
West 104th Street 
BLOCK ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                                           SEPT, 4, 2007 
Editor:  Nancy Lian 
 
Your Block Association Needs You!  
Let’s Make This  
Our Best Yard Sale Ever 
 
Volunteer your time! Help out at the Yard Sale! 
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 Set up, clean up, cook/prepare food 
 Sell breakfast, baked goods, books/CDs, T-shirts 
 Take silent auction bids 
 Meet neighbors, get fresh air, have a great time! 
 Contact Miriam Duhan, 212.866.2791 

 
Calling all bakers! 
We need your delicious home-baked cupcakes, cookies, 
brownies, cake, quick breads, bars. Bring your goodies to the 
bake table at West End/104 on the 29th or arrange a drop-
off. Contact Lynn Max: lbendermax@excite.com or Alex 
Grannis: 212.316.1644, grannisalex@aol.com.   

 

Books, Books! Donate your books and CDs! 
 Put books and CDs in bags marked Yard Sale 
 Leave with doorman at 320 RSD Sept. 15-27  
 We love cookbooks, children’s and mystery books, 

best-sellers, coffee table fare 
 Sorry, no textbooks, computer-related 

books/manuals, journals, theses, magazines, LPs, 
audio/video tapes, self-help, baby care 

 
The Silent Auction needs your stuff! 
 Antiques, collectibles, great gadgets (unused) 
 Other great and glorious goods 
 Sorry, no computers, used athletic gear 
 Contact Hanna Rubin: 212.865.4579 or 

hanna.rubin@verizon.net 
 
 
 

 I t ’ s  a  B e a u t i f u l  D a y  
i n  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d -  -  
C o m e  C e l e b r a t e   
a t  t h e  W.  1 0 4 t h  Ya r d  S a l e !  

 
As the days get cooler, the sky bluer, the air crisper, 
orange flyers dot our neighborhood: the West 104th St. 
Yard Sale is just around the corner. On Saturday Sept. 
29 (raindate Sept. 30), the block will fill with more than 
60 vendors selling everything from vintage glass to 
pottery, second-hand designer bags to kitchenware. 
It’s a day of great live music, fun finds, and delicious 
food. 
 
The Yard Sale supports the West 104th Street Block 
Association. It generates nearly 25% of our annual 
budget, and helps us pay for the security guard, the 
flowers in the tree gardens, and many other block 
amenities. Come visit the block association bake table. 
Try out your best dance moves to the mellow music of 
Josh Levine for kids (and adults, too!) (Latin-flavored), 
Joe Giglio and Jimmy Halperin (jazz), and Foley Road 
(classic and pop rock).  Enjoy a hamburger or hot dog 
cooked to order.  Browse the book table (a must for 
mystery lovers), bid in the Silent Auction, and buy a 
ticket for our split-the-pot raffle. Check out our newest 
offering: a Great Bargains table, an amazing array of 
whatnots and steals, all for under $10! Or rent a space 
for $36—if you’re a block resident--and sell your own 
stuff. Sign up online today. Spaces go fast—log onto 
our website: www.bloomingdale.org.  
 
The Yard Sale has been a block tradition for 18 years. 
Like our neighborhood, it’s welcoming,  relaxed and 
fun. Drop by for a few minutes—or a few hours. We’d 
love to say hi! 

http://www.bloomingdale.org/


Introducing Jeff Howitt, Board Member 
 
Jeff has lived on West 104th Street since 
1977. About a decade earlier, he had moved to 
the Upper West Side to attend Columbia, where 
he earned a BA in English in 1972 and an MA in 
Seventeenth-Century British Literature in 1974.   
  
While in graduate school, he began a 33-year 
career in book and journal publishing, where he 
experienced at first hand the electronic 
revolution in the production and distribution of 
publications. Throughout his career, he alternated 
between commercial and nonprofit publishers, 
working for four associations--Academy of 
 Political Science, the Modern Language 
Association, the American Institute of Physics, 
and the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers--and for three trade publishers--Harper 
& Row, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, and Prentice 
Hall. For most of his career, he internationally 
marketed scientific/technical books, journals, and 
databases.    
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Since retiring on March 1, Jeff is expanding 
his participation in the Block Association beyond 
his former role as burger flipper at the annual  
Yard Sale.  
 
Please report all incidents to the police.  If 
crimes are not reported, the precinct won't 
allocate resources to our area. 
 
Note:  if you go to the Block website, you can 
see most of the newsletter pictures in color. 
 

                   

Oliver Herzfeld is co-author, with Richard Bergovoy, 
of a series entitled “Trade mark licensing made easy” 
beginning in the July/August issue of Managing 
Intellectual Property magazine.  Oliver grew up on the 
block and is SVP and chief legal officer of The 
Beanstalk Group, a brand licensing consultancy.

Contributors to this issue:  
Gina Boonshoft, Missy Cohen, Teresa Elwert, Alex 
Grannis, Nathan Gross, Sid Herzfeld, Nancy Lian, 
Martin Mann, Lynn Max, Hanna Rubin  

Letter to the editor 
The street light is not nearly as bright as it was, we 
notice the shade - and we really appreciate your 
efforts and persistence - we know it wasn't easy!   
Thanks so much!  Earl Carter and Karen Hartman, 
315 RSD, 2B 

New Restaurants coming to the Neighborhood 
 
Community Food & Juice will replace Nacho’s 
Kitchen on Broadway between 112th and 113th, 
Café Tango will replace Pampa on Amsterdam 
between 97th and 98th, and Starbucks will take the 
corner of 102nd and Broadway, using half of the 
space of Planet Kids. 
 
  
WEST 104 STREET BLOCK ASSOCIATION 
  FINANCIAL REPORT AUGUST 2007 
 
  OPENING BALANCE 8/1/07:                $12,477.45         
 
  INCOME: 
    Coop Dues                     $3,000.00 
     Individual Dues                      60.00 
                            
  TOTAL INCOME:                 $3,060.00    $3,060.00                     
 
  EXPENSES     

Guard Service                 $1,942.93 
              
  TOTAL EXPENSES          $1,942.93    $1,942.93 
   
  CLOSING BALANCE 8/31/07               $13,594.53 
 
 
 
  
 West 104th Street Block Association Board 
 
President          Hanna Rubin 315 RSD 212.865.4579 
VP/Secretary    Nancy Lian 320 RSD 212.316.6112 
Treasurer         Sid Herzfeld 895 WEA 212.749.0085 
Members          Gina Boonshoft 321 W 104 212.864.1786 

           Barbara Bryan 905 WEA 212.864.5663 
            Missy Cohen 320 RSD 212.662.8710 
                         Miriam Duhan 309 W 104 212.866.2791 
           Teresa Elwert 320 RSD 212.866.4260 
           Alex Grannis 895 WEA 212.316.1644 
                         Jeff Howitt 315 RSD  212.866.5569 
            Elly Ledogar 315 RSD 212.864.7148 
                         Joyce/Martin Mann 309 W 104 212.721.6341 
            Lynn Max 315 RSD 212.666.3129 
            Marsha Tantleff 315 RSD 212.932.9592 
            Gary Waskow 320 RSD 212.932.9082  
                          Steven Zirinsky 315 RSD 212.866.6732 



Block resident makes Met Opera debut 
this month 

 

 
            Isabel Leonard 

 
Young people who dream big hope that they have 
sufficient talent and luck to make those dreams come 
true. One such young, talented and lucky person lives 
on our block. Isabel Leonard, a mezzo-soprano, is 
making her Metropolitan Opera debut this fall singing 
Stephano in Gounod’s Romeo et Juliette. The 
production also stars Anna Netrebko and Rolando 
Villazon as Shakespeare’s teen lovers under the 
direction of Placido Domingo. Now, how lucky is that: 
debuting in a production featuring two of today’s hottest 
singers and one of the hottest conductors and former 
superstar tenor. 

 
So, how does one get to sing at the Met? The same 
way one gets to Carnegie Hall: practice, practice, 
practice!  But while Isabel always sang at home as a 
child, she sort of fell into opera. Her artistic interests 
were wide-ranging and included drawing and dance; 
she performed the Nutcracker a few times while a 
Joffrey Ballet School student. A native New Yorker, she 
graduated from The Cathedral School and opted for 
high school at Fiorello H. LaGuardia School for Music 
and Art and Performing Arts over Brooklyn Tech. But 
which art to pursue in high school? She reasoned she 
“could draw on my own but couldn’t learn to sing on my 
own.” So singing became her major. That involved 
group classes in chorus, jazz band and musical theatre. 
No private lessons and no opera, though.  

 
Nearing graduation (with honors), Isabel had to choose 
among Oberlin, Carnegie Mellon, Barnard, NYU and 
Juilliard.  After spending a day at each institution, 
Juilliard won out over NYU, her other final choice.  The 
naturalness and kindness of the students she followed 
around Juilliard dispelled notions that Juilliard was 
nothing but a cut-throat conservatory. Instead, it 
became “a new kind of family.”  

 
It was before even entering Juilliard that Isabel’s way to 
the Met started to take shape. For her pre-screening 
tape, she was coached by Robert Kopelson, a piano 

 
accompanist. He suggested Isabel consult with Edith 
Bers, the (now newly appointed) chair of Juilliard’s 
vocal department, in advance of her audition. Bers was 
impressed and became Isabel’s teacher after she was 
accepted. It was at Juilliard that she finally had private 
vocal lessons and began to expand her classical art 
song and operatic repertoire. 

 
The list of her early professional performances shows 
her path to the Met: 

 December 2005: solo New York recital under the 
auspices of the Marilyn Horne Foundation 

 Summer 2006: European and professional stage 
debut as Zerlina in Mozart’s Don Giovanni with the 
Opéra National de Bordeaux 

 Same 2006 summer: American orchestral debut in 
DeFalla’s The Three-Cornered Hat with the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra at Tanglewood, conductor: 
Gustavo Dudamel 

 February 2007: American stage debut as Stephano 
in the Atlanta Opera’s production of Roméo et 
Juliette 

 September 2007: Met debut singing Stephano  
 

Post-Met engagements include a recital at Weill Recital 
Hall on March 14 and stage performances of Cherubino 
(Marriage of Figaro) at Santa Fe Opera, Rosina (Barber 
of Seville), Dorabelle (Cosi Fan Tutte) and La Perichole 
in Offenbach’s La Perichole. Of such stuff is a career 
made! 

 
Isabel seems pleased by the changes the Metropolitan 
Opera had been making to gain new audiences. “Opera 
isn’t elitist,” she told me, “it’s a different way of 
expressing yourself. It’s one animal’s cry to another. But 
because opera hasn’t been part of our daily [American] 
lives, it can seem very foreign to us.” Even though she 
thought opera was “ridiculous” as a kid, she kept herself 
open to it over the years. Needless to say, its sound is 
no longer foreign to her. Her recommendation if you’re 
new to opera? “Go knowing the story, and with an open 
mind you’ll have more fun.” And I know another way to 
have fun at the opera: go when your neighbor is 
singing. By Teresa Elwert 
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In the Spotlight – Rob Fisher 
Did you ever feel when passing 895 West End Avenue 
that you were in Iowa?  Of course not, but did you know 
that ‘a Music Man’ lives on our very own block?  No, it is 
not Harold Hill but it is the friendly, cheerful, quiet New 
York Music Man Rob Fisher, the originator, musical 
director and conductor of the Tony Award winning 
Encores! series which has been reviving Broadway 
musicals since 1994.  Rob was the Musical Director of 
the series until 2005, totaling 32 productions. 
 

 
 
When asked if it was all right with him if he were profiled 
in our newsletter he said with a smile, “Only if you don’t 
say anything bad about me.”  What bad things could 
you say about the man who brought New York revivals 
of musicals that had wonderful scores but sometimes 
problematic books and attracted some of musical 
theater’s most talented performers, including another 
104th St. resident, Daniel Jenkins, who appeared in both 
Bye Bye Birdie and Pajama Game.  Have you seen the 
revivals of Chicago or Wonderful Town  or The Apple 
Tree?  They first saw light on the stage of City Center 
as part of the Encores! series. Rob remains supervising 
music director of the Broadway company as well as the 
international and touring companies of Chicago. 
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He is beloved by many and honored frequently. In 1997 
Rob was presented with the Lucille Lortel Award for 
Outstanding Special Achievement for his Encores! 
work. He has conducted the San Francisco Symphony.  
He also conducted a performance at the White House 
for President and Mrs. Clinton and guests in the East 
Room.  The list of his accomplishments extends to 

Minnesota Opera and Garrison Keillor’s American 
Radio Company (not far from the Music Man’s Iowa) as 
well as Carnegie Hall, PBS, the New York City Opera, 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music, and the Library of 
Congress.  

 
This summer’s activities included conducting the New 
York Pops for the 2007 Macy’s Fireworks display, and 
participating in the Broadway Theatre Project  (BTP), 
musical theatre arts for high school and college 
students is a non-profit intensive three-week training 
program in musical theatre arts. 

 
Rob, a Norfolk Virginia native, entered college as a 
science major at Duke University where an 
extracurricular activity, inspired by the show music he 
had played in his childhood with an aunt, let to his 
directing campus musicals.  So, if you pass our affable 
music man, Rob Fisher, on the block just nod hello but 
don’t whistle “76 Trombones.” 

                By Alex Grannis and Martin Mann 
 

Block Bulletin Board 
Keith Christiansen, Jayne Wrightsman Curator at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, will recall some of his 
experiences organizing notable exhibitions during the 
past two decades on Wed., Oct. 31 at 6 pm.  He will 
share the program with two other members of the 
Museum staff at the program “European Paintings”.   
Tickets may be ordered at 212.570.3949.   
 
Missy Cohen has begun work as music editor on the 
new TV show "Life is Wild", which will air on the CW 
network (Channel 11 in New York) on Sundays at 8, 
starting on October 7.  It is a story about a New York 
veterinarian who moves his family to South Africa. 
 
Gary Dennis, whose popular Movie Place closed in 
November, 2006, is alive and well, and writing movie 
reviews for Turner Classic Movie presentations.  His 
opinions of movies you want to see can be found at 
NYCMoviePlace.com. 
Jim and Jean Jacobs generously contributed a 
combination printer, fax machine, copier and scanner to 
our block treasurer for association work.  Thank you!! 

                             

Take time to smell the flowers or at least look at them!. 
There are some lovely new flowers in the garden at the 
104th Street southbound bus stop, thanks to Sheila 
Garden, who provided seeds, and Dru Heidle, who 
planted and cared for them. 



 
Zoning Alert 

 
The rezoning plan for 97th – 110th 
Street, Riverside to Central Park 
(Park West Village is zoned 
separately) is in its 4th and final 
approval stage.  The City Council 
has until Oct.1 to approve the plan 
and enact it into law.  The rezoning 
plan has already been approved by 
Community Board 7, Manhattan 
Borough President Scott Stringer 
and the City Planning Commission.  
The rezoning plan will limit the 
height on the Avenues (no more 
than 14 stories on Broadway) and 
on the side streets (no more than 
75 feet, about 7 stories), which will 
protect the brownstones and other 
low rise buildings.     
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At the last minute, the Jewish 
Home and Hospital, located on 
105th and 106th Streets between 
Amsterdam and Columbus, has 
requested an exemption from the 
new zoning.  This is because they 
want to sell more than half of their 
campus to a private developer who 
will build a luxury building higher 
than the zoning allows.  On the 
other half of their campus, the 
Jewish Home and Hospital intends 
to build a new facility also much 
higher than the new zoning allows.  
If they are granted this exemption, 
the integrity of the rezoning 
process, in which thousands of 
community members participated, 
is violated.  In addition, it would 
establish a precedent not only in 
this community but city-wide. If 
exempted, there is no public review 
of their plans, no guarantees and 
no oversight.   

 
The West 104th Street Block 
Association has taken a position of 
“no exemption to the rezoning plan” 
and has written letters to our 
elected officials.  To voice your 
opinion, e-mail the following: 
     Melissa Mark Viverito:      
viverito@council.nyc.ny.us 
     Tony Avella:  
Avella@council.nyc.ny.us 

     Melinda Katz:  
Katz@council.nyc.ny.us            
     Inez   Dickens: 
Dickens@council.nyc.ny.us  
All of these can receive “snail mail” 
at 250 Broadway, New York, NY 
10007.  You can reach Manhattan 
Boro President Scott Stringer: 
bp@manhattanbp.org or 1 Centre 
St. 19th floor, New York, NY  10007  
Letters should be received as soon 
as possible but no later than 
September 14th. 

 
 

Landmark West Maps Our 
Neighborhood 

 
If you see people wandering around 
our neighborhood with pens in hand 
making mysterious marks on 
charts, they are photographing and 
recording characteristics of a 
building as the number of stories, 
the building material (stucco, brick, 
stone) the architectural type 
(Renaissance Revival, Queen 
Anne, and others), interesting 
architectural details, dates of 
construction and more.  
 
They are recording this information 
for Landmark West--otherwise 
known as the Committee to 
Preserve the Upper West Side.  
Landmark West has already 
mapped the West Side below 
96th Street and now  has begun a 
study of the blocks between 96th 
and 110th Streets.  When 
completed, this information will be 
available on the Landmark 
West web site.  The survey will be a 
guide to the architectural history of 
our neighborhood and help identify 
buildings that might be designated 
landmarks. 
 
Landmark West was begun in 1985 
as a response to the development 
pressures in the 1970's and 1980's 
which threatened the destruction of 
historic West Side buildings .  Since 
1985 the number of landmarks on 
the Upper West Side has grown 
from 337 to nearly 2700. Recent 
successes in our neighborhood 
include the landmarking of the Horn 

and Hardart Automat on 
Broadway and the designation of 
Manhattan Avenue between 
104th and 106th as a historic 
district.  
 
If you are interested in 
volunteering to survey the 
neighborhood go to the 
Landmark West web site. 

 

            

 
 

METISSE 
RESTAURANT 
A French Bistro 
Take a Break 

 for lunch or dinner  
7 days a week in a typical 
rustic French Bistro with 

warm ambience. 
 

LIVE JAZZ 

 
by a very live French Combo 

7-10 pm 
 

50% off any bottle of wine 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
10% off Take Out Menu 

Reservations: 
212.666.8825 

239 W 105 Street 
www.metisserestaurant.com

 





Selected Calendar of Events 
 
9/6 Computer Technology, an introduction to the 

Internet for parents and children ages 6 to 12.  
Morningside Heights Library, 2900 Bwy at 113th  
St.  4 pm.  Continues every Thursday through 
10/25.  Call 212.864.2530 for more information. 

9/7 GlobeSonic Sound System Dance Party.  
Dance at the open air summer dance party with 
the GlobeSonic Sound System DJs and the 
Body Temple Drummers.  Weather permitting.  
7-11 pm.  Pier I, 70th St. at the Hudson. 

9/8 Kayaking on the Hudson.  Come to 72nd St. 
and the Hudson for a 20-minute instructional 
paddle, and explore the Hudson River.  Wear a 
bathing suit, or shorts and a t-shirt.  You must 
know how to swim.  Volunteers will supply life 
jackets, kayaks, paddles, and tips on paddling.  
Weather permitting.  For daily weather status call 
646.613.0740.  Continues every Saturday and 
Sunday 10am to 5 pm to 10/14. 

9/9 Cast a Shadow.  Artist Daniel Barash performs 
a shadow puppet tale.  Create your own puppet 
using a traditional Asian art form.  Museum of 
Biblical Art, Bwy & 61st St. 2 pm.  For ages 6-12.  
Space limited.  Register early at 212.408.1251.  
Adult must accompany child.  Wear old clothes. 
Recommended admission $7 for adults, $4 for 
students and seniors, free for children under 12. 

9/9 Native Plant Project Volunteer Workday.  The 
Native Plant Garden between 106th and 108th St. 
in Riverside Park, is designed to improve the 
habitat for birds and to control erosion.  Park 
Tenders work Sundays in the spring, summer 
and fall.  Volunteer by contacting Debbie 
Sheintoch at the Riverside Park Fund.  2-4 pm. 
Meet at 108th St. along the upper path.  Repeats 
9/16. 9/23 

9/9 Urban Oasis:  Spotlight on the Gardens and 
Grounds of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine. 
Learn about the use, history and architecture of 
the buildings on the Close.  Led by Cathedral 
Guide Lee Caron.  2 pm.  Rain or shine.  Meet 
for registration at the Visitor Center inside the 
Cathedral entrance, at 112th St & Amsterdam.  
Tickets $10, or $8 for seniors and students.  Call 
212.932.7147 for more information. 

9/12 Sights and Insights.  Fine arts exhibit curated 
by Ava Schonberg and Pamela Flores, 
Broadway Mall Community Center, 96th St. & 
Bwy.  Reception 9/15 2:30-5:30 pm.  Free.  
Continues to 9/30. 

9/12 Teen Advisory Group.  Choose events and 
programs for your library.  Earn community 
service credit for your school.  Teens ages 12 to 
18 are welcome.  Bloomingdale Library, 150 W 
100 St.  4 pm.  Continues 9/19, 9/26, 10/3, 
10/10.  Call 212.222.8030 for more information. 

9/15 Fall Street Festival, Bwy, 110-118 St.  11 am-6 
pm. 

9/16 West Side County Fair  with carnival rides, 
games, music, square dancing, pony rides, 
and vendors.  1-6 pm.  Riverside Park South 
from 65th to 72nd along the Hudson. 

9/16 Dvorak Symphony #9, American Symphony 
Orchestra, Symphony Space, 4 pm.  Call 
212.868.9276 for ticket information. 

9/18 Folk Tales from Around the World.  Becky 
Koppelman presents stories for ages 5-12.  
Bloomingdale Library, 150 W 100 St.  4 pm.    
Call 212.222.8030 for more information. 

9/22 Hair in the Park, Free 40th Anniversary concert 
performance of this rock musical.  7 pm. No 
tickets required. Delacorte Theater in Central 
Park.  Repeats 9/23 and 9/24. 

9/23 Elephant Playground Fall Fair.  Fundraiser to 
renovate the playground at 76th & RSD.  
Experience a concert, arts and crafts, jumping 
castles, moonbounces, face painting, & more.  
For kids 1-10, rain or shine.  11am – 3pm. 

                                          (cont’d on p. 8) 
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Selected Calendar of Events (cont’d from p.7) 
 
9/24 Complete Beethoven String Quartets.  

Pacifica Quartet performs 18 free lunchtime 
concerts. Philosophy Hall at Columbia 
University.  12:30 – 1:30 pm. Listen to these 
masterpieces, played one per concert, in a 
casual atmosphere. Bring your brown bag, your 
friends, and yourself. throughout the year on the 
following dates. Monday, 9/24 - Opus 18, No. 3, 
Tuesday, 9/25 - Opus 59, No. 3, Wednesday, 
9/26 - Opus 127.  Call 212.854.7799 to order 
free tickets.  Monday, 10/8 – Opus 18, No. 2, 
10/9 - Opus 74, 10/10 – Opus 131. 

9/29 W. l04th St. 18th Annual YARD SALE. 
9/30 Harvest Street Festival.  Broadway, 96-110 St.  

11am-6 pm. 
10/3 Mug Shots.  A photography exhibit curated by 

Deena Weintraub and Jennifer Holst.  Broadway 
Mall Community Center, 96th St. & Bwy. 
Receptions 10/6 and 10/21, 2:30-5:30 pm.  Free.  
Continues to 10/21. 

10/4 Storyclub.  Read aloud and craft or science 
activity for ages 5 to 9.  Bloomingdale Library, 
150 W 100 St.  4 pm.    Call 212.222.8030 for 
more information. 

 

 
10/5 Meet the Author Carolyn Mackler, author of 

Love and Other Four-Lettered Words, who lives 
on the Upper West Side.  For ages 12-18.  10:30 

  am.  Registration required.  Bloomingdale 
Library, 150 W 100 St.  4 pm.    Call 
212.222.8030 for more information. 

10/6-7 5th Annual Open House New York.  Explore 
boardrooms to bedrooms, crypts to clubs, 
factories to firehouses, lighthouses to lookouts, 
monuments to mansions, skyscrapers to 
substations, and so much more! Discover new 
neighborhoods, explore with friends and family, 
and experience New York City's architecture and 
design in all five boroughs. To learn more go to 
openhousenewyork or ohny.org..   

10/8 Peter and the Wolf by the Pushcart Players.  
This classic take at the Jewish Museum, 1109 
Fifth Ave., 2 pm.  Adults $15, Children $10. Call 
212.423.3337 for more information.  

10/13 Art in the Park.  Straus Park.  (Rain date 10/14) 
Call 212.866.9038 for information. 

10/13 100th Street Block Assn. Autumn Street Fair.  
10 am-6 pm.  (Rain date 10/14) 

10/14 Fall Street Festival.  Broadway, 86-96 St.  11 
am-6 pm. 

      

 

Suba Pharmacy, Home and Health Care Supplies 
 

Be a proud customer of this neighborhood institution 
 

Find all your medical and gift needs at very competitive prices.   
Special orders filled on request.  We deliver. 

 

           10% Discount for Seniors              Fax and Copy Center 
      Gift catalogs available             Prescriptions filled with special care  
 

Phone 212.866.6700     FAX 212.866.7129 
 

Hours:  Mon-Fri 9-8; Sat 10-7; Sun Closed 
Pharmacy at the Corner of Broadway & 104th St. for 100 years. 



 

A Super Series   
 

         
          Robert Joseph DeArce 

 
Robert Joseph DeArce  just celebrated his tenth year 
as the Building Superintendent at 895 West End 
Avenue on August 1st of this year.  Although quiet and 
unassuming, Joseph was quick to tell me how much he 
loves the building and his job. 
 
At 42 years old, Joseph has been a super for over half 
his life, for a total of twenty-two years.  In the twelve 
years prior to working at 895, he worked at three 
different buildings in Manhattan.  “I have been training 
all my life for this job.  My father was a super in 
Washington Heights and I learned what the job was 
about from him,” he told me.  
 
In charge of a staff of four (three full-time and one part-
time) in a building of forty-eight apartments (four per  

twelve floors plus the super’s apartment in the 
basement), Joseph pointed out, “No one on my staff 
has left in the years I’ve been here except for the guy 
who retired.” 
 
A native New Yorker, he grew up in Washington 
Heights and the Fordham section of the Bronx.   
 
In addition to his duties at 895, as a Certified 
Professional Locksmith, Joseph works with Safe 
Horizon’s Victim Services, replacing the locks for 
victims of crimes such as domestic violence.  Safe 
Horizon is an organization whose “…mission is to 
provide support, prevent violence and promote justice 
for victims of crime and abuse, their families and 
communities.”  Joseph also teaches about locks and 
alarm systems at the SEIU (Service Employees 
International Union) Local 32BJ. 
 
His favorite thing in the building is the lobby.  “I love the 
stained glass.  I’m trying to make sure the new podium 
goes on the south side of the lobby.  If it doesn’t, the 
view of the beautiful glass will be partly blocked.” 
 
 
The residents of 895 West End Avenue are fortunate to 
have a caring professional like Joseph as their Building 
Superintendent.  He clearly knows his job, and also 
loves what he does. 
 
Joseph is married and the father of three daughters 
ages 24, 19 and 11 years old. 
                                By Gina Boonshoft 
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Neighborhood Services Needed or for Hire 
ESL Tutor..... Help With:  Composition Writing, Conversation, CPE/ACT exam.  Reasonable rates, flexible hours.   

Marsha  212.203.2894. 
Art for Sale. Marsha Ra's original wildlife and botanical drawings and paintings are available as are lovely notecards. For 

more information go to www.marshara.com 
Keep track of your personal business – financial affairs – medical bills and app’ts – social schedule – shopping of all 

types – skillful, creative cook.  Flexible schedule, will travel.  Call Olga – 973-752-8546 or ercr10@optonline.net  
Excellent references including block residents. 

Math Tutor.   Former Math teacher for NYC Dept. of Ed. On W.104 St.  Pursuing Masters in Middle School Math 
Education.  I would love to tutor your child(ren) in algebra, geometry and trigonometry.  Reasonable rates. 
Contact Linda at kernlr@hotmail.com or 201.280.6783. 

Organizing Apartments.  Assistance with organizing/recycling your possessions; aesthetically hanging paintings, etc.  
Call Possession Placement Planning at 212.724.9391.  Very reasonable rates.  

Guitar teacher. 104 St. resident has experience working with all ages.  Reasonable rates and flexible schedule. Contact 
John at 917.756.6678 

Piano and/or French Lessons.  Beginner to advanced, child to adult, by congenial, multi-degreed professional.  Call 
Irina at 212.749.1193 

Juilliard Staff Pianist, experienced teacher and coach-accompanist is willing to teach in your home or apt.  Enthusiastic, 
supportive teacher for students of all levels and ages.  Call Linda at 212.877.1292 or 917.538.2719. 

Computer Consultant/PC Doctor - Computers repaired, maintained, viruses removed and junk mail controlled. Advise to 
repair or buy depending on condition of machine and your pocketbook. I do Windows!! Call Greg Williams, block 
resident, at 212.749.2398. 

Jack of All Trades:  Apartment cleaning and painting; Handyman.  Very reasonable rates.  Excellent references from 
various block residents, including board members.  Phone: 718-961-4542. 

 
Your Neighborhood service publicized - free! You can publicize your neighborhood service (babysitting, dog walking, apartment 

cleaning, etc.) free in the newsletter and on our web site for one year, renewable.  To submit an ad, fill out the form on our web site 
(www.bloomingdale.org Neighborhood Services for Hire) or mail/deliver the following information to Teresa Elwert, 320 RSD, #9D.         

For our records:  your name and mailing address 
               For publication:  your name, contact method (phone # or e-mail address), description of your service 
                Placement:  newsletter, website, or both 
 

Dues 3rd Quarter 7/07 – 9/07 
Please allocate my contribution to:      Amount of check: ____________ 

         ___ Security  ___ Beautification ___Social ___Newsletter ___Board Decision  (Suggested amount:  $30 per quarter or $120 per year ) 
 

Name ______________________________________________________________ 
Address ________________________________________________________  Apt. No. _________ 
E-mail Address _______________________________________________________ 
             (For internal use only. The Block Association will not sell, exchange, or lend your e-mail address to any outside parties) 

 
Make checks payable to West 104th Street Block Association Inc. 
Mail to our treasurer:         or drop off at 
Sid Herzfeld, 895 WEA., Apt. 5D, NY NY 10025     315 RSD: Tantleff,  Apt 6C, 320 RSD: Elwert, Apt 9D 
                                                                                 905 WEA: Bryan, Apt 141, 309 W. 104: Duhan, Apt  8C 

                James Perez 
Senior Vice President/Associate Broker 
________________________________________ 

 
   Brown Harris Stevens Residential Sales, LLC 

 1926 Broadway, New York, NY 10023 
        www.brownharrisstevens.com 
 

       Tel 212.588.5656    Cell 917.902.7193    Fax 212.418.9763 
           Email jperez@bhsusa.com 
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