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Greetings from the Board of the West 
104th Street Block Association.
Last year at this time we described  the 
block as being in a state of ‘Diamonds 
and Rust’,  well… the rust is finally gone 
and  the diamonds thankfully remain. It 
has been a good year on West 104th 
Street and your Block Association has 
been busy.

•Block Association representatives have 
attended  the Police Precinct Community 
Relations meetings to help us keep you 
informed on issues affecting   
neighborhood crime and safety. 
According to police  statistics, we live on 
one of the safest blocks in one of the 
most crime free areas of the city.

•We have maintained our liaisons with 
other neighborhood organizations to keep 
you informed of local events including 
electronics recycling, concerts, rezoning 
and landmarking efforts, discount offers 
and other events of interest.

•24th Annual Yard Sale: Beautiful weather 
helped to make this year’s block fair a 
great success.  As always this much 
anticipated west side event could not be 
accomplished without the more than 80  
volunteers who donate  their time, energy,  
labor  and good cheer. Hopefully we have 
thanked all volunteers in a previous 
newsletter but if we missed any one of 
you, please accept this now as a thanks 
from the entire block.  All components  of 
the Yard Sale - the vendors, book sales, 
silent auction, “what a bargain”  tables, 
face painting, cookout and homemade 
baked goods - made a valued contribution 
to building community spirit.  We got 
particular praise for the live music and   
especially for the final act of the day, the 
“Shaylettes”. This Motown group was  
back for the third year and once again  
had folks dancing in the streets.   This 
year’s yard sale grossed over $10,000.  

One element that set a new record was 
the 50/50 Raffle. It totaled $3,162, 
granted the winner (one of our own block 
residents) a check for $1,581 and yielded   
$1,581 to the Block Association. Over all, 
this year’s Yard Sale netted a bit over 
$8,000 to help pay for plantings and the 
security patrol.

•Parking Garage Discounts: Some 
members have asked if the Block 
Association discounts we have enjoyed 
for the last three years will continue. The 
news is good: the garage has agreed to 
extend our discounted rate and is willing 
to accept a few ‘new’ customers from 
members in good standing of our Block 
Association. Remember, to be considered 
a ‘member in good standing’ and to 
continue to receive your parking discount, 
you must pay your full dues for the year 
by January 2014. Block residents pay 

$140 per year and ‘off-block’ residents 
pay $70 per year. Contact us at the email 
address or phone number at the end of 
this letter if you or someone you know 
wishes to take advantage of our discount.

•New Residents: We have been 
contacting new block residents to 
welcome them to the neighborhood, offer 
them ‘welcome’ kits and encourage them 
to participate in block activities. If you are 
a new resident or know someone that is 
and we have not yet contacted you, 
please drop us an email or call so we can 
properly welcome you (contact details at 
end of letter).

•The Newsletter: We have published the 
newsletter regularly (thanks to the 
yeoman efforts of our outgoing editor 
Nancy Lian who did this job for fifteen 
years and has passed the torch to the 
new editor, Jon Smith). It features articles 
of interest, neighborhood news, upcoming 
events and interviews with interesting 
residents on our block.

•We met with Boards of the co-op 
buildings on the block to get feedback on 
how the Block Association can serve them 
and their residents better.

•New Events: We had a very successful 
private tour of the architecture and 
exhibits at the Morgan Library this past 
June and held an enjoyable sunset get-
together at the Hudson Beach Café`. We 
received so many requests to hold similar 
events like these that we will definitely be 
planning more of the same once the 
weather warms up. Suggestions have 
been made for a block resident ‘pot luck’ 
meal where everyone brings a dish. It’s a 
good idea but we just need a location. If 
anyone has a backyard or roof deck that 
can accommodate up to 50 people or so, 
please contact us and we can do the rest.
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Winter is coming, but it’s taking its time!!
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I came across this on the 
internet while looking for a 
photo of our house; I have no 
idea how this writer found such 
an extensive history of our 
house for such a long period of 
time. 

http://tinyurl.com/brownstone104

-Nikhil

West 104th Street Block Association Board

President Gary Waskow 320 RSD 212.932.9082 
VP Alex Grannis 895 WEA 212.316.1644
Secretary   Mary Koval 895 WEA 212.866.3556
Treasurer Barbara Boynton 905 WEA 212.864.1011 
Members  Beverly Block, 320 RSD 440.935.0607
    Barbara Bryan 315 RSD 212.864.5663
 Bonnie Dry 315 RSD 212.222.2102
 Trudie Grace 308 W 104 212.222.2303
 Jeff Howitt 315 RSD 212.866.5569
 Nancy Lian 320 RSD 212.316.6112
 Joyce Mann 309 W 104 212.721.6341
 Martin Mann 309 W 104 212.721.6341
 Lynn Max 315 RSD 212.666.3129
 Jon Smith 320 RSD 212.222.4431
 Phyllis Sperling 315 RSD 212.595.8981
 Steven Zirinsky 315 RSD 212.866.6732
Emeritus  Sid Herzfeld, 895 WEA 212.749.0085

 W 104 ST BLOCK ASSN FINANCIAL REPORT
December 2013

Opening Balance (11/01/13)!  $38,614.77

Income
! Dues! ! 325.00
! Newsletter Ads! ! 150.00
! Tote Bags! ! 24.00
! Yard Sale! ! 3.00
! Interest ! ! 4.06!
! Total ! ! +506.06 ! !  39,120.83
Disbursements
! Guard service ! ! 2654.88
! Plants! ! 352.39
! Misc! ! 49.72
 ! Total ! ! -3056.99 ! !  36,063.84
Corrections ! !
! Check Delayed! ! 103.18! !     -103.18
Closing Balance (11/30/13) ! $35,960.66

Contributors to the December issue:
Barbara Boynton, Bonnie Dry, Trudie Grace, Mary 
Koval, Nancy Lian, David L. Reich,
Jon Smith, Phyllis Sperling, Gary Waskow

p 2 Letter to the editor
p 3 Local Updates
p 4 Letter continues from pg 1

p 5 Interview
p 6 Message from BAiP
p 7 Calendar
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The block association board meets once a month. 
We enjoy having residents attend  the meetings.

Please let us know if you would like to attend one and we 
will send you an invitation.

104thstreetba@gmail.com

If you would like to write for the 104th Street Newsletter, 
we’d love to hear from you. Please send Jon an email at:

104thstreetba@gmail.com

Photo on page 2 by Jon Smith

You should visit this website for an amazing insight into the 
history of our neighborhood and specifically this block. 
Thank you, Nikhil!!

Letter to the Editor
We recently received this letter from Nikhil Maheshwari, a 17-
year-old lifetime resident of 104th Street. 

http://www.bloomingdale.org
http://www.bloomingdale.org
http://daytoninmanhattan.blogspot.com/2013/05/the-west-side-survivor-at-no-312-w.html
http://daytoninmanhattan.blogspot.com/2013/05/the-west-side-survivor-at-no-312-w.html
mailto:104thstreetba@gmail.com
mailto:104thstreetba@gmail.com
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West Side Federation 
of Block Associations Update

The West Side Federation of Neighborhood and Block 
Associations, a consortium of Upper West Side block 
associations, met November 4, 2013. Miriam Febus, 
President of the West Side Federation, led the meeting.

The Treasurer’s Report indicated a balance of $8,221.99.  
Ms. Febus announced that the holiday party would be held 
December 2, 2013 from 7-10PM at the Dallas BBQ 
restaurant on West 72nd Street.  Honorees include Scott 
Stringer, Gale Brewer, and Nancy Barry (Commanding 
Officer of the 24th Precinct) among others.  

Many members are concerned with the creation of new bike 
lanes and would like bicyclists held accountable for 
accidents to pedestrians.  There have been over 500 
reported injuries of pedestrians by bicyclists.  Ms. Febus 
reported that the organization, Transportation Alternatives, 
does not support the licensing of bicyclists, one method in 
which bicyclists would be held accountable for obeying 
traffic laws.  In addition, there is a planned bike lane on 
Amsterdam Ave.  After much discussion by the members, 
the Board voted to request a comprehensive study of the 
traffic on Amsterdam Ave. by the Department of 
Transportation prior to adding a bike lane.  Reasons cited 
were traffic congestion and delivery impairment on 
Columbus Ave on which there is already a bike lane.  Once 
the study is completed and reviewed by the Board, a 
decision will be made on whether to support the addition of 
a bike lane on Amsterdam Ave.

Guest speakers included Sandrine Fermino, Community 
Affairs Coordinator, from the office of the New York County 
District’s Attorney’s Office.  Ms. Fermino provided an 
overview of current projects which included working with 
the West 71st Block Association on the homeless situation 
in that area.  Their office is willing to work with any block 
association on issues such as cyberbullying and elder 
abuse and will gladly come and speak to the block 
association members on these topics.

Ms. Febus concluded the meeting by announcing that the 
Community Board 7 is working diligently to revitalize the 
Manhattan Valley neighborhood, typically defined as 
Columbus Ave. between 104th and 110th streets, by 
promoting new stores and restaurants.

      Mary Koval

 ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅

Three Fall  2013 24 th Precinct 
Community Council  Meetings

During the council meetings this season, the commanding 
officer of the precinct, Inspector Nancy Barry, has reviewed 
crime statistics and emphasized once again that unattended 
property continues to generate theft with some frequency. 
Officers also cautioned about identification theft when Social 
Security numbers are given over the telephone. Recent crimes 
during the last month or so have included thirteen identity 
thefts, four of which involved the opening of credit cards. Six 
recent arrests for aggressive panhandling have occurred; at 
banks, panhandlers must be no closer than ten feet from the 
exterior. The police warned against leaving cars idling in cold 
weather with keys in the ignition. Homeless people sitting on 
the sidewalks not blocking the walkways cannot be asked to 
move by the police and cannot be taken in for psychological 
evaluation. In cold weather, the police will try to move them, if 
needed, to a hospital. Four churches in the area are currently 
allowing the homeless to sleep on their steps. If aid should be 
brought to a person on the street, a call should be made to 311 
or 911 if the situation seems to be an emergency.

On the Upper West Side crosstown buses, there have been 
many recent thefts of wallets. The police have been taking 
reports, including at the 24th Precinct, so that officers can follow 
up by viewing videos at local stores where fraudulent activity 
with stolen credit cards has occurred.

In other news, for an application for NYC Transit Access-a-
Ride, call 877-337-2017. The rides are available twenty-four 
hours a day, seven days a week, year round. Two lawyers 
representing the Manhattan Family Court system, which 
prosecutes juvenile delinquency cases of those under the age 
of sixteen, recently explained in detail the many steps within 
the system. District Leader Cynthia Doty has been elected the 
vice-president of the 24th Precinct Community Council.
      Trudie Grace

Bloomingdale Aging in Place (BAiP) 895 West End 
Building Representative

Mary Koval has been designated the BAiP representative for 
895 WEA. BAiP is an organization that helps older adults to 
lead vital, connected, and safe lives. They offer assistance 
when requested and sponsor many wonderful activities such as 
book groups, photography groups, painting groups, and many 
more! The organization also sponsors various social events 
which provide an opportunity to meet your neighbors.
Please contact Mary Koval (mtkoval@aol.com) for more 
information.

mailto:mtkoval@aol.com
mailto:mtkoval@aol.com
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•Email Notifications: As the newsletter arrives at your door 
only six times a year it is a bit slow for notifying people of 
fast moving events. We use email to send out notifications 
of local events of interest and discounts of a timely nature. If 
you wish to be included in these, send your email to 
address at end of letter with subject ‘add to email list’. The 
email list is only for notifications and is not shared with 
anyone.

All of the above are in addition to our main focus which is 
the “quality of life”, safety and beautification for our homes 
on West 104th Street. 

• Security guard Jean Doralis continues to patrol our 
block (this is his 6th year). Jean is a welcome 
presence for children coming home from school, 
folks walking their dogs at night and anyone 
returning home late. Thank you Jean!

• Beautification: The new tree planted on the north 
side of West 104th Street, near WEA is thriving after 
three attempts and years of effort. With countless 
hours of help from our volunteers, we’ve planted and 
maintained the tree beds on the block and also 
maintained the wild flower garden at the downtown 
M5 bus stop.

• New Tree Guards: A major project taking almost two 
years was finally completed this September. With 
generous contributions from residents of our block 
we were able to replace all the rusted and crumbling 
tree guards with beautiful new corrosion protected 
iron work that unifies the look of the block. Building 

owners and co-op boards contributed $17,000 and 
individual residents contributed $12,000 toward this 
project. The Block Association contributed the 
remaining required funds from our general budget. 
These new tree guards were custom manufactured 
of solid iron and specially treated against rust. With a 
bit of paint now and again they should never need 
replacing. In addition to improving the look of the 
tree beds, we were also able to double their size. We 
now have much greater ‘green’ area for plantings in 
the coming seasons which will definitely enhance the 
beauty of the block. In early November volunteers 
planted beds with Angelique tulip bulbs. Look for 
them next spring as they begin to poke up through 
the snow.

• Last but not least, I want to acknowledge the board 
members of the West 104th Street Block Association. 
Without their hard work, determination and 
dedication to maintaining and improving the quality 
of life on our block, none of what I have described 
would be possible. The members of the board are 
the heart and soul of the block and deserve our 
thanks.

 

Looking forward to the coming year on our block, may it be 
a healthy one for all.

Gary Waskow, 

President, West 104 Block Association

You can contact the Block Association via email: 

Letter from the President - Continued from Pg 1

http://www.bloomingdale.org
http://www.bloomingdale.org
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In the Spotlight: Daisy Obadiah
You have certainly seen a meticulously coiffed lady walking in 
the neighborhood with her walker. She is Daisy Obadiah, a 
resident of 320 Riverside Drive since 1946.

Her story reads like a novel.

Her father, originally from Iraq, was one of three partners in 
an import/export business. He moved his family to Iran to 
handle a part of the company’s trading. As part of his 
business he had frequent contacts with foreigners and 
learned several languages. Born in Tehran, Daisy had one 
brother and five sisters. She had a comfortable childhood 
growing up in a spacious home with beautiful gardens. 
Arabic, Farsi and French were spoken and she has fond 
memories of attending the Ecole Jeanne d’Arc where she and 
her siblings were taught French by nuns; of playing the piano, 
going to movies and weekend tea parties with family friends. 
One of her family’s favorite frequent visitors was a handsome 
mustached Captain in the British Intelligence Department. In 
Iran at that time girls were not allowed any contact with boys 
outside their family and betrothals were commonly arranged 
between families.

Before long this Captain, without ever having spoken to her, 
asked Daisy’s father for her hand! Daisy and Charlie were 
married with a large hotel reception in 1943.

Their early years together were punctuated with exciting 
events. As part of his work for British Intelligence, Charlie was 
responsible for security for international meetings. The most 
famous of these was the “Eureka” conference attended by 
Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin. Part of the conference was a 
hotel reception where Daisy got to meet the three most 
powerful world leaders. Charlie and Daisy spent a year in 
Tehran then moved to Palestine for 4 months and then on to 
Egypt for 18 months. It was finally in England where Charlie 
was discharged, where their daughter Jeannie was born and 
where Daisy taught herself English.

With a quickly issued visa, the family moved to the US in 
1946 and settled at 320 Riverside Drive where son Richard 
was born. Charlie found work in the foreign exchange field. 
She thoroughly enjoyed the neighborhood especially 
Riverside Park. In residence for sixty-seven years, she has 
fond memories of long gone elevator staff and doormen; milk, 
egg and butter deliveries to a box outside her door; never 
locking apartment doors; free concerts in the park; sitting on 
the upper level of the park well past midnight and going to 
midnight movies on Broadway on hot summer nights. 

In 1974, eager to work, Daisy applied for a position at Saks 
Fifth Avenue, and was assigned to the bridal department. 
Many foreigners from the Middle East came there to shop, 
and her fluency in Arabic, Farsi and French was appreciated 
by both clients and store personnel. She gave unstinting and 
meticulous service to everyone, and garnered the respect of 
all who came in contact with her. After her husband’s death in 
1994 she tried to move to Chicago, to be near her son, but 
after only two weeks she returned to New York. Her position 
at Saks changed to 3 days a week in the coat department, 
where she continued to work until she broke her hip in 2009. 
Throughout all the years she lived here, Daisy has had her 
beautiful hair done by the same person at the Hotel Pierre. 
But alas, things do change and after 50 years at that salon, 
her hairdresser has finally retired; a circumstance Daisy 
sincerely regrets.

A member of Daisy’s family made international headlines in 
2007. Her sister-in-law, Haleh Esfandiari, the Director of the 
Middle East Program at the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C. , was in Iran on one 
of her regular visits to see her mother. There, she was 
suddenly arrested by Iran’s Intelligence Ministry which 
claimed that she was part of an American conspiracy and she 
was jailed for 105 days in solitary confinement. After her 
release, she returned to the US and wrote My Prison, My 
Home and Reconstructed Lives: Women and Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution.

Daisy’s siblings live in Washington, DC, California and 
Arizona and her children live in California and Chicago. She 
can’t think of moving, and continues to enjoy her life and 
friends in the building, in the neighborhood, and around the 
Upper West Side. 
     Nancy Lian & Gary Waskow

Jesse I Berger, MBA 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 
The Lower-Stress Broker sm 

1995 Broadway, 4th Floor 
New York, NY  10023 
646.505.6992   e-fax: 646.497.5145 
JIBERGER@elliman.com 
www.elliman.com 

We fully support Fair Housing, both in the spirit and the letter of the law. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson_International_Center_for_Scholars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson_International_Center_for_Scholars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson_International_Center_for_Scholars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson_International_Center_for_Scholars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
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BAiP to Honor Founding Board Member Herman Sands
By David L. Reich

Bloomingdale Aging in Place (BAiP) owes a great deal to Herman Sands, a neighbor from 315 Riverside 
Drive.  Herman and his wife, Phyllis Sperling, were at the root of BAiP’s creation.  Six years ago, inspired 
by a model they’d seen elsewhere, they brought the idea to this community with characteristic seriousness 
of purpose and enthusiasm.  Together, they were the catalysts of the chain reaction that built BAiP.  In the 
following years, dozens of volunteers saw value in creating a structure to serve those in our area who wish 
to age in place with a greater sense of community.  

In Herman’s case, it wasn’t just an idea he championed; he set about making it happen as a founding 
Board Member and as part of our Neighbor-to-Neighbor (N2N) committee.  Herman rolled up his sleeves 
and worked hard to make the vision a reality.  With that of many others, his efforts formed the basis of our 
organization, which is thriving and supporting hundreds of our neighbors.

Sadly, we lost our dear friend Herman to cancer on October 17th.  At its November 14th meeting, the 
Board of Directors of BAiP voted to establish an award in Herman’s memory to recognize distinguished 
volunteer service from a member of the community in advancement of BAiP's mission.  Our new award 
committee welcomes nominations from our neighbors who have been positively affected by the work of a 
BAiP volunteer.  Nominations may be submitted with a brief written statement of support to:  
SandsAward@bloominplace.org or by mail to BAiP, P.O. Box 497, New York, NY 10025.

We also welcome new volunteers to follow in Herman’s footsteps and join our efforts.  Please contact us if 
you wish to learn how you might help: info@bloominplace.org or (212) 842-8831.

http://www.bloomingdale.org
http://www.bloomingdale.org
mailto:sandsaward@bloominplace.org
mailto:sandsaward@bloominplace.org
mailto:info@bloominplace.org
mailto:info@bloominplace.org
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Newsletter Calendar
December 2013- January 2014

A CHRISTMAS CAROL at the Merchant’s 
House Museum running December 3-20! 
Get tickets at:
http://christmascarolnyc.bpt.me 
12/6 – 12/8  Crafts at the Cathedral  Join 
us for a friendly atmosphere of holiday 
shopping with 58 exhibitors on two floors 
and homemade soups and sandwiches in 
the café.  12/6 5PM-8PM ($6.00) 12/7 
10AM-6PM ($7.00) 12/8 10AM-5PM 
($7.00)  The Cathedral Church of St. John 
the Divine 1047 Amsterdam Ave. 
www.stjohndivine.org
12/11  Holiday on the Hudson  Holiday 
tree lighting party and celebrate the 
season with the local community, live 
music, holiday decoration making and 
more.  West Harlem Piers Park  West 
125th St. and Magnolia St.  6PM-7PM  
FREE  www.riversideparknyc.org
12/12  Wish You Were Here: Sigmund 
Freud  Participate in this interactive 
evening of discussion between Jens 
Hoffman and Dr. Sigmund Freud, as 
represented by Michael Roth.  The Jewish 
Museum  1109 5th Ave. 6:30PM  Free 
12/12 and 12/15  Musica Sacra’s 
Handel’s Messiah.   A New York City 
holiday tradition.  Carnegie Hall 57th at 7th 
Ave.  8:00PM  Tickets $25 - $128.00.  
www.tickets@musicasacranyc.com
12/14  Cathedral Christmas Concert:  
Ottorino Respighi, Laud to the Nativity.  
The annual Christmas concert features 
Combined Cathedral Choirs, Orchestra, 
and soloists.  Don’t miss this joyous 
occasion!  The Cathedral Church of St. 
John the Divine 1047 Amsterdam Ave. 
7:00PM  $50.00  www.stjohndivine.org
12/14 & 12/15  The Christmas Story: 
Waverly Consort  The Waverly Consort’s 
thirteen member ensemble brings vocal 
and instrumental hymns, processionals, 
and antiphons from the tenth to the 
fifteenth century. The Cloisters Fort Tyron 
Park  3:00PM  $45.00
12/18  Sacred Music in a Sacred Space: 
A Child is Born  Favorites from the 
Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah 
and carols for all to join in singing.  
Church of St. Ignatius Loyola  980 Park 
Ave. 7:00PM  $50.00  
www.smssconcerts.org
1/10  Beverly Taki/O Sole Trio Concert  
Songstress Beverly Taki performs classic 
popular songs backed with a 10-piece 
band.  The show opens with a 60 minute 
set by renowned group, O Sole Trio.  
Leonard Nimoy Thalia at Symphony 
Space  7:30PM  $35.00  
www.aymphonyspace.org

1/12  Robert Mann String Quartet 
Institute Final Concert  Greenfield Hall  
Manhattan School of Music  120 
Claremont Ave 2:30PM  FREE
 www.msmnyc.edu
1/22  Selected Shorts: The Stories of 
Alice Munro  Alice Munro’s rich stories 
divulge the vengeful undersides of human 
nature and bring to life the small-town joy 
and despair of her native Ontario.  Event 
includes stellar performances of Munro’s 
works and remarks from long-time friend 
Margaret Atwood.  Peter Jay Sharp 
Theater at Symphony Space  7:30PM  
$28.00  www.symphonyspace.org
1/30  Brahms Ein Deutsches Requiem 
Unlike the requiems of Mozart, Verdi, and 
others, Brahms abandoned the Latin 
Mass for the Dead and constructed his 
own collection of texts from the Bible.  In 
doing so, his German Requiem offers 
something different from all the others: it 
is a work of consolation for those left 
behind.  Voices of Ascension  12 11th St  
8:00PM  $10.00-$65.00  
www.voicesofascension.org
1/31  Manhattan School of Music 
Composers’ Orchestra  Orchestral 
premieres by graduating students  Borden 
Auditorium  120 Claremont Ave. 7:30PM  
FREE www.msmnyc.edu

Ongoing
Holiday Markets:  Open markets with 
beautiful crafts exhibiting and selling their 
work. 12/26 through 12/31.  Grand 
Central Station Concourse; Columbus 
Circle; Bryant Park.
 NYC Public Library for the Performing 
Arts, Dorothy and Lewis B. Cullman 
Center.  This venue offers many classes 
and programs throughout the months, 
usually free.  40 Lincoln Center Plaza.  
Closed Sunday. Check website for 
programs: www.nypl.org
October 10 through May 2014  Vargas-
Suarez Universal.  Brooklyn-based artist 
Rafael Vargus-Suarez will transform the 
Miller Theater lobby into a 360 degree art 
work which abstracts 
geometric marks 
suggest notes on a 
musician’s staff paper.  
His art will be 
displayed throughout 
May 2014.  Miller 
Theater  2960 
Broadway at 116th St. 
FREE  
www.millertheater.com
Mugi Pottery Studio.  
This neighborhood 
studio offers classes 
for adults, couples, 

and kids. The studio has a wide arrange 
of pottery for sale.  Watch for their holiday 
sale!  The studio was featured on the 
television program, Millionaire 
Matchmaker.  993 Amsterdam Ave.  
www.mugipottery.com
Bloomingdale Library.  Our library offers 
many classes and activities for children 
and adults alike.  150 West 100th St. 
(Betwn Amsterdam & Columbus). Closed 
Sunday.  Check website for classes: 
www.nypl.org
Café Columbia: Monthly Lectures.  
Columbia University professors discuss 
topics on the Arts, Science, Social 
Science, and Humanities.  Picnic Market 
and Café  2665 Broadway (101st and 
102nd St)  6:00PM-7:00PM.  Consult 
website for topics:  
www.picnicmarket.com
Metropolitan Museum of Art.  Beginning 
July 1, 2013 – the Metropolitan Museum 
will be open 7 days per week.  This new 
schedule affects both the main museum 
on E. 82nd St and the Cloisters museum in 
Fort Tyron Park.  Current exhibitions 
Cleopatra’s Needle (December 3 – June 
8); Antonia Canova: The Seven Last 
Works (January 22 – April 27); 
Metropolitan Vanities: The History of 
the Dressing Table )December 17 – April 
13). www.metmuseum.org
 Great Music in a Great Space.  In 
celebration of the restored Great Organ, 
the Cathedral presents a concert series 
most every Sunday.  Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine 1047 Amsterdam Ave.  
5PM  FREE  www.stjohndivine.org
Cathedral of St. John the Divine Tours.  
Explore the many highlights of the 
Cathedral’s history, architecture, and 
artwork from the Great Bronze Doors to 
the seven Chapels of the Tongues.  The 
Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine 
1047 Amsterdam Ave. 11AM and Noon, 
203PM Mondays; 11AM-Noon, 1-2PM 
Tuesdays, 1-2PM select Sundays  $6.00 
($5.00 seniors) www.stjohndivine.org
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BLOOMINGDALE AGING IN PLACE 
(BaiP) ----- Bloominplace.org
BAiP is an intergenerational volunteer network 
of neighbors working to help older residents to 
continue living at home safely and comfortably. 
BAiP sponsors social & cultural activities, 
provides educational tools, and a helping hand 
for those in need through its Neighbor-to-
Neighbor (N2N) program. The latter takes the 
form of providing help going places, running 
errands, light shopping, accompaniment at 
home or outdoors, and information. If you want 
to contact N2N for this kind of assistance, or to 
talk about volunteering, e-mail: 
N2N@bloominplace.org, or call: 212.842.8831 
to leave a message with your contact 
information. Either way, a BAiP member will 
respond promptly. 
Give yourself a gift of good health. 
Tammy Wise offers a class in Body Logos 
each Sunday at the Youth Hostel, 103rd & 
Amsterdam. The Sunday class is a $15 single 
class rate and $64 for a series of 5 ($13 per 
class). The details at: http://
www.bodylogos.com/international-hostelling/

Math and Science Tutoring
Columbia postdoc with over 10 years 
experience tutoring available to teach math, 
chemistry, and physics.  Standardized tests as 
well:  SAT, AP, ACT, Regents. Call Robert at 
646.481.3266 or email at bob314@gmail.com.

Computer Consultant/PC Doctor. 
Computers repaired, maintained, viruses 
removed, junk mail controlled. Advice to repair 
or buy. I do Windows! Contact Greg Williams, 
block resident at 212.749.2398, 917.771.2929 
or prosolutions@stny.rr.com,

QuickBooks Consultant/Professional 
Organizer. 
Accounting, business and personal finances, 
home and file organization. Contact Ellen 
Curtis at 212.749.2398, 607.829.5631 or 
EC4QBooks@aol.com.

Early Childhood Tutoring Available
Retired master teacher with 32 years 
experience. MA in Early Childhood Education. 
(preK-3) Personal and professional references 
available. Call if you have or know a child who 
needs help with letters, phonics, decoding 
skills, writing and/or math. Call Beverly at 
440.935.0607
or email block.beverly@gmail.com

Pet sitting.  Experienced, responsible, caring 
pet sitter.  I take care of your pets like they are 
my own!  Dogs, cats, small animals, birds, 
reptiles, fish. Very reasonable rates.  Call Tova 
at 212-662-5143 or email tgetoff@gmail.com.

Piano and/or French Lessons. 
Beginner to advanced, child to adult, by 
congenial, multi-degreed professional. Call 
Irina at 212.749.1193.

iPad/iPhone/Mac Help & Lessons
Having trouble with iPhone, iPad, Macintosh? I  
can help. iTunes, Photoshop, Word, Excel, 
Lightroom, etc. Photo retouching, audio & 
video digitizing. Need help? Contact Jon, 
212-222-4431 or jrs320@mac.com 
Writing Coach: We can help you finish a 
book, start a book, or story, poem, or essay--all 
kinds of artwork. We have published fiction, 
poetry, creative nonfiction, grammar books, 
and literary criticism. We both teach creative 
writing. One of us was a Dean of Humanities. 
We have over 80 years of teaching experience 

between us. We have both edited many kinds 
of things. Only 50.00 an hour. We read and 
meet with you. Give you written notes and 
verbal commentary. 212 663-1015, 646 
6604716, 646 942 7796. Bill and Joanna 
Herman

Sublet wanted January 2014
Long time residents of 104th Street need sublet 
from  January 4th until February 1st or some 
part of that time. We are having renovations 
done and want to be close.
Please contact Bob at nhppc@nyc.rr.com (no 
agents)

Your Neighborhood Service 
Publicized FREE!

Publicize your neighborhood service 
(babysitting, dog walking, apartment 
cleaning, etc.) free in the newsletter and 
on our web site for one year, renewable. 
To submit an ad mail/deliver this 
information to Jon Smith, 320 RSD or 
send to 104thstreetba@gmail.com
For our records: Your name and mailing 
address 
For publication: your name, contact 
method (phone # or email address), 
description of your service

2013 4th Quarter Dues:
Please allocate my contribution to: 
 ____Security ____Beautification ____Social ____Newsletter ____Board Decision (Suggested amount: $35/quarter or $140/year)

Name: ________________________________________
Address ___________________________________ Apt. No. __________
Email Address ______________________________________ Phone _______________________
 (For internal use only. The Block Association will not sell, exchange, or lend your e-mail address to any outside parties)
Suggestions for the block: ____________________________________________

  Make checks payable to West 104th Street Block Association, Inc.
308 W 104: Grace, Apt. 1A,
895 WEA: Herzfeld, Apt 5D, 
320 RSD: Waskow, Apt. 8G
315 RSD; Howitt, Apt. 8C, 
309 W 104: Mann, Apt. 3A

Mail to our treasurer:
Barbara Boynton:
905 WEA, #71, NY, NY

Or drop off at:

The Jewish Museum.  The museum 
offers many talks and family activities 
throughout the summer.  Please visit 
their website for an interesting array of 
activities from art talks to art classes.  
www.thejewishmuseum.org

Mystery Book Club.  Meets the third 
Tuesday of each month at 895 WEA to 
discuss current and classic mysteries.  
Contact mtkoval@aol.com. 

     Mary Koval
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