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 Memory

The Newsletter Of Friends of Straus Park

Autumn 2005

“Memory” is the name of the memorial statue above the fountain in Straus Park.

Letter from the Editor 

Straus Park’s April event commemorated the 90th anniversary of the Titanic’s fateful voyage. Mr. Namshik Yoon, Chief of Operations, Parks and Recreation, and Leon Auerbach spoke. Music was provided by Suzy Schwartz and her group. Our June evening concert was rained out. Our very first Photography Event, created by Joe Arbo, was rained out in May, but happened in June on a very hot sunny day. Many talented artists filled the park with beautiful work. Our third annual Book Fair was in July, with special thanks to Sacha Feirstein for all her help!  Art in the Park in October was, once again, a great success, with special thanks to Billy Sims for organizing the artists, and to Kate Ford and Joe Arbo who orchestrated food, entertainment, vendors and song.  Adrian Benepe, NYC Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, Joan Adler, and John Olund spoke, and special guests included Bill Castro, Manhattan Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, and Peter Sharma. Indian Café, Henry’s, and Café du Soleil, generously donated food for our Friends of Straus Park table. Profits from this event will go to victims of Katrina through Habitat for Humanity.  Special thanks to John Olund who watered the plants and flowers all summer long.  I would also like to mention that the park’s fountain water is not safe for swimming and wading, and least of all, for drinking.  Dogs, birds, homeless people and children are all using the same water!







Margie Kavanau

Note from our Gardener:  All in all, it’s been a pretty good gardening year, provided one was very vigilant about watering.  We had periodic heavy rains and then long stretches of dryness.  Needless to say, October has been another story.  The water supply has been turned off in Straus Park, as it always is about this time of October, so it’s up to Mother Nature until next spring. The 24 azaleas I planted last spring have come through the summer quite well.  A few were damaged, some by a garbage can that had been hurled over the fence and some were stepped on by people who shouldn’t have been in the garden. Look for the fuchsia colored blossoms next April and May.  I’ll be planting 600 bulbs this fall in the center garden and around the street trees.  Look for them to bloom next spring, as well.  I know everyone has been concerned about the rat problem, and no one more than myself.  Exterminators have been in a couple of times recently and I have noticed the difference.  This will have to be done on a regular basis to keep this problem under control.  Aside from the health concerns, the rats do much damage from their burrowing and the paths they make throughout the park.  Thanks again for all your support and kind words.  Your sometimes-cranky gardener, John Olund  

Note from FSP:  Thanks to John for all his hard work in making Straus Park a beautiful oasis for all of us.

Interview with Matthew Tivy, Chef/Owner

Café du Soleil

Café du Soleil is located on Broadway between 104th and 105th Streets

When did Café du Soleil open, and why did you choose this location?  Café du Soleil opened on May 4th of 2005. We chose this location because we felt that the neighborhood was underserved by restaurants of the quality that we wanted to provide. Also, I have lived in the neighborhood for 10 years and loved the idea of having a neighborhood place that was in my own neighborhood.  

Was this your first restaurant? This is my first restaurant as an owner, but I have been preparing myself for this point in my career for over 20 years now.  

How would you describe your customers?  

A blend of neighborhood people and friends of mine, and my business partner, Alain Chevreux, Columbia professors and students, a lot of musicians, parents with kids during the day, a good cross section of this great neighborhood.  We even get people coming from the East Side and many people bringing their friends from other parts of town. They are excited that they have somewhere in their neighborhood that their friends enjoy and are impressed by.  

What do they like to eat?

The French classics, like Escargots and Mussels, are very popular, and now that the weather is cooler the Onion Soup. The Roast Chicken is a hit, too. The main course, Salmon Salad, was very popular during the summer months and now we are working on a winter menu.

What’s your favorite part of the restaurant business?  Least favorite?

My favorite part is the interaction with people, both customers and staff.  And providing a nice dining experience is very satisfying.  As a Chef I love being able to work with food and create a high quality product and see the customers directly enjoying that craft.  My least favorite is dealing with some of the business realities that prevent me from doing things exactly as I want to.  But I’ve learned that creativity is based on limitations so I try to keep that in mind.

I’m particularly interested, additionally, in your background, anything about how it was to learn from Daniel Boulud, and anything that you would like to include in this interview.

Working with Daniel Boulud was an excellent experience for me.  It was my first job in NYC (in 1984) and I was a Sous Chef for him at the Plaza Athenee Hotel before he became famous at Le Cirque. The atmosphere in the kitchen was very exciting and I worked alongside colleagues who later became Chefs of note, such as David Burke and Don Pintabona. One of the Captains in the dining room was Drew Nieporent and the Maitre D’ was Max Bernard who owns Park Bistro. It was a real hotbed of talent – a great place to land my first job here!  I had already been a Chef of my own kitchen up in the Berkshires where I grew up, but making it in New York was my ultimate goal, and starting there was a great launching pad for me.

*
*
*
*
*

Beile and Meir Moor: A Survivors' Story

Note:  Thank you, Joan Adler, Executive Director, Straus Historical Society, for giving me permission to include excerpts of this story which first appeared in the Straus Historical Society, Inc. Newsletter (Volume 7 Number 1, August 2005).

 (Carl Moore’s grandmother and father were "Titanic" survivors. The fates of Carl's family and the Straus’ family were intertwined. Joan Adler wrote to Mr. Moore, “telling him who (she) was and that (she) was interested in writing an article about his relatives and about their experience aboard ‘Titanic.’) … “Carl Moore …. called me as soon as he received my letter and we spoke at length. He was very interested in learning more about Isidor and Ida Straus' experience and was quite open about his family's survival story. 

Carl's grandmother Beile and his father Meir Moor were from Russia. Beile's husband did not return home, and was believed killed, after conscription in the Russian Army. At this time in Russian history, the oldest son of each Jewish family was routinely conscripted into the Russian Army and required to serve 25 years in the worst assignments. Few survived. Beile didn't want to lose her only son so she and Meir decided to leave Russia. They hid under a haystack in a cart to get across the border. From there they went to England where Beile had cousins. She and Meir adopted the name Moor at about this time. Years later, Meir was still so worried that he would be tracked down for conscription into the Russian Army that he never told anyone his original family name. 

The voyage aboard "Titanic" was Beile and Meir's second attempt to reach the United States. They traveled to the States once before but were turned back. Carl didn't know why. Beile and her son returned to England where they stayed with a relative, Mr. Isaac Slater of Whitechapel, London, until they were able to raise enough money for a second passage. 

Beile paid 12 pounds and 9 shillings for their third class ticket, about $60 in American money. It was a joint ticket, number 392096. The original ticket was for passage on the "Adriatic" but that voyage was cancelled at the last minute. Beile and Meir were shifted to "Titanic." 

Steamship lines of the time knew from experience that passengers who were ill would be turned back at Ellis Island, New York Harbor, and that the steamship line was required to pay their return fare. Therefore, the health of all third class passengers was inspected before being allowed to board the ship. Whatever problem caused Beile and Meir to be turned back the first time, their health did not keep them from leaving England this time. They became two of the 2,228 passengers aboard "Titanic." They were assigned Room 121 on E Deck, steerage, deep in the bowels of the ship.

Beile was 27 and her son was 7 years old when they boarded "Titanic." They were looking forward to beginning a new life in the United States. They were headed for Beile's uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kaufman of Chicago, IL. After the ship got underway, third class passengers were allowed on deck for brief periods during the day. There was no entertainment provided for third class passengers and they were left to their own devices to pass the time. Meir went from passenger to passenger asking if he could have the decorative cards that came with each pack of European cigarettes. They were colorful playing cards, some of them with pictures of cowboys and Indians that were packed along with the cigarettes. Fortunately it was common for people to smoke at that time and Meir amassed a large collection of cards in a few days.

It is not clear why Beile Moor was on the deck when "Titanic" hit the iceberg on the night of April 14, 1912. Carl thought his grandmother was having trouble sleeping and that she had gone topside for a breath of fresh air. According to family lore, Beile had some kind of royal or regal connections. This is undocumented. Linda Moore, Carl's ex-wife, thought Beile knew some of the first or second-class people aboard and was visiting with them when the collision occurred. When Beile died the family found many letters that had been written to her by royalty. No one in the family knew why she had them or if the family lore about her being descended from royalty was true. 

No matter why Beile was topside, when "Titanic" hit the iceberg Beile immediately ran downstairs to E Deck where she reunited with Meir. Together they donned their life vests and started back to the upper deck. Beila and Meir were somehow pushed up the jammed staircase. She suddenly found herself on the upper deck with Meir in tow but didn't remember how she got there. The only thing she took with her was her purse. She was so concerned about being turned back again in New York that she made sure she was carrying her documentation and the names of her sponsors. She was a strong-willed woman with a very powerful survival instinct. 

When the rescue ship "Carpathia" picked up their lifeboat, Beila and Meir didn't remember how they got into that lifeboat, one of the last to leave "Titanic." Beile knew that they were alive because someone got out of the lifeboat at the last minute and they were pushed into it to take their place. Meir recalled sitting in the lifeboat watching "Titanic" sink with all of his collected cigarette cards aboard. Only 705 people survived. 

When I spoke with Carl, his family knew little more of the story that I have just recounted. They believed it was Lady Astor, Mrs. John Jacob Astor, who got out of the lifeboat, thereby giving Beile and Meir their chance for a new life. This he reconstructed from public information about the disaster and from the little 

(continued)

his father was willing to tell him about the experience. It was not something Meyer, as he was known in America, spoke about frequently or easily. 

I sent Carl a copy of an article I'd written about Isidor and Ida and their last trip aboard "Titanic." A copy of this article, "Many Waters Cannot Quench Love - Neither Can The Floods Drown It," may be found at the Society's website on the Archives page: www.straushistoricalsociety.org/ archives.php  You can obtain a paper copy upon request. …   Once Carl read the article he called me back. He was in tears. He now believes that it was Ida's refusal to leave Isidor's side that saved his grandmother and father. It seems that his grandmother and father were given a seat because Ida Straus vacated it, not because Lady Astor gave up her seat. In fact, Lady Astor was one of the survivors.

When "Carpathia" reached New York there was, once again, some problem with Beile and Meir's immigration status. They went to Canada where they lived for several years before finally emigrating to Chicago. There, Beile remarried, opened a dry goods store and was widowed a second time.” (to be continued in our next newsletter)



*
*
*
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