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BLOCK ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                                              September 12, 2013
EDITOR: Jon Smith

Saturday, September 28 – 10:00 to 5:00 

• “What-A-Bargain.” Dig your way 
through table after table cluttered with 
pre-owned bargains including jewelry, 
knick-knacks, kitchenware, toys, 
unopened personal care products, 
embroidery kits, and more! Priced 
from $1 to $20.  

• Book Sale. Browse a large selection 
of used volumes, including novels, 
plays, poetry, history, biography, 

children’s books, cookbooks, atlases, 
and dictionaries, as well as CDs.

• Silent Auction. Bid on antiques, 
vintage collectibles, artwork, theater 
tickets, household items in their 
original boxes, services (piano 
lessons, baking, etc,), and gift 
certificates from restaurants and 
stores.

• Bake Sale. Have a delicious family

   dessert.
• Need a break? You can enjoy a snack 

while tapping your foot to live music 
performed by seasoned New York 
musicians. 

• Don’t forget to pick up a ticket for 
our famous 50/50 raffle. Last year, 
the winner took home $872.50. In 
each of the previous three years, the 
prize exceeded $700.

At the Twenty-Fourth Annual West 104th Street Yard Sale, you and your family can join more than 1,000 treasure 
hunters digging through mounds of cut-rate merchandise, celebrating our community, and enjoying delicious 
snacks, live music, and a chance to win a raffle worth hundreds of dollars. 
From 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, you will find both sides of the street lined with more than 60 stalls where neighbors will 
welcome your bid on second-hand treasures. For more bargains, you can visit the following stands sponsored by 
our Block Association . . .  

Dig for treasure at the:

S e e  y o u  a t  t h e  Ya r d  S a l e  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ! 

• Donations. You and your neighbors, of course, make 
possible this annual celebration through your generosity. If 
you have spare items or time, we welcome your 
donations . . . 

• “What-a-Bargain:” Between September 18 and 27, 
please pack your donations in bags marked, “Yard Sale.” 
Arrange delivery by contacting Joyce Mann at 
212-721-6341 or joycemann2@gmail.com.    (Back-up 
contact: 917-446-1502). Please, no exercise or computer 
equipment.

• Book Sale: Please pack your donation in bags marked, 
“Yard Sale,” and leave them with the 320 RSD doorman 
between September 13 and 26. Please, no textbooks, 

journals, magazines, theses, LPs, or books about baby 
care, computers, or self-help. 

• Silent Auction: Please contact Jeff Howitt at 
jeffhowitt@gmail.com or 212-866-5569. 

• Bake Sale: Please call Alex Grannis at 212-316-1644.
• Donate your time: Do you have an hour? Lend a hand at 

the Silent Auction, ‘What-a-Bargain’, Book Sale, Bake 
Sale, or set up and break down. Please contact Phyllis 
Sperling at phyllis.sperling@gmail.com.

• 100% of your donation benefits our neighborhood. 
Your purchases help ensure a safe, well-maintained block 
with a helpful guard, seasonal flowers, and trees providing 
summer shade. 

                                      Jeff Howitt
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West 104th Street Block Association Board

President Gary Waskow 320 RSD 212.932.9082 
VP Alex Grannis 895 WEA 212.316.1644
Secretary   Mary Koval 895 WEA 212.866.3556
Treasurer Barbara Boynton 905 WEA 212.864.1011  
Members  Beverly Block, 320 RSD 440.935.0607
          Barbara Bryan 315 RSD 212.864.5663
 Bonnie Dry 315 RSD 212.222.2102
 Trudie Grace 308 W 104 212.222.2303
 Jeff Howitt 315 RSD 212.866.5569
 Nancy Lian 320 RSD 212.316.6112
 Joyce Mann 309 W 104 212.721.6341
 Martin Mann 309 W 104 212.721.6341
 Lynn Max 315 RSD 212.666.3129
 Jon Smith 320 RSD 212.222.4431
 Phyllis Sperling 315 RSD 212.595.8981
 Steven Zirinsky 315 RSD 212.866.6732
Emeritus  Sid Herzfeld, 895 WEA 212.749.0085

 W 104 ST BLOCK ASSN FINANCIAL REPORT
Sept 2013

Opening Balance (8/01/13)!  $34020.17

Income
! Newsletter Ads! ! 195.00
! Yard Sale! ! 1103.00
! Interest ! ! 3.68!
! Total ! ! +1,301.68 ! !+1,301.68

Disbursements
! Guard service ! ! 663.72
! Guard Supplement ! ! 100.00
! Printing & Mailing ! ! 243.70
! Yard Sale! ! 180.60
 ! Total ! ! -1,188.02 ! !-1,188.02
Corrections
! Deposit Delayed! ! +380.00! ! +380.00
! Other! ! +2.35! ! +2.35
Closing Balance (8/31/13) ! $34,516.18

Contributors to the June issue:
Barbara Boynton, Bonnie Dry, Trudie Grace, Jeff 
Howitt, Mary Koval, Nancy Lian, Joyce Mann, Mark 
Nowogrodzki, Jon Smith, Phyllis Sperling, Gilbert 
Tauber, Gary Waskow

SWAPS and FLOPS:  A Bloomingdale Aging in Place (BAiP) 
Salon Talk by Gary Waskow 
Hosts: Phyllis Sperling and Herman Sands

In August twenty people gathered in a West 104th street living room at 
sunset to sip wine, eat cake, and enjoy an intimate evening of culture 
and conversation.   BAiP’s salons, a mainstay of its Activities 
Committee, are small gatherings featuring speakers covering a wide 
range of topics.  

The relaxing environment belied the seriousness of the topic.  Gary 
Waskow,  a data  architect working on Wall Street, explained the 
meaning and origin of the terms used in the arcane world of finance.  
He gave a fascinating talk describing how deregulation of the banking 
industry led to the invention and use of increasingly complicated 
financial instruments that offered firms  potentially higher profits but 
which carried substantially increased risk. Some of these instruments 
were  'pools',  large groups of loans and mortgages (some of them 
‘toxic”), “bundled” into larger and larger collateralized entities, and then 
offered to institutional  investors. This was often done without 
exposure of the inherent risks.  Gary explained how the drive for 
profits drove the increased 'toxicity' of the underlying loans leading to 
the inevitable collapse of these instruments and then to the near-
collapse of the US banking system. This was followed by the 
disastrous near-destruction of the housing market. 
 
A lively discussion followed the talk, covering the legal and moral 
aspects of these “swaps and flops”, many of us concluding that 
these 'probably' legal manipulations were at the very least fraudulent, 
if not criminal. 

As are all BAiP events, this salon was free and open to the public on a 
first come, first served basis.  If you are interested in BAiP please visit 
our website Bloominplace.org for more information, or call 

p 2 Bloomingdale Aging in Place
p 3 Block Association Party
p 4 Tree Well Update

p 5 Interview: Jeff Miller
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p 7 Calendar
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Photos on pages 1 & 3 by Barbara Boynton

Mark Nowogrodzki
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The block association board meets once a month. 
We enjoy having residents attend  the meetings.

Please let us know if you would like to attend one 
and we will send you an invitation.

104thstreetba@gmail.com

According to the bylaws of the block association, 
every other year officers and members of the Board of 
Directors are elected. The term for a board member is 
two years, and there are monthly meetings, generally on 
the second Tuesday of each month. 
Please use the ballot below to indicate your choices for 
the next two years. The West 104th Street 

Block Association Party
The West 104th Street Block Association sponsored a 
neighborhood party on June 19, 2013.  The event was held 
at the Hudson Beach Cafe, 105th and Riverside Drive, 
against the beautiful backdrop of the Hudson River along 
with a gorgeous sunset!

Approximately 50 of our neighbors attended and a good time 
was had by all.  How curious and typical of city neighborhood 
residents to live side by side and not become acquainted with 
your neighbor.  We all have such busy lives and it can be 
difficult to foster relationships within the neighborhood. The 
neighborhood party was the perfect solution to this problem.  
We made new friends and had a chance to get re-acquainted 
with old friends. The weather was beautiful and the food and 
drinks plentiful.  A great success!  Thanks to Barbara 
Boynton who was our event photographer, Phyllis Sperling 
who coordinated name tags, Alex Grannis with Lynn Max 
who assisted the registration of attendees, and Gary 
Waskow, who coordinated the event. 

Our thanks to the Hudson Beach Café owners who 
generously contributed the finger food and drinks.  Please 
visit this wonderful café and enjoy the Park, the Hudson 
River, and of course, excellent food and service.

We hope to continue this wonderful neighborhood party 
tradition so watch your email and the newsletters for future 
dates.

                                                                            Mary Koval

Vote Now! 
Block Association Board Elections

mailto:104thstreetba@gmail.com
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Suba Pharmacy  
Home and Health Care Supplies 

DEAR PATIENT: 
 

Did you know that a new state law protects your right as a consumer to choose a local 
pharmacy and not be forced into mandatory mail prescription drug programs? 

!
Ch.!597!of!the!Laws!of!2011!

The!bill!amends!the!Insurance!Law!to!prohibit!health!insurers!and!health!maintenance!organizations!from!requiring!insureds!to!
purchase!prescription!drugs!from!a!mail!order!pharmacy.!

 

If you have been forced to use mail order for any of your prescriptions, you 
have the right to file a complaint. 

  

Call 1-800-342-3736 or go to www.dfs.ny.gov 
and follow "How to file a complaint". 

  
You will need to know the name of your health plan when you call or write. 

 
Suba Pharmacy Hours:  Mon-Fri 9-7:30; Sat 10-7; Sun Closed 

 
PHARMACY AT THE CORNER OF BROADWAY & 104T H ST. FOR 100 YEARS !

Upcoming Events, 
Mark Your Calendar!
Bird Watching Walks 
Saturday October 5
We have our first guided bird watching walk 
scheduled for Saturday Oct 5th. We will send 
out more information as we get closer to the 
date.

“Meet and Eat” Tour of the 
Lower East Side 
Mid October
We will schedule a guided tour of the Lower 
East Side of New York. The walk will take us 
to a matzo factory, the Tenement Museum, 
historic houses of worship, the Essex Street 
Market, and will include stops to sample the 
local cuisine. A great way to enjoy mingling 
with fellow residents while sampling the 
richness of a classic part of New York. The 
tour itself is free but there will be a $12 
charge for the museum and participants will 
pay for their own snacks. We will send out 
details as the date approaches.

We welcome your input and you can email 
us at 104blockevents@gmail.com with any 
comments, questions or suggestions 
regarding the above planned events.

Tree Well Garden Update
The tree well gardens with their perennials and annuals have made it through 
their first summer!  While a few tree beds did not fare well, the majority of the 
perennials did their job, holding the soil and establishing themselves for next 
year.  

Troy Millard, our landscaper, came out to view our hard efforts and was 
generally very pleased.  He had some suggestions for the remainder of this 
year, such as planting Hosta in the beds that did not fare well since this 
perennial seems to do well.  He recommended a “deep watering” for the beds 
for the remainder of the season and the doormen of the various buildings have 
agreed to take on this task.  He also recommended that bulbs such as tulips 
and daffodils be planted in each bed this fall and assured us that the bulbs may 
be planted without damaging the existing plants.  Next year, he suggested more 
topsoil, small plastic edgings around the tree guards to hold the soil, and mulch.  
We have already started planning for next year’s annual plants which will add 
more color to the tree gardens.

The Board ordered 100 free daffodil bulbs from New Yorkers for Parks, an 
organization who has provided free daffodils for the past ten years in memory of 
the lives lost on 9/11.  The flowers are a symbol of hope and rejuvenation as 
well as a sign of a caring community.  In addition to the daffodils, tulips will also 
be planted to create a delightful spring walk down West 104th Street, West End 
Ave, and Riverside Drive.

Gardeners – be at the ready!  Watch for an email listing the date(s) of the fall 
bulb planting party!

                                                                                                      Mary Koval

http://www.bloomingdale.org
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In the Spotlight:
Jeff Miller
by Mary Koval
 
Jeffrey Miller is a not only a successful artist but also a 
practicing attorney.  He has lived at 895 West End Ave since 
1992, calling Manhattan his home after living in Queens and 

Westchester County. Jeff has 
been a member of the Co-
operative Board for many of 
those years, many as 
President.

Jeff attended Clark University 
in Massachusetts obtaining a 
degree in history but it was 
not your typical 
undergraduate course of 
events.  In the beginning of 
his undergraduate work, he 
focused on scenic design and 

theater; actively producing, directing, and acting in school 
plays.  He also created the posters to advertise each event.  
Unfortunately, the amount and time and energy he devoted 
to his passion affected his grades necessitating a semester 
in which he withdrew from college.  After working in a shoe 

store, he returned to Clark University and devoted his time to 
academics ultimately graduating with a degree in history.  He 
graduated from Brooklyn Law School and became a 
practicing lawyer – his parents’ dream.  Jeff was a litigator 
initially and then moved into 
general law. His specialty 
was “doing everything.”  
He established his own 
practice in 1984 and 
formed his present 
partnership in 1986.

However, do not think for 
a minute that he forgot 
his true love – art.  He 
always drew “from 
imagination” but 20 years 
ago he became 
committed to drawing 
from life and the presence of face and human form.  His 
drawings range from meticulous detail to the representation 
of the object with bold, free lines. Three years ago he began 
sculpting, in addition to drawing. His sculptures are true to 
form and are primarily busts of people he has known.  He 
has been exhibiting his works for the last 5 to 6 years and is 
a featured artist at the Atlantic Gallery of New York at 527 
West 27th Street.  Examples of his work, “The Columbia 
Lion” and “John” are shown above.  This interviewer 
purchased the “The Columbia Lion” and enjoys viewing it 
every day.

Jeff divides his time between art in the morning and law in 
the afternoon – “I am arty in the morning and crafty in the 
afternoon”.  Today, his law practice is focused on pre-
publication reviews and real estate law.  However, we are 
lucky that he finds time to delve into his passion as his art 
benefits us all. 
You may view his works at www.jeffmillerdrawings.com

NEW YORK 

 FRAMEMAKERS
www.newyorkframemakers.com

2642 broadway @100th new york, ny 10025

212-877-1421 

preservation framing     installation     pick up + delivery      international + domestic shipping

http://www.jeffmillerdrawings.com
http://www.jeffmillerdrawings.com
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Neighborhood Nomenclature: 
Bloomingdale, the West End 
and Manhattan Valley
By Gilbert Tauber

Bloomingdale
As a place name, “Bloomingdale” first 
appears in public records in 1688 but was 
probably in use much earlier.  The Dutch 
colonists of New Amsterdam may have 
adopted the name by geographical 
analogy, since the Dutch town of 
Bloemendaal (which means “vale of 
flowers”) is northwest of Amsterdam and a 
few miles west of Haarlem. 

Bloomingdale is now a name for the 
blocks from 96th to 110th Streets between 
Central Park and the Hudson River, but it 
once denoted a much larger area of 
Manhattan Island.

In British colonial times, “Bloomingdale” 
seems to have encompassed the entire 
west side of Manhattan north of the Great 
Kill, a creek near the present 42nd St., to 
what we now call Washington Heights.  
About 1708, the British colonial 
government built the Bloomingdale Road. 
It started at today’s Madison Square and 
ran, roughly along the line of Broadway, to 
the present 115th St. and Riverside Drive. 
(It was later extended to 147th St.).  By the 
time of the American Revolution, 
Bloomingdale was a thriving district of 
farms and country estates. 

Shortly after 1800, three villages sprang up 
along the Bloomingdale Road. Harsenville 
was around the present 71st St., 
Bloomingdale Village around 99th St. and 
Manhattanville around 125th St. 

When the city’s present street plan was 
adopted in 1811, it included a park called 
Bloomingdale Square, from 53rd to 57th 
Streets between Eighth and Ninth Avenues.  
That original Bloomingdale Square was 
eliminated from the plan in 1857 when the 
city created Central Park only two blocks 
north of it.  In 1868, the Bloomingdale Road 
north of 59th Street was closed and 
replaced by the present Broadway. In the 
1870s, the creation of Morningside Park 
began to give the area north of 110th Street 
a distinct identity as Morningside Heights. 

Thus, “Bloomingdale” shrank in extent but 
continued to be used for the area closest to 
the old Bloomingdale Village. Today, 
between 96th Street and 110th Street, one 
can find a Bloomingdale School (P.S. 145), 
a Bloomingdale Branch Library, and even 
sections of the old Bloomingdale Road. 
Among other organizations using the name 
are the Bloomingdale School of Music, 
Bloomingdale Aging in Place and, most 
recently, the Bloomingdale Neighborhood 
History Group

The West End
For most of the 19th Century the best 
known institution in Bloomingdale was the 
Bloomingdale Insane Asylum, opened in 
1821 near 117th St. After the Civil War, real 
estate developers thought that, because of 
the asylum, the name Bloomingdale would 
deter prospective buyers. They 
campaigned to rename the area west of 
Central Park “the West End.” In 1880 they 
got the city to change the name of Eleventh 
Avenue, north of 59th St., to West End 
Avenue. A number of businesses and 
institutions also adopted the name West 
End, including West End Collegiate Church 
and West End Presbyterian Church. The 
drive to replace “Bloomingdale” with West 
End was somewhat blunted in 1894 when 
the Bloomingdale Insane Asylum moved to 
White Plains. Its former property is now 
Columbia University. 

Bloomingdale Square
In 1906, the name “Bloomingdale” gained 
renewed popularity when the historic 
Bloomingdale Reformed Church moved 
from 68th Street to an elegant new 

sanctuary on West End Avenue near 106th 
St., opposite what was then called Schuyler 
Square. The move took place during an 
apartment building boom that drew many 
new residents to the area. In honor of the 
church, the city renamed the park 
Bloomingdale Square.  Unfortunately, the 
church encountered financial difficulties at 
its new site. By 1910 it had closed. In 1912, 
Bloomingdale Square was renamed Straus 
Square (now Straus Park). Although the 
church and the second Bloomingdale 
Square had lasted only a few years, their 
presence helped to reinforce the use of 
“Bloomingdale” as a neighborhood name. 

Manhattan Valley
Valleys don’t move much but names do. 
When the village of Manhattanville was 
laid out in 1806, what is now the western 
portion of 125th Street was called 
Manhattan Street.  The sharp dip in terrain 
at that point came to be known as the 
Manhattan Valley. In the 19th and early 
20th centuries it was frequently in the 
news because of the engineering 
challenges it posed for important public 
works projects such as the Croton 
Aqueduct and the IRT subway along 
Broadway. 

Manhattan Street was renamed in 1920. 
Over time, the name Manhattan Valley 
became unmoored from its original location 
and in the 1960s was reapplied to the 
blocks in the vicinity of Manhattan Avenue 
between 100th and 110th Streets. From the 
1960s through the mid-1990s, newspaper 
articles mentioning this new Manhattan 
Valley were most often about crime and 
drug gangs, sometimes along Manhattan 
Avenue but more often along the parallel 
portions of Columbus and Amsterdam 
Aves. However, other articles dealt with the 
Manhattan Valley Development 
Corporation, a community-based group that 
has successfully rehabilitated over 600 
units of housing in these blocks. 

Today, crime in Manhattan Valley has 
subsided considerably. Manhattan Avenue 
itself, with three blockfronts of row houses 
dating from the 1880s, is now a historic 
district. Real estate brokers often list 
apartments as being in Manhattan Valley.  It 
can best be described as a sub-area of 
Bloomingdale, just as Bloomingdale itself is 
a sub-area of the Upper West Side. 

The Bloomingdale Reformed Church circa 
1906. It stood opposite Bloomingdale 
Square, now known as Straus Square. It 
was torn down around 1915 to make way  for 
the apartment  building at 949 West End 
Avenue.

http://www.bloomingdale.org
http://www.bloomingdale.org
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C a l e n d a r  S e p t - N o v  2 0 1 3
                     By Mary Koval

9/1 – 9/26 Riverside Park Conservancy: 
Yoga – Evening Salute to the Sun.  End your 
day with relaxing Hatha Yoga in a beautiful 
sunset setting.  Suitable for all fitness levels.  
Wear loose, comfortable clothing, and bring 
your own mat.  Every Wed. at 6:30PM.  The 
Plaza at 66th Street.  FREE  
www.riversideparknyc.org
9/6  New York Buddhist Church and the D.T. 
Suzuki Connection.   Rev. Wayne Yokoyama 
kicks off the New York Buddhist Church 75th 
Anniversary with a talk on DT Suzuki and his 
connection to the church. You will learn that 
DT Suzuki ws not the man who introduced Zen 
Buddhism to America.  American Buddhist 
Study Center, 331 Riverside Drive. To RSVP 
and for more information, please contact 
info@AmBuddhist.org    
9/18  Dog Bless You:  The Photography of 
Mary Bloom.  On view through winter, focuses 
on Mary Bloom’s sensitive and dignified 
portraits of dogs – of all manner and breeds.  
The Cathedral’s Photographer-in-Residence 
for two decades, Bloom is currently the official 
photographer of the Westminster Kennel Club.  
The Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine 
1047 Amsterdam Ave. 6:00PM  FREE  
www.stjohndivine.org
9/21  Second Annual Morningside Lights.  
The visiting artists of Professional Arts 
Workshop return to bring local residents 
togerther to explore the theme, “The Luminous 
Deep.”  Together we will light our way from 
Morningside Park to Columbia’s campus.  
Miller Theater  FREE More information to 
come.  Check website www.millertheater.com
9/22  Fall 2013 Overlook Concerts: Brass 
Quintet.  Manhattan School of Music will 
perform at 116th Street Overlook.  2:00PM.  
FREE  www.riversideparknyc.org
9/23  The Hermetic Organ.  John Zorn, 
composer, returns to perform on the incredible 
Aeolian-Skinner organ at St. Paul’s Chapel of 
Columbia University.  FREE – First come-first 
served.  www.millertheater.com
9/25  Prayers of the Animals: All Creatures 
Great and Small The Cathedral Choir.  The 
Cathedral Choir of St. John the Divine begins 
its season with the beauty of unaccompanied 
voices against the backdrop of the Rose 
Windows of the West End.  Music from 15th 
Century France and 17th Century Italy.  The 
Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine 1047 
Amsterdam Ave. 7:30PM  $25.00  
www.stjohndivine.org 

Silver Moon Bakery
Demonstration Baking Classes
Sept. 28, Shaping and Baking
Oct. 27, Baking with Whole Grains
Dec 1, Baking Challah
Classes are 7:30 - 9:00 pm. Per class $25 cost 
(cash only), limited to 16 people. 
Reservations at the bakery starting on 
Monday, September 16.
9/29  Fall 2013 Overlook Concerts: Blues.  
French Cookin’ Blues Band will perform at 
116th Street Overlook.  2:00PM.  FREE  
www.riversideparknyc.org
10/6  Fall 2013 Overlook Concerts: Blues.  
Manhattan Wind Ensemble will perform at 
116th Street Overlook.  2:00PM.  FREE  
www.riversideparknyc.org
10/6  St. Francis Day Blessing of the 
Animals.  The annual festival service of St. 
Francis is coming up and visiotrs can expect to 
see a great variety of animals process up the 
nave.  Directly after the service, the Cathedral 
Clergy will be available for blessings of pets at 
the Fair on the Close.  The Cathedral Church 
of St. John the Divine 1047 Amsterdam Ave. 
11AM.  Free - Passes available on website 
beginning September 2.  www.stjohndivine.org
10/12  Anat Cohen Quartet.  The Anat Cohen 
Quartet is back for a second appearance on 
the Miller Stage.  Cohen has earned 
accolades from critics and peers alike.  Miller 
Theater  2960 Broadway at 116th St. 8:00PM  
$25-35.00  www.millertheater.com
10/12  11th Annual Little Red Lighthouse 
Festival.  Celebrate Manhattan’s famous 
lighthouse with Ranger-led lighthouse tours 
with readings of “The Little Red Lighthouse 
and the Great Gray Bridge”.  Fishing clinics, 
live music, arts and crafts and more!  West 
181st St and Plaza Lafayette.  Noon – 4PM.  
FREE.  www.riversideparknyc.org
10/16  Selected Stories: The Stories of 
John Updike.  Tony Kushner introduce 
favorite stories by the beloved American 
master with readings by Sally Field, Alec 
Baldwin, and others.  The Symphony Space – 
Peter Jay Sharp Theater  94th and Broadway.  
7:30PM  $28.00  www.symphonyspace.org 
10/18  Into the Mind.  Blur the lines between 
dream state and reality as you perceive the 
worlds through the minds of many.  Into the 
Mind contemplates the experiences passed 
between mentors and peers to paint 
philosophical portraits of human kind.  The 
Symphony Space – Peter Jay Sharp Theater  
94th and Broadway.  8:00PM $17.00  
www.symphonyspace.org 
10/19  Le Poeme Harmonique.  Acclaimed 

French early-music ensemble 
returns showcasing works in 
stile rappresentativo – a style of  
singling developed in 16th 
century Italian opera that is 
more emotive than speech but 
less melodic than song.  Miller 
Theater  2960 Broadway at 
116th St. 8:00PM  $35-45.00 
www.millertheater.com
10/25  Halloween 
Extravaganza and 
Procession of the Ghouls.  
Join the Mettawee River 
Theater Company and their 
infernal puppets for a spooky 

night in the Cathedral.  The Cathedral Church 
of St. John the Divine 1047 Amsterdam Ave. 
7:00 and 10:00PM.    $20.00  
www.stjohndivine.org
10/26.  Gotham Gargoyles: A Halloween 
Workshop.  The morning begins with a 
reading of Eve Bunting’s Night of the 
Gargoyles, then down to the workshop to 
assemble gargling, grimacing clay gargoyles.  
Recommended for ages 4 and up.  The 
Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine 1047 
Amsterdam Ave. 10AM to Noon  $8.00 with 
accompanying adult.   www.stjohndivine.org
12/12 and 12/15  Musica Sacra’s Handel’s 
Messiah.   A New York City holiday tradition.  
Carnegie Hall 57th at 7th Ave.  8:00PM  Tickets 
$25 - $128.00.  
www.tickets@musicasacranyc.com
12/14  Cathedral Christmas Concert:  
Ottorino Respighi, Laud to the Nativity.  
The annual Christmas concert features 
Combined Cathedral Choirs, Orchestra, and 
soloists.  Don’t miss this joyous occasion!  The 
Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine 1047 
Amsterdam Ave. 7:00PM  $50.00  
www.stjohndivine.org

Ongoing
NYC Public Library for the Performing Arts, 
Dorothy and Lewis B. Cullman Center.  This 
venue offers many classes and programs 
throughout the months, usually free.  40 
Lincoln Center Plaza.  Closed Sunday. Check 
website for programs: www.nypl.org
October 10 through May 2014  Vargas-
Suarez Universal.  Brooklyn-based artist 
Rafael Vargus-Suarez will transform the Miller 
Theater lobby into a 360 degree art work 
which abstracts geometric marks suggest 
notes on a musician’s staff paper.  His art will 
be displayed throughout May 2014.  Miller 
Theater  2960 Broadway at 116th St. FREE  
www.millertheater.com
Bloomingdale Library.  Our library offers 
many classes and activities for children and 
adults alike.  150 West 100th St. (Betwn 
Amsterdam & Columbus). Closed Sunday.  
Check website for classes: www.nypl.org
Café Columbia: Monthly Lectures.  
Columbia University professors discuss topics 
on the Arts, Science, Social Science, and 
Humanities.  Picnic Market and Café  2665 
Broadway (101st and 102nd St)  
6:00PM-7:00PM.  Consult website for topics:  
www.picnicmarket.com
Metropolitan Museum of Art.  Beginning July  
1, 2013 – the Metropolitan Museum will be 
open 7 days per week.  This new schedule 
affects both the main museum on E. 82nd St 
and the Cloisters museum in Fort Tyron Park.  
Current exhibitions include Interwoven 
Globe: The Worldwide Textile Trade 
1500-1800 (9/16 – 1/5/14), Janet Cardiff: The 
Forty Part Motet (9/10 – 12/8), Medieval 
Treasures from Hildesheim (9/17 -1/5/14)  
www.metmuseum.org
Mid-May-October  Kayak Launches.  Free 
20 minute kayak rides available in a protected 
embayment.  Life jacket, kayak, paddle, and 
tips on paddling are provided.  You must know 
how to swim and if under 18yrs, be 
accompanied by a legal guardian.
72nd and 79th Street pier.  10AM-5PM.

Jesse I Berger, MBA 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 
The Lower-Stress Broker sm 

1995 Broadway, 4th Floor 
New York, NY  10023 
646.505.6992   e-fax: 646.497.5145 
JIBERGER@elliman.com 
www.elliman.com 

We fully support Fair Housing, both in the spirit and the letter of the law. Continued on Pg 8
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BLOOMINGDALE AGING IN PLACE 
(BaiP)  -----  Bloominplace.org
BAiP is an intergenerational volunteer network 
of neighbors working to help older residents to 
continue living at home safely and comfortably. 
BAiP sponsors social & cultural activities, 
provides educational tools, and a helping hand 
for those in need through its Neighbor-to-
Neighbor (N2N) program. The latter takes the 
form of providing help going places, running 
errands, light shopping, accompaniment at 
home or outdoors, and information. If you want 
to contact N2N for this kind of assistance, or to 
talk about volunteering, e-mail: 
N2N@bloominplace.org, or call: 212.842.8831 
to leave a message with your contact 
information. Either way, a BAiP member will 
respond promptly. 

Give yourself a gift of good health. 
Tammy Wise offers a class in Body Logos 
each Sunday at the Youth Hostel, 103rd & 
Amsterdam. The Sunday class is a $15 single 
class rate and $64 for a series of 5 ($13 per 
class). The details at: http://
www.bodylogos.com/international-hostelling/

Math and Science Tutoring
Columbia postdoc with over 10 years 
experience tutoring available to teach math, 
chemistry, and physics.  Standardized tests as 
well:  SAT, AP, ACT, Regents. Call Robert at 
646.481.3266 or email at bob314@gmail.com.

Computer Consultant/PC Doctor. 
Computers repaired, maintained, viruses 
removed, junk mail controlled. Advice to repair 
or buy. I do Windows! Contact Greg Williams, 
block resident at 212.749.2398, 917.771.2929 
or prosolutions@stny.rr.com,

QuickBooks Consultant/Professional 
Organizer. 
Accounting, business and personal finances, 
home and file organization. Contact Ellen 
Curtis at 212.749.2398, 607.829.5631 or 
EC4QBooks@aol.com.

Early Childhood Tutoring Available
Retired master teacher with 32 years 
experience. MA in Early Childhood Education. 
(preK-3) Personal and professional references 
available. Call if you have or know a child who 
needs help with letters, phonics, decoding 
skills, writing and/or math. Call Beverly at 
440.935.0607
or email block.beverly@gmail.com

Pet sitting.  Experienced, responsible, caring 
pet sitter.  I take care of your pets like they are 
my own!  Dogs, cats, small animals, birds, 
reptiles, fish. Very reasonable rates.  Call Tova 
at 212-662-5143 or email tgetoff@gmail.com.

Piano and/or French Lessons. 
Beginner to advanced, child to adult, by 
congenial, multi-degreed professional. Call 
Irina at 212.749.1193.

iPad/iPhone/Mac Help & Lessons
Having trouble with iPhone, iPad, Macintosh? I  
can help. iTunes, Photoshop, Word, Excel, 
Lightroom, etc. Photo retouching, audio & 
video digitizing. Need help? Contact Jon, 
212-222-4431 or jrs320@mac.com 

Writing Coach: We can help you finish a 
book, start a book, or story, poem, or essay--all 
kinds of artwork. We have published fiction, 
poetry, creative nonfiction, grammar books, 
and literary criticism. We both teach creative 
writing. One of us was a Dean of Humanities. 

We have over 80 years of teaching experience 
between us. We have both edited many kinds 
of things. Only 50.00 an hour. We read and 
meet with you. Give you written notes and 
verbal commentary. 212 663-1015, 646 
6604716, 646 942 7796. Bill and Joanna 
Herman

Your Neighborhood Service 
Publicized FREE!

Publicize your neighborhood service 
(babysitting, dog walking, apartment 
cleaning, etc.) free in the newsletter and 
on our web site for one year, renewable. 
To submit an ad mail/deliver this 
information to Jon Smith, 320 RSD or 
send to 104thstreetba@gmail.com
For our records: Your name and mailing 
address 
For publication: your name, contact 
method (phone # or email address), 
description of your service

2013 4th Quarter Dues:
Please allocate my contribution to: 
 ____Security ____Beautification ____Social ____Newsletter ____Board Decision (Suggested amount: $35/quarter or $140/year)

Name: ________________________________________
Address ___________________________________ Apt. No. __________
Email Address ______________________________________ Phone _______________________
  (For internal use only. The Block Association will not sell, exchange, or lend your e-mail address to any outside parties)
Suggestions for the block: ____________________________________________

      Make checks payable to West 104th Street Block Association, Inc.
308 W 104: Grace, Apt. 1A,
895 WEA: Herzfeld, Apt 5D, 
320 RSD: Waskow, Apt. 8G
315 RSD; Howitt, Apt. 8C, 
309 W 104: Mann, Apt. 3A

Mail to our treasurer:
Barbara Boynton:
905 WEA, #71, NY, NY

Or drop off at:

September-November Great Music in a 
Great Space.  In celebration of the restored 
Great Organ, the Cathedral presents a 
concert series most every Sunday.  Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine 1047 Amsterdam Ave.  
5PM  FREE  www.stjohndivine.org
Cathedral of St. John the Divine Tours.  
Explore the many highlights of the 
Cathedral’s history, architecture, and artwork 
from the Great Bronze Doors to the seven 
Chapels of the Tongues.  The Cathedral 
Church of St. John the Divine 1047 
Amsterdam Ave. 11AM and Noon, 203PM 
Mondays; 11AM-Noon, 1-2PM Tuesdays, 
1-2PM select Sundays  $6.00 ($5.00 seniors) 
www.stjohndivine.org
The Jewish Museum.  The museum offers 
many talks and family activities throughout 
the summer.  Please visit their website for an 
interesting array of activities from art talks to 
art classes.  www.thejewishmuseum.org
Mystery Book Club.  Meets the third 
Tuesday of each month at 895 WEA to 
discuss current and classic mysteries.  
Contact mtkoval@aol.com. 

Calendar - Cont’d from Pg 7
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