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 Memory

The Newsletter Of Friends of Straus Park

Summer 2005

“Memory” is the name of the memorial statue above the fountain in Straus Park.

Letter from the Editor 
Where Central Park meets Fifth Avenue at 90th Street, I came upon a woman rope climbing in the trees. Her APHIS co-worker was kind enough to describe the difficult process of looking for the Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB).  According to the “Special ALB Issue” of Taking Root, a newsletter for the New York State Urban and Community Forestry Council, the ALB has been found in Central Park and in Forest Park, Queens.  As further noted, the Asian Longhorned Beetle kills trees, including maple, elm, horse chestnut, poplar, ash, birch and willow. “As of October, 2004, New York City had cut down 3,970 infested trees in the boroughs of Brooklyn, Queens and Manhattan.  In addition, 974 potential host trees had been taken down.  The most active area continues to be Brooklyn, but isolated trees in Queens and Manhattan have been found.”   Look for:  adult beetles, large round holes on the tree trunk, oval to round wounds in the bark, and large piles of coarse sawdust at the base of trees or where branches meet the trunk, or oozing sap. Websites to obtain more information on this alarming pest include: http://www.nyc.gov/parks, http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/albpestalert and http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/issues/alb/alb.html.

If anyone would like to write an article for our newsletter on a topic any way related to Straus Park, or if there are any creative young writers out there who would like to get involved reporting on Straus Park events, good for the experience, please contact me.

Margie Kavanau  

Note from our Gardener:  Bill Roney has very kindly donated 24 azaleas to Straus Park. Bill made a gift of most of the existing azaleas about six years ago. We needed to replace some of them and wanted to enhance the plantings that remained. He finally found the sought after color which had eluded us for so long, “Girard Fuchsia,” which he discovered on a trip to Virginia. They survived the drive up I 95 in his hatchback and I quickly found spaces for them in the park. They were blooming when I put them in, so if you missed the display, you’ll have to wait until next spring. Thanks again to Bill Roney, and to everyone who loves the park and supports our efforts.
John Olund

Thank you, Three Parks Independent Democrats

On Sunday April 17, 2005, at the 30th Anniversary celebration of the Three Parks Independent Democrats held at Meridiana near Straus Park, the Jesse Crawford Community Service Award was given to Friends of Straus Park, and accepted by Leon Auerbach, Al Berr, and Margaret Kavanau. As noted in the 30th Anniversary celebration program, Friends of Straus Park was originally organized by Leon Auerbach and others, who “… raised the money to transform the formerly derelict island park … into an oasis … From 1995 to 1997 Straus Park was renovated and expanded to the west by the addition of 15 feet of West End Avenue. An $800,000 capital project resulted in many improvements including the addition of benches, lighting, shrubs, fencing, and paving. …”  A special “thank you” to Theresa Canter, President, for making this award ceremony a memorable event.   

Thank you, OPUS

OPUS is the new tall apartment building across from Straus Park on the east side of Broadway at 107th Street. Friends of Straus Park wishes to thank OPUS for their recent most generous contributions to our organization. We are especially grateful to Daniel Hollander and Alison L. Barabas for the creative exchange of ideas which helped bring about their support of our ongoing efforts to keep Straus Park a very special place on the Upper West Side.          
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A new Greenmarket in our neighborhood

     By Andrea Craig

Thanks to the Duke Ellington Boulevard Neighborhood Association (DEBNA) and the Council on the Environment of New York City (CENYC), neighbors of Straus Park have another location and opportunity to shop for local produce. Beginning this July, a Greenmarket will open Saturdays at the 106th Street entrance to Central Park on Central Park West. This latest neighborhood Greenmarket joins the 97th Street Greenmarket near Columbus Avenue on Fridays, the Columbia Greenmarket on the east side of Broadway between 114th & 115th Streets on Thursdays and Sundays, all open now and gearing up for the growing season.
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An interview with Chander Malik, an owner of Indian Café, 

Broadway at 108th Street in the heart of the Straus Park neighborhood

            
By Andrea Craig for Friends of Straus Park 

FSP:  When did Indian Café open and why did you choose this location?

Chander Malik:  On March 30, 1986, which happened to be Easter Sunday, my partner Peter Sharma and I opened the Indian Café.  In the early 1980’s, the perception was that the “good” part of the city stopped at 96th Street and there was a dotted line leading to Columbia University.  I thought by 1985 the area was ready to connect those dots and make it a straight line to Columbia.  I feel very proud to be involved in the process of that change.

FSP:  Was this your first restaurant?

Chander:  Yes, Indian Café is our first restaurant.  Other restaurants that I am involved in are Café con Leche (two locations on Amsterdam at 81st and 96th Streets), Ayurveda Café (Amsterdam and 94th Street) and Bombay Frankie/Roti Roll (Amsterdam and 109th Street).

FSP:  You and Peter are business partners.  Do you manage the restaurant together?

(Interview continued)

Chander:  We do manage the Indian Café together which makes it a lot more fun, having another team player.  I will like to add that Peter has been a great asset to Indian Café and the local community.

FSP:  How would you describe your customers?

Chander:  Indian Café is located where Broadway is probably at its widest in the whole city.  Broadway appears to be like a river flowing through the city, and Straus Park seems to be like a rock, which splits the river, creating West End Avenue. Our customers are very local, but over the years we have acquired some regular customers from other neighborhoods who visit us often. We thank them all.

FSP:  And what do they like to eat?

Chander:  Always our daily specials.  All time classics still popular are Chickpeas, Spinach and Tomato, Chicken Tikka Masala, and a relatively newcomer, Spiced Catfish, on Fridays.

FSP:  What is your favorite part of the restaurant business?  Least favorite?

Chander:  Whatever used to be irksome or difficult, over the years I have learned to make it part of the game.  But knowing the fact that someone has really enjoyed a meal and the dining experience in our restaurant is my favorite part of the business.

FSP:  Neighborhood seems to be an important concept for you.  Do you live in this neighborhood as well as work here?

Chander:  Yes I live at 97th Street and West End Avenue. I have lived on the Upper West Side since 1976.

FSP:  How does the Straus Park neighborhood differ from the neighborhoods of your other restaurants (if, in fact, it does)?

Chander:  The residents of this neighborhood show a true sense of community involvement.

FSP:  If you are any indication, I would have to agree with you. The Indian Café has been a major and consistent supporter of Straus Park.  How did you first become involved with the Straus Park revival?

Chander:  Doing business in the neighborhood, and also living here, gave us the sense of strong community involvement.  After learning that the funding of the maintenance for Straus Park was dropped by Macy’s, owned by the Straus family, after it was purchased by Federated Department Corp. – and in light of the fact that the Parks Department had spent so much money to renovate the whole park and our horticulture expert, John, had put in so much hard work – I thought it would be a shame for all that work to go to waste.  I talked to my partner, Peter, who was equally excited to get involved in the process.  So we did.  The park is looking great and we feel good when we see so many people enjoying it.
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2005 EVENTS CALENDAR

June 11, 2005

rain date:  6/12

Photography Event 11am – 5pm 

June 15, 2005
       
rain date:  6/16

Evening Concert   5:30pm – 7:30pm

      July 9, 2005

rain date:  7/10      
Book Fair III   10am – 3pm

Contact Margie Kavanau if you can donate books or want to be a vendor and sell your books.      

October 1, 2005    
rain date:  10/2

Art in the Park




Contact us if you want to be a vendor.

Friends of Straus Park

Officers:  Kate Ford, President; Deirdre Wulf, Treasurer; Margie Kavanau, Secretary; Memory Editor (212) 866-9038

   Gardener:  John Olund

Join our organization and help keep Straus Park a very special place!

Write/donate to:  Friends of Straus Park, Inc.

Cathedral Station   
P. O. Box 2021

New York, NY 10025

Don’t forget to include your name, address and telephone number.

For Emergencies and serious concerns Dial 911/ For Quality of Life issues Dial 311

24th Police Precinct:

Community Patrol Officers:  (212) 678-1945
General Precinct matters:  (212) 678-1811

Parks and Recreation: (212) 360-8111
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July BOOK FAIR

     Wanted:  

Book vendors

Apartment dwellers with excess books to sell

October ART IN THE PARK

     Wanted: 

                                                     Vendors

Please contact us!

Non-Profit Org. 
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