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 Memory

The Newsletter Of Friends of Straus Park

Winter 2005/2006

“Memory” is the name of the memorial statue above the fountain in Straus Park.

Letter from the Editor 

The birdbath fountain in Straus Park will resume operation during warmer weather. Friends of Straus Park are issuing a WARNING! Children should not wade in this water, as it is unclean due to pollutants from pigeons, birds, rats, and use by some homeless folks. Also, climbing and jumping on the monument is not allowed, as it is slippery and dangerous.  

We are fortunate to have a student, Abraham Moussako, who will be this year’s “junior reporter.”  He has contributed his first piece to this edition of our newsletter.  

Bird sightings:  If any of you are bird watchers, I am interested in compiling a listing of birds that have been seen in Straus Park. Please contact me.  

Partnerships for Parks works to increase community support for NYC parks and for neighborhood park groups. You can find more information at: www.partnershipsforparks.org, www.nyc.gov/parks, or www.CityParksFoundation.org.   

Questions about the use of Imidicloprid for the control of the Asian Longhorned Beetle and an article about Sudden Oak Death (SOD) appeared in Winter/Spring 2005 No. 15 TAKING ROOT, a newsletter for the New York State Urban and Community Forestry Council.                                         









Margie Kavanau

Note from our Gardener  

John Olund reported that a few new trees were planted around the park. -- Rats continue to be a problem. While two recent exterminations have not been curative, various issues related to this problem are being addressed. -- John is concerned that plants get damaged when people go over the fences into the gardens. Also, some children playing near the fountain area end up falling into the garden, and sometimes water from the fountain floods the plants. Let all of us work together to preserve Straus Park’s beauty.  

Art in the Park 

Once again, Art in the Park in October was a wonderful event! Artists hung their work all around the lush center garden and near the memorial statue and water fountain, and vendors sold their wares on West End Avenue, which had been closed to traffic. 

A terrific program of music, dance, and drummers accompanied the joyful day. 

Luminaries

This was a delightful and unexpected Straus Park event! On Christmas Eve, someone had placed candles in sand-filled paper bags around the garden, creating a beautiful light on the flowers and on the statue. Later, we discovered who the person was, and we hope this beautiful gesture will be repeated in the next holiday season.   


*
*
*

West Side Federation of Neighborhood and Block Associations

At the annual holiday party held 12/5/05, Community Service Awards for 2005 were presented to The Honorable Gale Brewer, City Council Member, District 6, and to Assistant Chief Raymond Diaz, Commanding Officer, Patrol Borough Manhattan North, as well as to an outstanding community organization, the West 102nd & 103rd Streets Block Association. A special award was presented to Detective Heidi Higgins, 24th Precinct NYPD, for her many years of service. Dedication and contribution to the lives of our Upper West Side community were honored.   

*
*
*

24th Precinct Memorial Fund


This fund was established to honor those precinct members who, from the late 1800’s to the present, have fallen in the line of service. If you wish to contribute to this fund, the address is:   

24th Precinct Memorial Fund, P. O. Box 4, 211 West 92nd Street, NYC 10025

*
*
*

(Thank you, Joan Adler, Executive Director, Straus Historical Society, for providing additional historical information for the following article on the Straus family.)  

A HISTORY OF 

THE STRAUS FAMILY 

Part 1 

By Abraham Moussako

The Strauses, a family who lived in and contributed to this neighborhood, have a rich

history. This article focuses on Lazarus Straus’s childhood and his emigration to America.

Lazarus Straus, the patriarch of the Strauses who are memorialized in Straus Park, was born in Otterberg, Germany, in 1809. He was the oldest of 14 children. In 1838 he married his cousin, Davora (Fannie) Levi. The couple had only one child, Karoline, before Fannie died in 1843. In 1844 he married his first cousin, Sara, with whom he had five children--Isidor, Hermine, Nathan, Oscar, and Jakob Otto who died at the age of 1½ years. After a period of hardship following the 1848 revolution, Lazarus, without his wife or children, immigrated to the US in 1852. 

When he first came to the shores of America, Lazarus Straus set down in the city of “brotherly love,” Philadelphia. But he then went south, where the Kaufman brothers in Oglethorpe, Georgia, taught him how to be a pushcart peddler. They were vital to plantation operations, because they delivered supplies to the owners. Lazarus settled in Talbotton, Georgia, where he opened a dry goods store. By 1854 he was financially stable enough to request that his family join him. Karoline stayed home. In 1863 Lazarus and Sara moved to Columbus, Georgia. 

Toward the end of the Civil War, Columbus was torched, and the Strauses went north. They settled in New York and opened a store, L. Straus & Sons, “importers of china, porcelain, glassware and crockery.” By 1873 this store was successful, reaping about $60,000 in their first year. What later happened that year led to their owning one of the city’s biggest stores.

Well-Known Neighbors

[This new column will be devoted to those rather colorful and influential and interesting New Yorkers who lived in the not too distant past, and not too far from Straus Park.]

The following piece was written 

by Ruth Friedman-Simring.

Alfred Damon Runyan 1884-1946

aka Damon Runyon

Once residing at 251 West 95th Street, and

320 West 102nd Street

“You can keep the things of bronze and stone and give me one man to remember me just once a year.”       

 --Damon Runyon
As the highest paid newspaperman of his time, Damon Runyon mixed and mingled with the New York City underworld.  He was friendly with many prominent gangsters and used their stories and colloquialisms as fodder for his fiction.  His popular short stories, mostly written in the present tense, immortalized the chorus girls, gangsters, gamblers, and bookies of the Prohibition era.  He had a gift for comedic writing, drawing colorful characters and recreating the accents and jargon of the underbelly of the city. Nowadays, we call characters “Runyonesque,” to describe colorful lowlifes.  

Runyon was a gambler and wrote about gambling in many of his stories, (think Guys and Dolls.)  Runyon created eccentric characters with such monikers as Big Jule, Lemon Drop Kid, Harry the Horse, Dave the Dude, Izzy Cheesecake, Sorrowful Jones, and Nathan Detroit.  

Born in Kansas, he dropped out of school, enlisted as a fourteen year old to fight in the Spanish-American War and was sent to the Philippines. He came back from his service and wrote for the Pueblo, Colorado newspapers before coming east. Runyon was a third generation newspaperman.   He eventually lost the “a” in his last name to a typographical error and amputated his first name (Alfred) for expediency. 

 Runyon was the quintessential chain smoking cynical newspaper reporter.  He wrote about the New York Giants and boxing, eventually earning a place in the Baseball Hall of Fame, writer’s division, as well as the Boxing Hall of Fame.  

He contracted throat cancer in 1938 but continued to hold court with his buddies at Lindy’s Restaurant, writing his comments down when he ultimately lost his ability to speak. Legend has it that his ashes were scattered over his beloved Broadway by his son, in a plane piloted by the famous WWI flying ace Eddie Rickenbacker.  However, he is also supposed to be buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx.  As Runyon would say, “Trust but verify.”

2006 Calendar of Events

Saturday, April 22   (Rain date: April 23)   11am to 2pm   Straus Park Commemorative 
Celebration (Leif Arntzen’s  group will present an all Ellington musical program.)   

Saturday, May 13   (Rain date: May 14)  11am to 3pm   Photography in the Park (Interested 


photographers, contact Joe Arbo)

Wednesday, June 7 (Rain date: June 8)   5:30pm to 7:30pm   Evening Concert in the Park Saturday, July 8   (Rain date: July 9)  11am to 5pm   Book Fair 


(Interested book vendors, contact Margie Kavanau)

Saturday, October 14  (Rain date: October 15)  11am to 5pm  Art in the Park 

If you can help with any of these events, please contact Friends of Straus Park. Even one or two hours of volunteered time would be of great help.
PHOTOGRAPHERS WANTED for the May PHOTOGRAPHY FAIR 

and

BOOK VENDORS (and books) WANTED for the July BOOK FAIR.

Contact us!

Horticultural care and maintenance for Straus Park is generously supported by 

The Clarett Group.

Friends of Straus Park Officers: Kate Ford, President; Deirdre Wulf, Treasurer; Margaret Kavanau, Secretary; Memory Editor  (212) 866-9038; Gardener:  John Olund 

Write/donate to: Friends of Straus Park, Inc.  Cathedral Station   P. O. Box 2021, New York, NY 10025

For Emergencies and serious concerns Dial 911/ For Quality of Life issues Dial 311

24th Police Precinct:

Community Patrol Officers:  (212) 678-1945
General Precinct matters:  (212) 678-1811

Parks and Recreation: (212) 360-8111

Non-Profit Org. 
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FRIENDS OF STRAUS PARK, INC.

Cathedral Station

P. O. Box 2021

New York, NY 10025
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