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 Memory

The Newsletter Of Friends of Straus Park

Fall 2006/Winter 2007

“Memory” is the name of the memorial statue above the fountain in Straus Park.

Letter from the Editor

If you have interesting ideas or articles to be considered for the newsletter, please contact me. We look forward to seeing you at our events and thank you for your continuing support of Straus Park’s beauty and presence on the Upper West Side.

Margie Kavanau

(212) 866 9038

Art in the Park

Our October event was another great success! The weather was beautiful, the art around the lush central garden lent a Continental touch, and the vendors of food and sundry items lined West End Avenue. The Glitter Bug face painting was a hit. Soh Daiko Japanese drummers from our local Buddhist Temple, Suzy Schwartz and Brazil Jazz, Leif Arntzen Band, and Margot Leverett and the Klezmer Boys kept the music going! If you would like to display art, be a vendor, or join us for this year’s October Art in the Park, please contact us. 

Friends of Straus Park Annual Board meeting. We met on March 1st to discuss the state of Straus Park, the rat problem, problems associated with the many homeless people who spend nights in the park, as well as future events and planning. We are interested in hearing from you about these topics. 

History of the Straus Family

Part III

By Abraham Moussako

Oscar Solomon Straus, the last member of the Straus family to be discussed in this series, was born December 23, 1850 in Otterberg, Germany. He moved with the family to Talbotton, Georgia in 1854, to Columbus, Georgia in 1863, to Philadelphia in 1865, and after the Civil War to New York City in 1866. Instead of joining the family business, he attended Columbia College, graduating in 1871, then Columbia Law School. Within six months of his graduation, he founded the law firm Hudson and Straus with his friend, James A. Hudson, in 1873. He retired from law in January 1881, as the work was draining. 

Oscar S. Straus became a vice president of the New York State Democratic Committee and a delegate from District Nine  to  the  Democratic  State Conven-

tion in Saratoga in 1891. He was appointed Minister to Constantinople by President Grover Cleveland in 1888, and was reappointed by President McKinley in 1898. He was also appointed Ambassador to Turkey under President Howard Taft in 1909. 

He also served as a member on several commissions, including one that investigated New York public schools, another for the improvement of mental institutions. He was president of the National Primary Election Reform Conference in 1898, and president of the Social Science Association from 1901 to 1918. He was a member of the Permanent Labor Board of the Industrial Department of the National Civic Federation and Chairman of the 1901 conference. In 1902 he was appointed by President Theodore Roosevelt to succeed him at the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague, and was reappointed in 1908, 1912 and in 1920, serving until his death in 1926. 

Oscar S. Straus was a founder and first president of the American Jewish Historical Society. In 1906 President Roosevelt appointed him Secretary of Commerce and Labor, becoming the first Jewish cabinet member in U.S. history. In 1912 he ran unsuccessfully for governor of New York. In 1919 he was chairman at the League to Enforce Peace, resulting in the Treaty of Versailles. He also advocated for the protection of the Jewish minorities of Europe. 

Although Oscar S. Straus did not join the family business, he did leave his mark on history. He authored several books. He served under four administrations, both Republican and Democrat, and was noted for his brilliant professional life. Oscar S. Straus died on May 3, 1926.
(Note: We thank Joan Adler for her editorial review and contributions to this article.)

Editorial Note:  Joan Adler, Executive Director of the Straus Historical Society, recently wrote in the Society’s newsletter about a fascinating trip she and Straus family members made to Germany to retrace Straus family roots.

Well-Known Neighbors

[This column is devoted to those rather colorful and influential and interesting 

New Yorkers who resided not too far from Straus Park.]

In 1932, Herman Wouk and his family moved from the Bronx to a luxurious apartment building on the northwest corner of 101st Street and West End Avenue. 

He was of Russian Jewish immigrant descent, born in New York City in 1915. His father rose from abject poverty and became a successful businessman. Herman Wouk attended Columbia University, majoring in Comparative Literature and Philosophy, and he edited the college humor magazine. He worked with Fred Allen as a radio scriptwriter (1936), sold war bonds via radio broadcasts (1941), and joined the U.S. Navy and served in the Pacific. While at sea, during off-duty hours, he began his first novel. In 1945 he married and had three sons. His firstborn son, Abraham Isaac Wouk, died in an accident as a child, and he dedicated War and Remembrance to him. 

Herman Wouk won the Pulitzer Prize for The Caine Mutiny (1951). Humphrey Bogart starred in the film as the paranoid Captain Queeg, and Henry Fonda starred on Broadway as Lt. Keefer. Marjorie Morningstar (1955) depicts a Jewish family with middle-class values, living at the El Dorado (90th Street/Central Park West). This Is My God (1959), his first nonfiction book, is an introduction to Orthodox Judaism. Youngblood Hawke (1962) concerns a writer in the publishing industry, partly autobio- graphical, based on the life of Thomas Wolfe. The Winds of War (1971) eventually leads to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, and War and Remembrance (1978) concludes the story and attempts to explain the causes and implications of WWII. Inside, Outside (1985) is the story of a Jewish presidential advisor, from the 1900’s to the 1970’s. The Hope (1993) is about Israeli life, from its early years through wars, the 1948 war of independence, the 1956 Suez war, and the 1967 Six Day war. He wrote The Will to Live On: The Resurgence of Jewish Heritage (2000), and A Hole in Texas (2004), about a physicist and the Higgs boson, a hypothetical elemental particle of the Universe, and dedicated this book to his brother, Victor Wouk, a scientist. Wouk’s books have been translated into about 30 languages.

www.kirjasto.sci.fi/wouk.htm; www.answers.com 

Herman Wouk’s brother, Victor Wouk (1919 – 2005) pioneered the develop- ment of hybrid and electric cars. “He believed Toyota’s 1997 introduction of a gasoline-electric car was affirmation of his life’s work, said his son Jordan.” (http://slick.org/deathwatch) 

Victor Wouk was born in the South Bronx, attended Columbia University, then Caltech, receiving his Ph.D. in 1942. He donated an important collection of papers about his scientific work, and correspondence with his brother, Herman, to Caltech Archives. (pr.Caltech.edu/periodicals/EandS).  

*
*
*

2007 Calendar of Events

April 25
   Wednesday
   (rain date: 4/26)
   Anniversary event



June 20
   Wednesday
   (rain date: 6/21)
   music


July 14
   Saturday
   (rain date: 7/15) 
   Book/Photography Fair   

October 13
   Saturday
   (rain date:  10/14)
   Art in the Park

Horticultural care and maintenance for Straus Park is generously supported 

by The Clarett Group.
Friends of Straus Park Officers: Kate Ford, President; Deirdre Wulf, Treasurer; Margaret Kavanau, Secretary; Memory Editor  (212) 866-9038; Gardener:  John Olund 

Write/donate to: Friends of Straus Park, Inc.  Cathedral Station   P. O. Box 2021, New York, NY 10025

For Emergencies and serious concerns Dial 911

For Quality of Life issues Dial 311

24th Police Precinct: Community Patrol Officers:  (212) 678-1945
General Precinct matters:  (212) 678-1811

Parks and Recreation: (212) 360-8111

Non-Profit Org. 
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