
Community Forums

Two community forums were held
in the lobby of 340 Riverside Drive.
Leon Auerbach of Friends of Straus
Park welcomed each new local
leader and a sizeable group of
neighbors and concerned citizens.

Inspector James Dean, new
Commander of the NYPD 24th
Precinct, accompanied by 
Lieutenant Farrell, and Heidi
Higgins of Community Affairs,

gave the first presentation. The
NYPD 24th Precinct utilizes an
extensive crime-fighting apparatus,
specialized units, and burglary
apprehension and quality-of-life
teams to insure public safety, an
issue that is of paramount concern
to us all. 

There has been a reduction in crime
in almost all areas of New
York City over the past seven or
eight years, but drains on the
NYPD’s resources are ongoing and

serious. These include: the effects of
9/11; potential terrorism; drug
sellers not going to jail until after
the 3rd or 4th arrest, then returning
to the streets; and drug gangs jailed
a dozen years ago who are now
back on the street. And our 24th
Precinct has the highest number of
SROs in New York City. The forum
was opened up for questions, and a
wide range of concerns were
raised—from honking horns, to
double parking and  to merchants
who do not shovel snow, as they are

Memory

The Newsletter
of Friends of
Straus Park
Spring/2003

The title
“Memory” is
derived from 
the name of the
memorial statue
of the weeping
woman reclining
above the fountain
in Straus Park.

Margaret G. Kavanau, Editor
(212) 866-9038

Kate Ford, President
Deirdre Wulf, Treasurer
Margaret G. Kavanau, Secretary

For any serious concerns:
Emergencies 
Dial 911

Quality-of-life issues
Dial 311

24th Police Precinct  
Community Patrol Officers  
(212) 687-1945

General Precinct matters  
(212) 687-1811

Parks and Recreation 
(212) 360-8111

SAVE THE DATE

Wednesday June 11, 2003 (rain date:  6/12/03)
5:30pm to 7:30pm

EVENING OF MUSIC IN STRAUS PARK
the Leif Arntzen band (trumpet, vocals, bass, electric guitar, drums) back

again! 
Join us for a wonderful spring evening under sky and trees!

COMMUNITY FORUMS
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

Lobby of 340 Riverside Drive (106th Street)

Wednesday June 18, 2003
District Superintendent Michael O’Donnell

NYC Dept. of Sanitation

Wednesday August 13, 2003
Battalion Chief Michael McPartland

NYC Fire Department

BOOK FAIR
Saturday, July 12, 2003

11 am - 3 pm

Saturday October 18, 2003 (rain date:  10/19/03)
ART IN THE PARK

A Day-Long Celebration of Art, Dance, Music & Food
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Letter from the Editor

Some fascinating local history was chronicled in a 1994 issue of the West 105th Street Newsletter, in an article
written by Robin Auchincloss. 

The Dutch came to this part of the woods and found a dale ("dael") covered with flowers ("bloemen"): the area
was called "Bloemendael" from 1667 until the end of the 1800s, when it became part of New York City. The
English translation, Bloomingdale,  gave the name to the village, and a road through it  was renamed Broadway
in 1899. 

In mid-1700 a revolutionary war skirmish occurred at 106th–107th Streets on Riverside Drive (Woodlawn), as
the Americans drove the British south from 125th Street to the 105th Street area. In the 1800s an orphanage was
at the site of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, an asylum for the mentally ill at the site of Columbia
University, and the New York Infant Asylum was in the Woodlawn area. In the 1860s Riverside Drive and
Riverside Park were created. Riverside Park, completed in 1891, was based on a plan drawn up by Frederick
Law Olmstead and Calvert Vaux, designers of Central Park. Columbia University campus and the Cathedral of
St. John the Divine began construction in 1892 and 1893, and an extension of the proposed Broadway subway, to
include a station at 103rd Street, was approved. From 1899 to 1902, many homes were built to house many
industrialists and manufacturers. William Randolph Hearst’s ("Citizen Kane") long-time friend, Marion Davies,
and the Davis family (baking powder) are some well-known historical neighbors.

On April 19, 1973, sections of West 105th Street, West 106th Street, and Riverside Drive were designated the
‘Riverside-West 105th Street Historic District.’

Duke Ellington, of course, lived around here, and Alice Neel lived adjacent to Straus Park. Please contact me if
you have additional historical information to include in our newsletter. 

Contributions to Friends of Straus Park is tax deductible. We thank all of you who contributed so generously to
our membership drive, and to our ongoing efforts to make Straus Park a special place.  

Margaret G. Kavanau



required to do under the sanitation
regulations.  

Inspector Dean urged residents to dial 911
if they see anything out of the ordinary (for
example, a bag left unattended on the
street, or the presence of a suspicious
vehicle), and to dial 311 for quality-of-life
issues. While the Police Department
receives a number of dead-end leads, he
emphasized that it is still important to
make the call.

At the next community forum, Manhattan
Commissioner William T. Castro of Parks
& Recreation discussed some planned
improvements and enhancements of our
local Parks, all of which are intended to
insure safety, security, and enjoyment for
all Upper West Siders:    

• For safety, more park areas and
playgrounds will be locked at night, and
more security lighting, alarms, security at
pools, and removal of embedded broken
glass are being introduced.  

• For cleaner parks, the use of gator trucks
and go-carts, cleaning drains, power-
washing staircases  and steam-cleaning
bathrooms are under way. 

• Park employees are receiving
horticultural training to enhance their
appreciation of the parks and training to
improve communication with workers.
Managers are also receiving Spanish
instruction, gardeners are being given
walkie-talkies, and supervisors are being
equipped with phones. More bulletin
boards are also being installed. 

• The Peter Jay Sharp Volunteer House
opens this spring. It will be a resource for
all residents wanting to contribute to the
horticultural beauty of Riverside Park by
doing and learning gardening. 

• The Hudson Beach Café in Riverside
Park at 105th Street is now open. It offers
Park-goers a choice of three meals, seven
days a week.

• There are plans to increase sports
facilities by replacing asphalt with artificial
"grass" turf; and to expand the number of
passive-use lawns (areas requiring no ball
playing and no dogs). 

• There will be an evening series of films
in Riverside Park at 104th Street.

There are plans to: plant 34 trees on 
Broadway Malls this spring; renovate park
benches; improve some Tot Lots in
Riverside Park; reconstruct some island
sculpture and squares; reconstruct some
ball fields; and carry out additional care of
the tennis courts.  

Commissioner Castro answered questions
and responded to various local concerns.
These included: skateboarders in Straus
Park; fighting in the park at night; littering;
the need for more trees; and the use of
herbicides. 

Funding for the Parks is being cut, which
has led to the elimination of seasonal
overtime work and a reduction in the
number of painters, electricians, plumbers,

and pruners hired. There are plans,
however, to obtain additional support from
private groups. To strengthen these efforts
and to support our Parks, please get in
touch with our elected officials.

Thank you, Inspector James Dean and
Commissioner Bill Castro! 

Upcoming Forums will take place on
Wednesday, June 18 and August 13, 2003,
in the lobby of 340 Riverside Drive at
106th Street. Supervisor Mike McDonnell
of the Department of Sanitation, then
Captain John Pellegrinelli of the NYC Fire
Department, will make presentations. Look
for our posters.

�  �  �

Flowering Dogwood Tree to Honor Leon
Auerbach

John Olund, our gardener, is pleased to
announce that a flowering dogwood tree
has been planted in honor of Leon
Auerbach.  

Leon Auerbach is a longtime resident of
106th Street and past president of the West
106th Street Block Association. Leon was a
prime mover of Straus Park renovations
and beautification, having expended efforts
over many years to obtain city funds and to
obtain political "green lights." 

On April 15, 1997, the park was formally
re-opened.  Leon and a couple of other
involved neighbors created Friends of
Straus Park, an organization whose
principal goal is the widest possible
involvement of the community in
maintaining the Park’s beauty and
promoting its use by the public. As Co-

Chair of Friends of Straus Park, Leon led
the group for five years, then stepped aside
last year. However, Leon continues to be an
active member of our organization in its
ongoing efforts and commitment to Straus
Park and to the many individuals who
cherish its natural and serene beauty. 

�  �  �

April 12 Café Brunch in Straus Park

Our annual event commemorates the
original dedication of Straus Park. The
Park was established in memory of Isidor
and Ida Straus, whose significance in New 

York City history and whose tragic loss of
life on the Titanic it is intended to honor. 

The Undine Trio (Suzy Schwartz, Ruben
Kodaly, and Jesse Mills) played chamber
music, while neighborhood folks sat at
round tables covered with red and white
checkered table cloths, ate bagels and lox,
delicious desserts, drank coffee, and read
the daily newspapers. The rain stopped just
in time for the event, and blue skies and
sun lent a lovely atmosphere to our café
brunch.

�  �  �

Updated Garden Report

The gardens of Straus Park are under the
expert care of John Olund. He reports that
some of the flowering shrubs did not
survive the harsh winter and have had to be
replaced.

In addition, the gingko trees in the park
have recently received a much-needed
pruning from the City’s tree workers,
which might explain why some of them are
looking a little bare at the moment. But he
assures us that they will quickly recover.

John would also like to remind park
visitors that delightful as it is to see 
toddlers and small children playing in the
park, parents and carers should do their
best to teach small children not to walk on
the flower beds or damage the plants.

John also suggests that you look for the
clematis plants that he is training to grow
along some of the iron fences surrounding
the gardens, and let him know which are
your favorites.

�  �  �

Farewell But Not Goodbye to Jo Abrams
And Welcome to Our New President

Jo Abrams, an original founder of Friends
of Straus Park, ably and cheerfully led our
organization after Leon Auerbach stepped
aside as President. Now Jo is moving, with
her new husband, to the Lower East Side,
where, we are sure, she will involve herself
in the same types of community work that
have been her passion here in our
neighborhood for the past 50 or more
years.

We are very sad to see Jo go, but know that
she will come back to see us whenever her
busy schedule allows. Good luck in your
new life, Jo, and thank you for everything!

We are extremely fortunate that Kate Ford,
an old friend who will be familiar to many
living in the neighborhood, has agreed to
assume the position of President. Kate and
her husband Alan are both professional
musicians, and it is Kate we must thank for
the high quality of the musical presen-
tations heard at concerts in Straus Park
over the past six years.

FRIENDS OF STRAUS PARK, INC.
Join and Participate:

“Memory” is our newsletter to involve present and new
volunteers in our activities and to get feedback, ideas, and
opinions on ways to improve our efforts. Please fill out the
coupon below and let us hear from you. Please indicate how
you could help us to maintain Straus Park as a very special
place. Mail to: Friends of Straus Park, Inc., Cathedral Station,
P. O. Box 2021, New York, NY 10025.

Name
________________________________________________

Address
________________________________________________

City/State/Zip_____________________________________

Telephone __________________________________________
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BOTANICAL MAP

A botanical map and legend guide to
the trees, plants and flowers growing

in Straus Park is now available!
Look for it at our future events, or
contact us. As the map is in color,

we will have to request a small
charge to cover the printing costs.

Some Reasons to Dial the New
311 Quality-of-Life Hotline

Contact the City if you have any
of the following complaints:  

• unaccompanied animals 
• bicycle/skating
• blocked driveways 
• car alarms or construction 
• disorderly persons
• drug sales
• fireworks
• foul odors or garbage
• graffiti
• hazardous location
• homeless people
• lewd acts
• loitering
• noise
• panhandling or peddlers
• posting advertisements
• prostitution
• public drinking
• social clubs/numbers running
• squeegee/window washers
• traffic
• trespassing
• urinating

BOOK FAIR IN STRAUS
PARK

Saturday, July 12 
(rain date: 7/13)

If you are interested in selling
any of your books,

Contact:  Margie Kavanau 
(212) 866-9038 

to guarantee space.


