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Farewell to Elms 
 
They were there one day, gone the next. Every 
morning I would open the blinds and look out at the 
river over the canopy of trees that line Riverside Drive.  
One day last summer, awakened by a strange buzzing 
noise outside, I lifted the shade and instead of seeing 
leaves and water, I saw lines of cars inching along the 
Henry Hudson Parkway. Looking down, I watched in 
horror as the four majestic elms that shaded the 104 
bus stop were ripped limb by limb from the landscape. I 
later learned that these elms, particularly the 40 or so 
that line the rive between here and 120th Street, 
belonged to one of the largest remaining American elm 
groves in the United States.  The trees on our corner 
were the latest victims of a possible new strain of 
Dutch elm disease, a century old fungal blight that 
destroyed most of the elms in this country.  Our trees 
were exorcized as part of a program to protect the 
grove, purging the most infected elms, pruning the 
ones that could be saved, and inoculating the healthy 
specimens.  Dutch elm disease, which began in the 
Netherlands, is a fungus that is spread by the elm bark 
beetle.  It prevents water from reaching the limbs and 
leaves of the trees.  The fungus starts on the outer 
twigs and makes its way downward to the ground.  The 
disease can be spread through the roots to adjacent 
trees.  If you detect the disease early you can spare 
the tree by trimming affected branches.  Unfortunately, 
this preventive maintenance was halted by the budget 
cuts in the early 1990¹s, leaving our groves vulnerable.  
                                               (cont’d on p3 )                               
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Block Resident Awarded a MacArthur  
Palliative Care Specialist  
Dr. Diane Meier Receives 
“Genius” Grant 

 
A pioneer in the field of palliative care, Dr. Diane Meier, 
a longtime resident of 315 Riverside Dr., has received 
a 2008 MacArthur Fellowship (the so-called $500,000 
“genius” award) for her work at Mount Sinai Medical 
Center.  A geriatric specialist, Meier established a 
program at the hospital to work with patients and their 
families, and created pain management strategies.  
She also directs the Center to Advance Palliative Care, 
which is affiliated with Mount Sinai.  For Dr. Meier, the 
grant signals more attention to her field.  “It will bring 
wider recognition both professionally and publicly to 
palliative care, and its importance for patients and 
families living with serious and complex illness,” she 
told the newsletter in an email.  Her interest in 
developing ways to address patients’ pain came from 
her clinical work.  “I could not help but se how much 
misery patients and families in hospital settings were 
experiencing, and it became clear that much of it was 
preventable,” she wrote.  And after the demands of her 
day, she loves coming home to West 104th St.  “Our 
block is like one big family,” she wrote.  “Everyone 
recognizes and greets everyone else, so it’s like a 
village within the city.  I love our neighborhood and 
wouldn’t want to live anywhere else!” 

 

           Happy s Holiday  

            



Block Bulletin Board 
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Dev Rogers has a role in Uncle Vanya by Anton 
Chekhov with The Space Ensemble.  
The Space Theater is in the Arts Building, 300 W. 43 
St., 4th floor. Dates are Dec. 10-13 and 18-20 at 8 pm, 
and Dec. 7 at 2 pm.  Tickets are $18 and are available 
at thespacenyc.net.  Dev, who lives at 905 WEA, has 
had several acting roles recently. 
 
Remembrance of Sheila Garden is 
rescheduled for Sunday, December 7 at 
3 pm rain or shine. Her memorial 
hemlock is in Riverside Park just south 
of 103rd St. between the ramp and the 
walkway. Join friends in an informal 
gathering to remember her.  Sheila was 
a Block Association Board member from 
1991 to 2006, and passed away in 
January, 2008.   
 
Join the Solstice Songfest 

Celebrate the beginning 
of longer days on 
Sunday, December 21st 
by joining your W. 102nd  
& 103rd  Street Block 
Association neighbors,  
led by stalwart Anthony 
Bellov, for an evening of 

caroling.  We’ll stroll the entire territory with specially 
designed songbooks singing seasonal songs from 
“Frosty the Snowman” to “Dona Nobis Pacem” (“Give 
Us Peace”), with which we seek blessings on each 
block.  Perhaps we’ll even get the chance to sing a 
dreidel song duet with the Mitzvah Tank, as we did a 
couple of years ago.  Refreshments follow.  Children, 
pets, and non-singers who desire festive company are 
welcome.  Meet in front of 865 WEA at 7 pm.  For 
details or to offer assistance, call Hedy Campbell at 
212. 865.8524. 
 
Contributors to this issue:  
Barbara Bryan, Ira Gershenhorn, Jeff Howitt,  Nancy 
Lian, Joyce Mann, Martin Mann, Joe Rappaport, David 
Reich, Hanna Rubin, Phyllis Sperling 
 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO 
ABSOLUTE BAGELS 

FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE YARD SALE’S BREAKFAST 
 

WEST 104 STREET BLOCK ASSOCIATION 
  FINANCIAL REPORT NOVEMBER 2008 

 
  OPENING BALANCE 11/01/08:                $17,931.28         
 
  INCOME: 
            Dues                                  $450.00 
 Advertising sales    360.00 
                                                                 
  TOTAL INCOME:                    $810.00           810.00                     
 
  EXPENSES     

      
                      

  TOTAL EXPENSES           $0                              0 
   
  CLOSING BALANCE 11/30/08                 $18,741.28 
 
                           
 
 

Phyllis Sperling Joins Block Board 

An architect by profession, Phyllis Sperling and her husband 
Herman moved on the block several years ago. They loved 
West 104th Street right from the start. “It’s the West Side the 
way it used to be,” she says. A Brooklyn native, Sperling 
became a West Sider 34 years ago. A professor of 
architectural history and design at CUNY, she became 
interested in the block association in part because of its 
support for the neighborhood’s recent rezoning. “I’m also 
drawn because it attempts to create community,” she says. “I 
love the way that people pull together for the street fair.” We 
welcome Phyllis and looking forward to working with her! 

A Belated Thank You! 
Mark Smith and Miriam Cukier pitched in at the Yard Sale to 
foil the rain, donating tarps and helping to save the Silent 
Auction items from significant damage. Warmest thanks to 
both.  
 
 West 104th Street Block Association Board 
 
President          Hanna Rubin 315 RSD 212.865.4579 
VP/Secretary    Nancy Lian 320 RSD 212.316.6112 
Treasurer         Jeff Howitt 315 RSD  212.866.5569 
Members          Gina Boonshoft 321 W 104 212.864.1786 

           Barbara Bryan 905 WEA 212.864.5663 
            Missy Cohen 320 RSD 212.662.8710 
                         Miriam Duhan 309 W 104 212.866.2791 
           Teresa Elwert 320 RSD 212.866.4260 
           Alex Grannis 895 WEA 212.316.1644 
                         Sid Herzfeld 895 WEA 212.749.0085 
                          Joyce/Martin Mann 309 W 104 212.721.6341 
            Lynn Max 315 RSD 212.666.3129 
            Phyllis Sperling 315 RSD 212.595.8981 
            Gary Waskow 320 RSD 212.932.9082  
                         Steven Zirinsky 315 RSD 212.866.6732 



A Treasury of Gifts 
 
A customer of Bazaar de la Paz on Broadway 
happily spent two days shopping in the store.  
Another customer was admiring an already sold 
chest but owner Carol Bazoni told her that there 
was one more like it in the warehouse.  The 
furniture is made from scrap or fallen trees and 
never cut or harvested wood.  With holidays 
coming, Carol said that the inventory is ever 
changing and she expects all kinds of objects to 
decorate for the holidays or to give as gifts.  Five 
kinds of fair trade sports balls (e.g. for rugby and 
soccer) are due along with ornaments for the tree 
or menorah.  These might come from El Salvador 
while Coptic crosses and Stars of David from 
Ethiopia are fashioned from reused or recycled 
silver coins.  They also expect gift cards and 
Hanukah gelt (chocolate coins) in units of 18. 
 
A new line currently in the store is sugar cane fiber 
lighting made in Brazil by homeless. The Bazaar 
also carries Brazilian hand crafted jewelry made 
from waterproof egg cartons.  When asked if the 
economy had affected her sales, Carol said, 
“When money is tight, you want to spend wisely” 
and that her art is special and will last a lifetime.  
Gifts range from ten cents, to a dollar, ten dollars, 
and up.  She hopes that any customer will find 
objects to suit his or her pocketbook. Wander in to 
Bazaar de la Paz or go to 
info@bazaardelapaz.com.  

A Farewell to Elms (cont’d from p 1) 

Thanks to the Riverside Park Fund, the Parks 
Department and the Greenacre Foundation, 
measures were taken this summer to preserve our 
stand of elms. First, the most infected trees were 
destroyed while less infected trees were subjected 
to some radical pruning.  The remaining, still-
healthy elms were inoculated with a fungicide to 
halt the infestation. The inoculation is performed 
by first drilling holes at the base of the tree and 
then forcing the inoculants (dissolved in water) into 
the trunk.  This method is considered 90% 
effective and should protect the trees for three 
years.  
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Although I always treasured Riverside Park, I took 
the trees for granted. No more.  I now value every 
precious leaf and each inch of shade it provides. 
                                  By Phyllis Sperling 
 

Aging in Place Initiative  

Moves Forward;   
Plans to Survey Block are Finalized 

Final details were ironed out at a November 20 
meeting of the newly formed Aging in Place Group 
on the content of a neighborhood-wide survey.  A 
spin-off of the West 102-103rd Street Block 
Association and the West 104th Street Block 
Association, the group meets regularly to 
determine ways that our community can better 
support local residents as they grow older.  

The November 20 meeting had a presentation 
from Dorot, a local West Side non-profit dedicated 
to helping older neighbors.  The organization’s 
many services are listed on its website 
(www.dorotusa.org), but most of the questions 
focused on Dorot’s Shop and Escort service which 
helps hundreds of older residents each month with 
groceries and doctors’ appointments.  The Aging in 
Place Group hopes its survey will clarify whether 
our area needs something similar.  The members 
also stressed the need to learn about the many 
ways in which we all can give as well as take.  The 
group agreed that residents of all ages will be 
tapped for the strengths they can contribute to the 
effort.  The group urges all block residents to 
answer and return the survey, so the Aging in 
Place initiative can focus on the greatest needs – 
and strengths – our area offers.  Next meeting: 
Jan. 22.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Hanna Rubin at 212.865.4579 or 
Hanna.Rubin@verizon.net. 
 

 
Thanks to the volunteers 
who came out in mid-
November to plant bulbs 
which will bloom in the 
spring – daffodils, tulips 
and bluebells. 

  
Jennifer Cowan & her 

children Benjamin Jacob and Abigail 
Jacob, Miriam Duhan, Alex Grannis, Tova 
Getoff, Terry Jory, Joyce Mann,  Angela 
Marvin, Katherine Randall and Joe 
Rappaport – coordinator and supervisor 

 

mailto:info@bazaardelapaz.com


 
Suba Pharmacy Needs Your Help 
Times are hard economically, and Mr. Suba, our valued 
local pharmacist since 1982, is also feeling the pinch. 
He would like his customers to know some facts about 
the upcoming holiday season and about business in 
general: 

o For the entire month of December, all 
merchandise will be 10% off. 

o Seniors 65 and older already get 10% off all 
non prescription purchases. He points out that 
Duane Reade only gives you 5% off. 

o If you request it, he will bulk order frequently 
used items such as diapers and formula and 
pass the savings along to you. 

o If you would like him to carry specific items, 
please ask. He guarantees that you will pay no 
more for them at his store than at a 
competitor’s. 

o He only receives between $1.50 and $2.00 
back per prescription, no matter how much you 
pay for a medication, so if you don’t buy other 
items in the store from time to time, he won’t be 
able to stay in business.  

o He will have seasonal small gift items, makeup 
cases, scented candles, instant cameras, candy 
and cards available for the holidays, but if you 
would like something specific, even during non 
holiday times, please ask him to order it for you. 
 
Mr. Suba also commented that because he was 

paying $5000 a month to the credit card companies, he 
has been forced to ask customers to pay by check or 
cash whenever possible. He said that last month 50% 
of his customers honored his request, and he was able 
to reduce his bills to the credit card companies by half. 
“The good people in this neighborhood take care of 
me,” he said. “I appreciate that they are trying to help 
me out.” He wants to remind people when they come in 
to pick up their prescriptions to also buy other 
merchandise, too, because it’s the only way he can stay 
in business. “Whatever you want, I will happily order it 
for you,” he says. 

 

                
 
 

. 

Selected Calendar of Holiday Events 
 
12/1-1/2  The Station at Citigroup Center.  21st year in 
NYC.  750 sq. ft. of model railroads in O, S, and HO 
scales, depicting 4 seasons in NY State, with elaborate 
scenery.  Lexington Ave. & 53rd St.  Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 
12-5.  Closed Christmas Day.  Free.   
12/5,6,7   Crafts at the Cathedral.  1047 Amsterdam 
Ave.  13th annual juried crafts fair with more than 60 
artisans.  12/5: 5-8 pm, 12/6: 11-6, 12/7: 11-5.  Tickets 
$6 per day or $7 for the entire weekend. 
12/6-1/3  The Klezmer Nutcracker, based on The 
Golden Dreydl.  For ages 3-12.  Vital Theater, 2162 
Broadway, 4th floor.  Information at vitaltheatre.org . 
Performances Saturdays and Sundays at 11 and 1.  
Also 12/29/30/31,1/1,1/2 at 1 pm.  
12/9  Annual lighting of Charles Dana Discovery 
Center, (110th St. between Lenox and Fifth Avenue).  
Activities, music and refreshments, rain or shine, hosted 
by Central Park Conservancy.  Pinecone bird ornament 
making, cookie decorating, music of shaker with bells, 
The Accidentals sing Christmas favorites.  Hot 
chocolate for all.  3-5 pm.  4:45 after a musical 
introduction, the Center will be lighted. 
12/10  Later the Same Evening, opera by John Musto, 
inspired by five Edward Hopper paintings. New York 
Premiere. Manhattan School of Music, John C. Borden 
Auditorium.  7:30 pm. Also 12/12 and 12/14.  Tickets 
$20 adults, $10 seniors and students.  Call 
917.493.4428 for information. 
12/12  Strange Noises and Sacred Places.  John 
Luther Adams’ Music on the Tundra.  Percussion.  
Manhattan School of Music, 122nd St. & Broadway.  3 
pm.  Room 610.  Free.  Call 917.493.4428 for more 
information. 
12/12-14  Big Apple Chorus.  South Street Seaport.  
Friday 6 & 7 pm.  Sat/Sun 3 & 4 pm.  Repeats 12/19-21, 
12=26-28.  Free. 
12/13-14  Peter and the Wolf.  Juilliard Ensemble and 
Isaac Mizrahi present Prokofiev’s classic at the 
Guggenheim Museum’s Peter B. Lewis Theater.  2:30 
and 4 pm. 5th Ave. at 89th St.  Tickets $35, $30 
members.  More information at worksandprocess.org or 
212.423.3587.  Repeats 12/15-16 at 4 and 4:30 pm, 
12/20- 21 at 2:30 and 4 pm. 
12/13  Cathedral Christmas Concert features Britten’s 
Ceremony of Carols and Vaughan William’s Fantasy on 
Christmas Carols.  St. John the Divine, 7:30 pm.  
Tickets $35.  Call 866.811.4111 to order. 
12/14  The Grand Falloons.  Life-sized puppets and 
folk tales of Isaac Bashevis Singer in the musical 
production of Village of Fools.  The Jewish Museum, 
1109 Fifth Avenue.  2 pm.  Adults $15, Children $10. 
Call 212.423.3200 for more information. 
12/14  Snow Comes in Many Colors.  Original 
Christmas fable written, directed and choreographed by 
St. Glory Van Scott.  Riverside Theater, 91 Claremont 
Ave at 120 St., 2 pm.  Free.    (cont’d on p8) 
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SmartStartSitters – in the Neighborhood 
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You need a sitter for your toddler.  Where do you 
go to find someone trained to understand the 
special needs of a two-year old, and who can set 
proper boundaries for both activity and behavior? 

 
There is a new source right in our neighborhood.  
Melody Rubie, a neighbor on 106th Street, needed 
help with her two-week old son six years ago.  
Over the years through her work with the Barnard 
Toddler Parenting Group she learned what is 
needed to provide the best of help, and launched a 
new service in June of this year.   

 
You can contact Melody via email for a trained 
sitter, or a sitter with a graduate degree in special 
needs. She offers a “Friends and Neighbors” 
service which supplies sitters for two children from 
different families.  There is also a Family Plan to 
provide a sitter for a family with three children of 
different ages.  In future she hopes to launch a 
Mother’s Helper program as well.  There is a four-
hour minimum, and some part/time positions have 
been negotiated for weekday afternoons..  

 
Melody recruits her sitters through colleges, with a 
focus on those who are studying or have studied 
child development.  She does background checks, 
and conducts interviews before sending out a sitter 
on an assignment.  She provides service primarily  
 

on the Upper West Side.  Her bank of sitters is 
currently 15, but she continues to recruit.  She 
balances her own demanding long-term role in 
“Phantom of the Opera” with her fledgling business 
and her home life as wife and Mom.  She 
frequently uses her own service during matinee 
and evening performances. .She is in the process 
of becoming licensed by the City of New York.  
Find her at www.smartstartsitters.com or call 
917.208.0790. 
 

 
                  James Perez 
     Senior Vice President/Associate Broker 

________________________________________ 
 

      Brown Harris Stevens Residential Sales, LLC 
      1926 Broadway, New York, NY 10023 
            www.brownharrisstevens.com 

 
           Tel 212.588.5656    Cell 917.902.7193    Fax 12.418.9763 

                 Email jperez@bhsusa.com 

                                

 
             

 
 



About that Computer  

Wasting time or using it 
more efficiently? One of 
the attractions—and 
marketing pitches—when 
the personal computer 
and the Internet arrived in 
our midst was the 

availability of games like Solitaire for whiling away 
time, or, some would say, wasting it. Since those 
pioneering days, more productive and entertaining 
uses of the new technology have been made 
possible with the development of search engines 
such as Google, which find and sort out 
information, both useful and frivolous, and in 
answering questions of all sorts. The online 
encyclopedia Wikipedia provides detailed entries, 
always with the caveat for a user that, subject to 
unsupervised editing and tampering, they are not 
necessarily authoritative. Youtube gives access to 
video clips that include examples of musical 
performances and favorite moments from old films.  
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And for those of us without cable or who cannot be 
bothered to tape favorite programs, Hulu.com is at 

 your service.   Missed the SNL episodes with John 
McCain, Sarah Palin?  No TV at all? Hello, Hulu! 

Basic Security. Whenever you click on a link in an 
email, the health of your computer is in your 
fingers. The virus it may catch is harder to cure 
than any old simple cold. Never run a program sent 
by friends unless they have assured you that it has 
been put through a security program—which is 
hardly likely.  My brother sends me programs that 
he calls laugh riots.  I do not open them. 

Computer Calendar Programs.   My neighbor 
prefers iCalendar; it comes loaded in his Mac.  
Mozilla (also known as Firefox) includes calendar 
programs. Blackberrys, corporate and home PCs 
may use Outlook.  I prefer Google Calendar with its 
easy color coding and other little flourishes that 
make adding events simple.  I recently discovered 
that I can add an Australian time zone, which is 
useful to me because I can't do the math for a 
place that's fifteen hours ahead of us. Now I ask 
you: is that useful or entertaining, an example of 
efficiency or a waste of time? 
                                            by Ira Gershenhorn 

 
 

 

Suba Pharmacy, Home and Health Care Supplies 

   
Visit us for all your shopping needs and gifts at very competitive prices. 

Special orders filled on request.  We deliver. 
10% discount for seniors.  Gift catalogs available 

FREE Glucose Meters with $25 Purchase of Glucose Monitoring Strips 
Phone 212.866.6700     FAX 212.866.7129 

Hours:  Mon-Fri 9-8; Sat 10-7; Sun Closed 
Pharmacy at the Corner of Broadway & 104th St. for 100 years 



"Yes, We Can..." 
  
On November 4th, a well known community organizer 
spoke those words and asked each of us as citizens of 
this nation to make both a personal and collective 
difference in the lives of those around us by 
volunteering our time and talents to help our country 
block by block, neighborhood by neighborhood. In that 
spirit, we remind everyone - children and teenagers, 
too - of the many opportunities to give back to our part 
of the Upper West Side and right here on 104th St.  
Here are a few suggestions of places that need your 
help.  By volunteering even an hour of your time you 
get back far more than you give.  

• Feeding the Needy:  St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, W. 99th St.  
(www.saintmichaelschurch.org) 

• B’nai Jeshurun Synagogue:  W. 88th St.  
(www.b’naijeshurun.org) Help at serving noon 
meal. 

• Homeless Shelter:  Congregation Ansche 
Chesed, West End and 100th St. .Two shifts 
needed from 7-9 pm and overnight. 
(www.anschechesed.org)  

• The Children’s Aid Society at Frederick 
Douglass Children’s Center: 885 Columbus 
Ave. (www.childrensaidsociety.org/freddoug 

• Grosvenor Neighborhood House: YMCA  
(www.ymcanyc.org)  

• Donate Blood or Platelets: Urgently needed, 
especially at holiday times.   

      (www.nybloodcenter.org)   
• Riverside Park Fund:  

(www.riversideparkfund.org)  
• Everybody Wins.! (www.everybodywins.org) is 

a national literacy and mentoring nonprofit 
proven to build the skills and love of reading 
among low-income elementary students.  

• Aging In Place… A new local initiative spun off 
from the W. 104th and W. 102/103rd Block 
Associations  to ensure that older neighbors 
can remain in their homes as long as they 
wish. Next meeting Jan. 22.  For more 
information contact Hanna Rubin at 
Hanna.Rubin@verizon.net 

• Last but not least.the 104th St. Block 
Association.  (www.Bloomingdale.org).  Please 
pay your yearly dues to ensure the beauty and 
safety of our block and join us for the many 
activities we sponsor during the year. 

 
Together, in the words of President-Elect Barack 
Obama,  ‘YES , WE CAN”  make our street, 
neighborhood and community a better place for all. 
 
 

Former Block Resident  
Wins Rhodes Scholarship 
 
David Bauer, formerly of 905 WEA, has just 
won a Rhodes Scholarship, beating out nine 
other finalists from New York State.  The 
announcement came on November 22.  David 
will study at Oxford University in England and 
receive two years with all expenses paid.  He 
plans to investigate how to “fish out the single 
DNA molecules of interest from the complex 
soup of an actual sample of a person’s genetic 
material.”   
 
David had received first prize in the Intel 
Science Talent Search in 2005 while he was a 
student at Hunter High School.  He attended 
the City University of New York Honors 
program, where he majored in chemistry with 
a grade point of 3.99.  He also received a 
Harry S. Truman Scholarship for Public 
Service this year. 
 
As a youngster on the block, he was an avid 
supporter of every Yard Sale, sweeping the 
street early in the morning and again at the 
end of the day. He also distributed publicity 
posters throughout the neighborhood, and 
helped plant the tree gardens.   
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The food of 20 
regions 
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Selected Calendar  
of  Holiday Events 
                                  (cont’d from p4) 
12/16  One Page Poetry Circle 
focuses on Holidays, moderated 
by Abigail Burnham Bloom and 
AnnaLee Wilson.  Bring a page of 
poetry by an established poet.  For 
adults, Bloomingdale Library, 150 
W 100 St., 6:30 pm.  Call 
212.222.8030 for information. 
12/17  Arts and Crafts.  Winter 
crafts.  Morningside Heights 
Library, 2900 Broadway, 4 pm.  
For children ages 3 to 5.  Call 
212.864.2530 for more 
information. 
12/18  Posadas Y Pastorelas:  A 
traditional Mexican holiday 
celebration.  Singing holiday 
procession with dancers in 
costume, and traditional 
shepherds’ play La Posterela, 
refreshments and piñatas.2 pm.  
Museum of the City of New York, 
1220 5th Ave at 103rd St.  Free with 
museum contribution – adults $7, 
seniors, students & children $5, 
families $15.  Call 212.534.1672 
for more information.   
12/19  Luminaria and Song.  
Lights and music for the winter 
solstice.  Straus Park, 6-7 pm. 
12/19-20   Nutcracker with 
dancing soldiers, life-sized dolls in 
partnership with Mooney/Cooley 
Dance.  Riverside Theater, 12/19 8 
pm, 12/20 3 and 8 pm.  Tickets 
$15, $18.  Call 212.870.6784 for 
more information. 
12/21  Hanukkah Art 
Extravaganza, Drop-in Art 
Festival.  Jewish Museum, 1109 
Fifth Ave.  12-4 pm.  Age 3 and up.  
Create Hanukkah lamp, creidel, 
and  more.  Free with museum 
admission.  Call 212.423.3200 for 
more information. 
12/21  Annual Riverside 
Christmas Concert and 
Candlelight Carol Festival.  
Riverside Church at 121 St.  3:30-
5:30 pm with prelude on the 
Carillon at 3 pm.  Tickets 
$25/15/10.  Call box office at 
212.870.6784 for tickets.   Repeats 
from 6-8 pm.   

12/23/24, 29/30  Winter Vacation 
Celebration Days.  Discover fun 
activities for everyone all week long. 
Create your own work of art inspired 
by the exhibition, Chagall and the 
Artists of the Russian Jewish Theater, 
1919–1949 and hunt for Hanukkah 
artifacts.  Jewish Museum, 1109 Fifth 
Ave., 1 pm.  Free with museum 
admission.  Call 212.423.3200 for 
more information. 
12/23  To the Lighthouse by 
Virginia Woolf, book discussion for 
adults at Bloomingdale Library, 
150 W 100 St., 6 pm.  Call 
212.222.8030 for more 
information. 
12/25  Family Celebration.   Live 
music, gallery hunts, special 
events.  The Jewish Museum, 
11:30 am – 4 pm.  Free with 
Museum Admission.  Call 
212.423.3200 for more 
information. 
 12/27-28   Medieval Food.  
Discover what foods people ate in 
the Middle Ages, where they got 
ingredients, how they cooked, 
feasts and celebrations.  Decorate 
medieval tableware to take home.  
The Cloisters, Fort Tryon Park, 1-4 
pm.  Free with museum admission.   
12/31  New Year’s Eve Concert 
for Peace features a vocal suite 
from West Side Story by Bernstein, 
and a new work by Glen Cortese.   
St. John the Divine, 7:30 pm.  Free 
general admission seating.  
Reserved seating $55.  Call 
212.316.6490 for more 
information. 
1/10-3/1  The Princess of 
Riverside Drive, musical about 
Chloe and her terrier, Princess.  
For ages 3-12.  Vital Theater, 2162 
Broadway, 4th floor.  Information at 
vitaltheatre.org . Performances 
Saturdays and Sundays at 11 and 
1.  Also 1/19 at 1, 2/16/2/17/2/18, 
2/19 2/l20 at 2 pm. 
1/14  Latin Lovers, South 
American and Cuban songs 
presented by New York Festival of 
Song, Peter Jay Sharp Theater, 
155 W 65 St., 8-9 pm.  Steven 
Blier, Artistic Director.  Free tickets 
available 1/5 at the Juilliard Box 
Office. 
                                  (cont’d on p. 9) 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Selected Calendar of Events (cont’d from p. 6) 
 
1/17 Trio Eos.  Sacred music by Gounod, Durufle, 
Poulenc, and Britten with biblical themes.  Museum of 
Biblical Arts (MOBIA), 1865 Broadway at 61st St.  3-4 
pm.  Admission $8 in advance, $10 day of concert.  
Call 212.408.1500 for ticket information. 
1/21 Storytelling and the Library.  Stories for ages 
4-12 at Morningside Library, 2900 Bwy, 4 pm.  Call 
212.864.2530 for more information. 
1/26 Lunchtime Concert.  Columbia University 
Philosophy Hall, 12:30 – 1:30.  Enjoy string quartets of 
Haydn in January and February, Mendelssohn in April.  
Concerts also on 1/27, 1/28, 2/9, 2/10, 2/11, 4/6, 4/7, 
4/8, 4/20, 4/21, 4/22.  Free, but call 212.854.7799 for 
tickets and other information. 
1/27 Manhattan School of Music Chamber 
Sinfonia plays music by Sirota, Grieg, R. Strauss.  
Kenneth Kiesler, conductor, Glenn Dicterow, 
concertmaster.  Carnegie Hall’s Zankel Hall, 57th St. & 
7th Ave.  7:30 pm.  $20 adults, $10 seniors and 
students.  Call 212.247.7800 for more information. 
2/5 Wii want to Play.  Play Wii Sports, Super 
Mario Galaxy and Guitar Hero and more.  Host a 
tournament for your friends.  Ages 12-18.  
Bloomingdale Library, 150 W 100 St., 6 pm.  Call 
212.222.8030 for more information. 
2/8 Broadway Bach Ensemble plays Holst First 
Suite for Concert Band, Vaughn Williams Variations on 
a Theme by Thomas Tallis, Saint Saens Symphony #3 
for Organ.  Michael Tietz, conductor, Linda Betelman, 
organist.  Broadway Presbyterian Church, 114th St. & 
Bwy.  2 pm.  Free. 
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Celebrate the Holidays  
At METISSE 
RESTAURANT 

LUNCH 
Monday to Friday 

11:30 to 4 pm 
BRUNCH 

Saturday and Sunday 
10:30 to 4 pm 
DINNER 
7 days a week 

starting at 4:01 pm 
 

Reservations: 
212.666.8825 

239 W 105 Street 
www.metisserestaurant.com 

Neighborhood Services 
Needed or for Hire 
 
Marisa at 320 RSD is editing her 
library to make room for new literary 
arrivals.  Dozens and dozens (perhaps 
hundreds) of well-curated, very gently 
treated, and once-read recent YA 
hardbacks and paperbacks. Also many 
books for elementary school age kids, 
picture books, Winnie-the-Pooh, etc. 
Fantastic selection of fiction, historical 
fiction, fantasy, and series (Lemony 
Snicket, Half-Magic, Warriors, Land of 
Elyon, Brian Jacques, etc.)-for kids 
ages 6 – 14.  Reasonable prices and 
complimentary personal reviews 
included upon request. Looking for a 
specific title? Just ask. 
Call 212-749-7170 / email 
KGershenhorn@mindspring.com and 
stock up on a stack of good reading. 
Get Smart Now sends trained, 
insured, patient teenagers to your 
home to alleviate tech anxiety-no 
question too basic, from interpreting 
tech instructions to retrieving your 
digital pictures.   Basic computer skills 
taught.  Call 212.799.4183 
Babysitter/Mother’s Helper.  
Teenager.  Hayley likes to play games, 
sing songs, play guitar, read, assist 
with homework, be a great friend to 
children.  Call 212.662.4951. 
ESL Tutor..... Help With:  Composition 
Writing, Conversation, CPE/ACT 
exam.  Reasonable rates, flexible 
hours.   Marsha  212.203.2894. 
 

 
Art for Sale. Marsha Ra's original 
wildlife and botanical drawings and 
paintings are available as are note 
cards. Info at www.marshara.com 
Keep track of your personal 
business – financial affairs – medical 
bills and app’ts – social schedule – 
shopping of all types – skillful, creative 
cook.  Flexible schedule, will travel.  
Call Olga – 973-752-8546 or 
ercr10@optonline.net  Excellent 
references including block residents. 
Guitar teacher. 104 St. resident has 
experience working with all ages. 
 Reasonable rates and flexible 
schedule. Call John at 917.756.6678 
Organizing Homes/Offices.   
Assistance with sorting, rearranging 
and recycling any and all items with 
creative flair!  Hang pictures/mirrors,  
unpack and organize in new home, 
disposition of your deceased loved 
one's possessions.  Reasonable rates. 
Call: Possession Placement Planning 
@ (212) 724-9391.  
Piano and/or French Lessons.  
Beginner to advanced, child to adult, 
by congenial, multi-degreed 
professional.  Call Irina at 
212.749.1193 
Computer Consultant/PC Doctor - 
Computers repaired, maintained, 
viruses removed, junk mail controlled. 
Advise to repair or buy depending on 
condition of machine and your 
pocketbook. I do Windows!! Call Greg 
Williams, block resident, at 
212.749.2398. 

 
Your Neighborhood service publicized - free! Publicize your neighborhood service (babysitting, dog walking, apartment 

cleaning, etc.) free in the newsletter and on our web site for one year, renewable.  To submit an ad, fill out the form on our web site 
(www.bloomingdale.org Neighborhood Services for Hire) or mail/deliver the following information to Nancy Lian, 320 RSD.        
For our records:  your name and mailing address  Placement:  newsletter, website, or both 
 For publication:  your name, contact method (phone # or e-mail address), description of your service            

Dues 4th Quarter 9/08 – 12/08     Please allocate my contribution to:     Amount of check: ____________ 
         ___ Security  ___ Beautification ___Social ___Newsletter ___Board Decision  (Suggested amount:  $30 per quarter or $120 per year ) 

 
Name ______________________________________________________________ 
Address ________________________________________________________  Apt. No. _________ 
E-mail Address _______________________________________________________ 
             (For internal use only. The Block Association will not sell, exchange, or lend your e-mail address to any outside parties) 
 
Suggestions for the block: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Make checks payable to West 104th Street Block Association Inc. 
Mail to our treasurer:         or drop off at 
Jeff Howitt, 315 RSD, Apt. 8C, NY NY 10025         895 WEA: Herzfeld,  Apt 5D, 320 RSD: Waskow, Apt. 8G 
                                                                                 905 WEA: Bryan, Apt 141, 309 W. 104: Duhan, Apt  8C 
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