players, thrusting 
baseball into the forefront of the civil rights 
movement. Earlier in his career, Rickey created 
baseball’s farm system, which allowed small-
market clubs to compete with rich and powerful 
clubs. Lee’s first book is The Imperfect Diamond: A 
History of Baseball’s Labor Wars. But Lee’s not 
just all about baseball! He’s also a journalist, 
broadcaster and jazz commentator. Both books 
can be purchased from Amazon or other online 
vendor. On April 9, Lee will do a book signing and 
reading at Labyrinth Books; see the Events 
Calendar on page 7 for the details. 

 
Dick Latessa and Kate Burton headed the cast of 
the Boston Huntington Theatre Company's 
production of Anton Chekhov's The Cherry 
Orchard, which played from Jan. 10 to Feb. 5.  
Dick played the role of the servant Firs.  He won 
Broadway's 2003 Tony Award as Best Featured 
Actor for his role in the musical Hairspray.  

 
Yarntopia Opens 
A knitting store just opened in our neighborhood, 
at 974 Amsterdam Avenue on the SW corner of 
108th Street.  Donna Flam, owner, is helpful, 
knowledgeable, and she has wonderful yarn to 
tempt all knitters! Donna has lived in the 
neighborhood since 1991. Donna also gives 
knitting lessons.  Call her at 212.316.9276. 

 
West 104th Street Block Association Goes National 

Hanna Rubin, Steve Zirinsky, and Sid Herzfeld are 
quoted in the March/April edition of Preservation 
Magazine, the magazine of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, in an article called “An 
Automatic Choice?” about our beloved former 
automat on 104 and Broadway.  Read the article 
on-line at http://www.nationaltrust.org./magazine/.  
Congratulations to everyone working to landmark 
the Automat. 

 
 

  Neighborhood Walking Tour May 20 
 
Gil Tauber, resident urban planner and historian, will 
conduct a walking tour of our neighborhood from 
Stryker’s Bay at 96th to Claremont near 123rd.  Meet at 1 
pm at 97th St. at the entrance to RSD Park.  Learn 
about the early settlement of the area, development of 
RSD Park and Drive, architecture & monuments, 
literature and the arts, and some surprising traces of the 
distance past.  Fee of $12 per person benefits our Block 
Association.  To reserve your space send an email to 
hanna.rubin@verizon.net.  Space is limited. 

 
 

 
 
                          

 
 

 
 

 West 104 Newsletter March 2007                                                             3                                                                                   www.bloomingdale.org 



 

              

www.bloomingdale.org                                                                                  4                                                                      West 104 Newsletter March 2007         

 

METISSE RESTAURANT 
A French Bistro 

Celebrate Spring  
 with a lunch or dinner  

7 days a week in a typical rustic 
French Bistro with warm ambience 
and a fine selection of wine, home-
made French food and traditional 

desserts.  Try our delicious 
Escargots, our famous Duck 
“Canard Mandarin Cerise”  
and Warm Chocolate Cake  

with Ice Cream. 
New Feature:  Take Out Menu 
 
Bring this ad for a complimentary 
glass of wine for you and everyone 
in your party.  (Expires 5/31/07) 

239 W 105 Street 
212.666.8825 

www.metisserestaurant.com 
   
 

 

 
2/4 Winter Concert, Broadway Bach  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      A Super Series           
 

When there’s a leak in your kitchen, or a 
light bulb burns out that you can’t reach, 
the first person you might call is your 
superintendent.  Victor Portelli, the 
super at 320 Riverside, is on always on 
call.  And he will always greet you with a 
smile. 

            
Born in Gozo, Malta in 1964, Victor grew 
up wanting to be a carpenter.  His father 
was a blacksmith, but it was his older 
brother’s craft that he wanted to follow.  
He began working at the age of twelve, 
assisting his brother in his carpentry 
business.  Victor went to the Woodwork 
Trade School in Gozo, and graduated 
with a distinction degree after four years.  
He goes back to Malta every two or three 
years to visit his family. 

 
Victor moved to New York City in 1987; 
he took a superintendent and carpentry 
position on the Upper East Side.  After 
his brother-in-law, George, left 320 back 
in 1999, Victor came to work here.  He 
proudly became an American citizen in 
2002. 

 
He says that he gets woken up in the 
middle of the night about six times a 
year.  The biggest problem he faces in 
the wee hours is the boiler.  When the 
flame fails, and the part needs to be 
replaced, he can only call the boiler 
company and wait for them to replace 
the part.  “Usually no one notices when 
the boiler is out.  The boiler can hold hot 
water for three hours, so I can usually 

get it fixed in that time.  But in the 
middle of the night, we just have to 
wait.” 

 
Leaks are another major problem 
Victor faces.  In 2002, a 1 1/4 inch 
cold-water pipe leaked on the second 
floor.  Because he responded so 
quickly, the water never reached the 
first floor.  But the biggest leak, and the 
biggest challenge, came in early 2004 
during a cold snap.  A water pipe in the 
roof froze and burst at 3 a.m.  A 
resident on the 15th floor called Victor 
at 7:30 a.m. to report that her living 
room and foyer were taking on water.  
Upon arrival a few minutes later, Victor 
said the ceiling was leaking water “like 
heavy rain.”  Once he saw the 
problem, he knew it was the roof, so 
he shut the water off in the entire 
building and began emptying the tank, 
which takes three hours.  “While 
draining the tank, I hung up plastic 
sheets in the apartment to direct water 
to flow into a big container, with sump 
pumps draining into the bathtub to 
minimize water trickling down to the 
apartments below,” Victor remembers.  
“It was quite a day!”  The water was off 
for one day, and fixed by 9 p.m. that 
night.  The residual damage suffered 
by apartments in the F and H lines 
took a couple of years to fix.  Though 
the water went all the way to the fifth 
floor, it would have caused worse 
damage to the affected apartments 
and could have damaged the lobby 
were it not for Victor’s quick action. 

 
In his spare time, Victor enjoys 
watching soccer on TV (he roots for 
Malta, naturally!), and spending time 
with his family: wife Rose, daughter 
Jennifer, and sons Brian and Simon.  
He is a very caring father, and when it 
comes to work, “I will go to any length 
to finish the job.”    
 
Other supers on our block will be featured 
in future newsletters.          

   
 Focus:IMAGE 

 
           Art Advisory Service 

 
    New York 

 
     Roxandra Antoniadis 
 

• Acquire art for home, office, lobby 
• Build an art collection 
• Convey personal or corporate image 
• Gallery and studio visits for 

individuals and small groups 
 

Plans are tailored to 
 individual client needs 

 
          Roxandrava@aol.com 



The Shuttering of our Neighborhood 
                  A Photo Series by Missy Cohen 
 

 
 
Gone: La Rosita   
  With the new year's arrival, we have lost 
three of our neighborhood's most treasured 
"mom and pop" stores. This is La Rosita, best 
rice and beans for the best price. It's been 
there since 1982, but high rent forced them to 
close. 
 

 
 
 
Gone: Metro Theater   
  The Metro Twin has been around since the 
early 30's (then known as The Midtown, 
though it's up at 99th street). In its life, it ran 
everything from first-run features, to porn, to 
independent films. This Art Deco theatre 
gained landmark status back in 1989, but it 
can't seem to find its niche, and closed a 
couple of years ago. It is now dwarfed by a 
shiny, 36-story condo that's nearing 
completion next door. The landscape 
continues to change.  

 
 
Gone: Ivy's Books & Murder Ink   
  Another victim of rising rent, Ivy's & Murder 
Ink book stores closed on New Year's Eve 
after 17 years on the Upper West Side. You 
could always find a handmade card, pat Gus 
the Dog on the head, or just browse and read. 
If you have a local bookstore, please support 
it to save a piece of your neighborhood's 
fabric with your patronage.   
 

 
 
Gone: Movie Place   
  Perhaps the biggest loss was our 
neighborhood video store, Movie Place. Gary 
Dennis owned this shop for many years, and 
knew just about everything about the movies 
he rented. He had everything from obscure 
documentaries, to cult films, to children's fare, 
to foreign films, and new releases. The best 
part about going to Movie Place was just 
talking movies with Gary and his crew.  A 
corporation bought this building, raised the 
rent by over 100%, and evicted everyone, 
including the tenants who lived on the upper 
floors.   
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Selected Calendar of Events 
 
3/8  Music for Toddlers.  Children ages 2-3 learn 

rhythm, dance and singing of traditional, classic 
and contemporary songs. All ages welcome.  
Bring snacks (no nuts).  Hippo Playground at 91st 
St. in RSD Park.  $15 per class.  10 to 11:30 am.  
Every Tuesday and Thursday through April.  Call 
212.870.3070 for info. 

3/8-5/25  Arturo Toscanini:  Homage to the Maestro.  
Photographs, scores, letters and documents 
from research divisions of NYPL for Performing 
Arts and Toscanini’s personal archive. Hear rare 
highlights from sound recording archives, 1926 
rehearsal excerpts with the La Scala Orchestra, 
and his last performance of the Bruckner 7th 
Symphony from 1935. NYPL for the Performing 
Arts, Lincoln Center. Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri & 
Sat: 12 to 6; Thurs: 12 to 8. 

3/10 Dandelion with the Paper Bag Players.  From 
the beginning of the world to the beginning of 
civilization.  Ages 4 and up.  Symphony Space, 
Bwy & 95th St.  Tickets $25, $20, $10.  Call 
212.864.5400. 

3/11 Music of Schoenberg, Bach, Brahms, Grieg 
by Susan Kykten, violin, Christine Diwyk, Piano.  
Nicholas Roerich Museum, 319 W 107.  5 pm.  
Free.  Call 212.864.7752 for more information. 

3/11 Jazz Vespers with the Eve Zanni Group.  St. 
Peter’s Church, Lex. & 54th St. 5 pm. 

3/12 Magnetic Moments in the 21st Century…The 
Future of Miri. Biophysicist Truman R. Brown, 
lectures on direction and developments of the 
Society of Magnetic Resonance in Medicine.  
Part of the Eat, Drink, Talk Science with 
Columbia Professors series at PicNic, 2665 Bwy.  
5:30-7 pm.  Space is limited.  Cover $10 includes 
one drink.  Call 212.222.8222 for info. 

3/12 The Highway, the first public staged reading 
written and directed by Jordan Buck.  The 
Undercroft Players featuring Michael Graves. 
Pearl Theatre, 80 St. Mark’s Place (at lst Ave.) 8 
pm.  Suggested contribution $10. 

3/15 Computer Workshop for parents and children 
ages 6-12.  Every Thursday at 4 pm. Preregister 
one week ahead at Morningside Heights Library, 
2900 Broadway or call 212.864.2530.   

3/19 Percussia.  Percussion and a variety of melodic 
instruments produce sound that defies 
description. Info at percussia.org.  Music Mon-
days at Advent Lutheran Church, 93rd & Bwy.  
7:30 pm. Free. dvent Luther 

3/23 After the Flood:  Songs of Sorrow and Joy.  
New York premiere of Woolf’s Apres moi, le 
deluge, and works by Bach, Brahms, Purcell and 
others.  New Amsterdam Singers.  Church of the 
Holy Trinity, 316 E. 88 St.  8 pm.  Also 2/25 at 4 
pm.  Tickets $20.  Call Amy Harrison at 
212.842.1511 for more information. 

4/1 Medieval Sports.  Sports in the Middle Ages, 
Cloisters, 1 pm.  Main Hall.  Free with museum 
admission. For children 4-12. 

4/3 Cabaret (5:30 pm) and Concert of works by 
Philip Glass and George Crumb, (7:30 pm), 
Greenfield Hall, Manhattan School of Music.  
Free.  Call 917.493.4428 for information. 

4/4 Poetry Writing Workshop with Angelo 
Verga.  Write lines and stanza and get 
published.  For ages 12-18.  Bloomingdale 
Library, 150 W 100 St. 4 pm.  Continues 4/11, 
4/18, and 4/25.  Call 212.222.8030 for info.. 

4/7 A Cappella and More.  Award-winning a 
capella groups on the East Coast.  Peter J. 
Sharp Theater, Symphony Space, 95th & Bwy.  
11 am. All ages. Call 212.864.5400 for info. 

4/9 Galactic Cannibalism…You Are What You 
Eat! with astronomers Jacqueline van Gorkom 
& Kathryn V. Johnston. Part of the Eat, Drink, 
Talk Science with Columbia Professors series 
at PicNic, 2665 Bwy.  5:30-7 pm.  Space is 
limited.  Cover $10 includes one drink.  Call 
212.222.8222 for info. 

4/9 Lee Lowenfish, block resident, signs and 
reads from his new book Branch Rickey, 
Baseball’s Ferocious Gentleman at Labyrinth 
Book, 536 W 112th St., 7 pm. 

4/15 Music by Bach with Narration from 
Roerich’s Diary, Christine Sunnerstam-
Prince, viola, David Green, narrator.  Nicholas 
Roerich Museum, 319 W 107.  5 pm.  Free.  
Call 212.864.7752 for info. 

4/22 Meet the Birds on Earth Day.  RSD Park 
Fund and Audubon NY celebrate with live 
raptor demos at 1& 2:30 pm, family bird walks 
at 2 & 3 pm.  Bird Sanctuary at 116th St. & 
RSD Park, 1-4 pm.  Call 212.870.3070 for info. 

4/28 The Dance Sampler – from Tap to Toe.  
Contemporary dance forms.  Symphony 
Space, 95th & Bwy.  7 to 11 pm.  Tickets $15.  
Call 212.864.5400 for more information. 

    (cont/d on p.9) 
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Theater Party Set For Tea at Pan Asian Rep 
 
The W. 102-103 Block Assn. holds its annual 
Spring Theatre Party, Sunday, June 10, and has 
invited all members of the W. 104th St. Block Assn. 
to attend.  The Pan Asian Repertory Theater 
celebrates its 30th anniversary with a performance 
of Tea by Velina Hasu Houston.  Tea is part of the 
first National Asian American Theater Festival, 
which brings outstanding Asian American theater 
companies and performing artists from around the 
country to New York City for two weeks of shows.  
Tea will be performed at WEA  & 86th Street. 
   Summer 2006 was another first for Pan Asian 
Rep with its debut at the 10th Annual New York 
International Fringe Festival.  They presented The 
Fan Tan King, a new musical adapted from a novel 
by C.Y. Lee who wrote Flower Drum Song, the 
basis for the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical. 
   Founded in 1977, Pan Asian Rep is the east 
coast’s largest producer of Asian American theater 
with international and national touring companies 
and residencies.  For 30 years, Pan Asian Rep has 
celebrated the artistic expressiveness of Asian and 
American theater artists.  Under the leadership of 
neighbor, Tisa Chang, Pan Asian Rep has  
promoted appreciation and understanding of the 
Asian American cultural heritage. 

   The company’s most recent play, Yohen, by 
Philip Kan Gotanda was very well received and a 
real tour de force of writing and acting.  Another 
2006 production was Elevator Sex, based on the 
events of 9/11, written and acted by Lan Tran, and 
part of a month-long Festival of New Works 
providing a platform for promising young writers 
and actors.  The world premiere of China Doll, 
written by Elizabeth Wong and based on the life of 
Anna May Wong, Hollywood’s first Asian-American 
international film star was presented in 2005.  
    Actor, director and playwright Ernest Abuba, a 
former neighbor, was the author of Kwatz! The 
Tibetan Project, which had its world premiere in 
2004.  In 2003 a theater party saw Ruth Wolff’s The 
Empress of China, the story of a concubine who 
rose to become the absolute ruler of China at the 
turn of the 19th century. 
   Please watch for posters in May concerning 
theater party details.  To be notified in advance, 
contact Rosalyn Cherry at Rosalyn@clutterkit.com  
or (212) 864-2165.  As with every theater party 
play, there will be  a performance-related 
discussion following the play. The play runs from 
May 26-June 17.  For more information, visit 
panasianrep.org. 

      

 

Suba Pharmacy and Surgicals 
Be a proud customer of this neighborhood institution 
Our expanded space and stock make your shopping  

easy and pleasant.   
Find all your medical and gift needs at very competitive prices.   

Special orders filled on request.  We deliver. 
         10% Discount for Seniors                    Fax and Copy Center 
  Gift catalogs available                    Prescriptions filled with special care  

Phone 212.866.6700     FAX 212.866.7129 
Pharmacy at the Corner of Broadway & 104th St. for 100 years. 

Or shop on-line at SUBAPHARMACYUSA.COM 



Selected Calendar of Events (cont’d from p. 7) 
 
4/29 Hippo Playground Spring Fair. Celebrate 

spring and help raise essential funds for Hippo 
Playground maintenance and programs. 
Activities for children include a jumping castle, 
pony rides, petting zoo, a maze, face painting 
and more.  91st St. in Riverside Park, 10am – 4 
pm. 

4/30 ECCO (East Coast Chamber Orchestra) 
without conductor debuted in Town Hall in 
2004.  Monday Music Nights at Advent 
Lutheran Church, 93rd & Bwy.  7:30 pm.  Free.  
More info at franksalomon.com/roster.asp. 

5/4-5 American Repertory Ballet.Twyla Tharp’s 
Octet and NY premiere of Evening by Graham 
Lustig. Peter J. Sharp Theater, 95th St. & Bwy.  
Tickets $35-$15.  8 pm.  Call 212.864.5400 for 
info. 

5/6 Spring Concert by the Broadway Bach 
Ensemble.  Program and conductor to be 
announced.  Bwy. Presbyterian Church, 114th 
& Bwy.  2 pm.  Free. 

5/15 Learn to Dance with the Annabella 
Gonzalez Dance Theater.  Learn the basics of 
Latin Dance in this 3-session workshop! Ages 
12-18.  NYPL Morningside Heights Branch, 
2900 Bwy at 113th St.  4 pm.  Also 5/22 and 
5/29.  Free.  Call 212.864.2530 for more 
information. 

5/19 Wall to Wall Opera 1607-2007.  400 years of 
opera in its different forms, cultures.  
Symphony Space, 95th & Bwy.  11 am to 11 
pm.  Free. 

5/20 Neighborhood Walking Tour. (see p. 3) 
 

 
5/21 Mosaik Two.  Annaliesa Place, violin, and 

Svet Stoyanov, marimba, debuted at the Jazz 
and Classica Festival in Juneau, Alaska.  
Monday Music Nights at Advent Lutheran 
Church, 93rd & Bwy.  7:30 pm.  Free. 

 More info at annaliesaplace.com 
5/26 Tea. By Velina Hasu Houston, directed by Tina 

Chen.  To 6/17.  Pan Asian Theater, WEA and 
86th St.   (See article on p.5) for Theater Party 
info.) 

6/3 CURBSIDE CAFÉ for 104th St. Block Assn. 6-8 pm 
6/7 Flights of Song.  Poetry of Yeats, Longfellow, 

Bishop and Auden with music by American 
and British composers, with four premieres.  
New Amsterdam Singers, Church of the Holy 
Trinity, 316 E 88 St., 8 pm.  Tickets $20.  Call 
Amy Harrison at 212.842.1511 for more 
information. 

6/9 I Got Rhythm:  Mickey and Judy’s Hollywood.  
Jeff Narnar & Shauna Hicks with full symphony 
orchestra present movie music including Girl 
Crazy, Babes in Arms, Strike lUp the Band and 
Babes on Broadway.  Town Hall, 8 pm.  For 
more info go to the-townhall-nyc.org.  Tickets 
at box office after 1/3. Call 212.307.4100.  
Tickets are $40 and $37.50. 

6/16 Bloomsday on Broadway XXVI.  26th annual 
celebration of James Joyce’s Ulysses.  
Symphony Space, noon to midnight.  $25 full 
day.  Call 212.864.5400 for more information 
and tickets. 

9/29 W. l04th St. 18th Annual YARD SALE. 
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Neighborhood Services Needed or for Hire 
Massage.  For relaxation &  well-being.  Experience psychological & physical benefits. Neighbor. NY State Lic. for 15+ years.  Call 212.663.6409. 
Keep track of your personal business – financial affairs – medical bills and app’ts – social schedule – shopping of all types – skillful, creative cook.  Flexible 

schedule, will travel.  Call Olga – 973-752-8546 or ercr10@optonline.net  Excellent references including block residents. 
Clean Up Your Clutter.  Simplify your life.  Jump start package.  Call  212.663.6409 for information. 
Math Tutor.   Former Math teacher for NYC Dept. of Ed. On W.104 St.  Pursuing Masters in Middle School Math Education.  I would love to tutor your child(ren) in 

algebra, geometry and trigonometry.  Reasonable rates. Contact Linda at kernlr@hotmail.com or 201.280.6783. 
Organizing Apartments.  Assistance with organizing/recycling your possessions; aesthetically hanging paintings, etc.  Call Possession Placement Planning at 

212.724.9391.  Very reasonable rates.  
Guitar teacher. 104 St. resident has experience working with all ages.  Reasonable rates and flexible schedule. Contact John at 917.756.6678 
Tutoring.  Stanford graduate, current Columbia pre-medical student, and former math/science teacher available to tutor children of all ages in math, physics, Spanish 

(native fluency) and SAT test prep.  Very experienced.  References available.  Contact Anna Steinhardt, 315 RSD at 917.364.9108 or 
aes74@columbia.edu. 

Piano and/or French Lessons.  Beginner to advanced, child to adult, by congenial, multi-degreed professional.  Call Irina at 212.749.1193 
Juilliard Staff Pianist, experienced teacher and coach-accompanist is willing to teach in your home or apt.  Enthusiastic, supportive teacher for students of all levels 

and ages.  Call Linda at 212.877.1292 or 917.538.2719. 
Babysitter/tutor.  H S student with extensive babysitting & tutoring experience (up to 6th grade).  Call Georgia at 917.533.9114. 
Computer Consultant/PC Doctor - Computers repaired, maintained, viruses removed and junk mail controlled. Advise to repair or buy depending on condition of 

machine and your pocketbook. I do Windows!! Call Greg Williams, block resident, at 212.749.2398. 
Tutoring.  Block resident Allen Baird will tutor your child and make a real difference.  NYS  teacher Special Education certificate, plus experience as a Kaplan 

College Board trainer.  Call 212.663.2007 or allenjanbaird@hotmail.com. 
Child care.  Caring, outgoing, teenager who loves kids of any age; has experience and references.  Decent  rates and flexible hours.  Energetic, willing to have fun 

and do interesting activities with your child!  Sydney Watnick at 212.666.8022. 
Jack of All Trades:  Apartment cleaning and painting; Handyman.  Very reasonable rates.  Excellent references from various block residents, including board 

members.  Phone: 718-961-4542. 
 

Your Neighborhood service publicized - free! You can publicize your neighborhood service (babysitting, dog walking, apartment 
cleaning, etc.) free in the newsletter and on our web site for one year, renewable.  To submit an ad, fill out the form on our web site 
(www.bloomingdale.org Neighborhood Services for Hire) or mail/deliver the following information to Teresa Elwert, 320 RSD, #9D.         

For our records:  your name and mailing address 
               For publication:  your name, contact method (phone # or e-mail address), description of your service 
                Placement:  newsletter, website, or both 
 

Dues 1st Quarter 1/07 – 3/07 
Please allocate my contribution to:      Amount of check: ____________ 

         ___ Security  ___ Beautification ___Social ___Newsletter ___Board Decision  (Suggested amount:  $30 per quarter or $120 per year ) 
 

Name ______________________________________________________________ 
Address ________________________________________________________  Apt. No. _________ 
E-mail Address _______________________________________________________ 
             (For internal use only. The Block Association will not sell, exchange, or lend your e-mail address to any outside parties) 

 
Make checks payable to West 104th Street Block Association Inc. 
Mail to our treasurer:         or drop off at 
Sid Herzfeld, 895 WEA., Apt. 5D, NY NY 10025     315 RSD: Tantleff,  Apt 6C, 320 RSD: Elwert, A 
                                                                                 905 WEA: Bryan, Apt 141, 309 W. 104: Duhan, Apt  8C 

                James Perez 
Senior Vice President/Associate Broker 
________________________________________ 

 
   Brown Harris Stevens Residential Sales, LLC 

 1926 Broadway, New York, NY 10023 
        www.brownharrisstevens.com 
 

       Tel 212.588.5656    Cell 917.902.7193    Fax 212.418.9763 
           Email jperez@bhsusa.com 
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