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 Memory

The Newsletter Of Friends of Straus Park

Fall/Winter 2003

“Memory” is derived from the name of the memorial statue of the woman reclining above the fountain in Straus Park.

Letter from the Editor

In the new year, we are looking forward to many more good times and events in Straus Park.  They are made possible, of course, by the good people of the neighborhood who have volunteered their time and energy to make the park the wonderful place it has become.  We are proud of that, and we are sure that you are, too.  

So, this is an appeal to you who are reading this newsletter.  There are many tasks crucial to accomplish the events; some are interesting and some are, frankly, mundane, but all are necessary to keep our park vital.  For example:  negotiating with city agencies, stuffing envelopes, baking goods for sale, organizing vendors for events, selling food, etc.  If each of you gave just one hour of your time, we could expand our events schedule because we could be sure of the resources to accomplish them.  

Call us, write us, speak to us about lending a hand.  You know that to give is to receive.  Thank you for supporting your park.        

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!



 Margie Kavanau 
Art in the Park

October 18, 2003

As in past years, Art in the Park in Straus Park was a joyous fun-filled day!

Artists’ artwork was hung on panels on the sidewalks all around the flower bed and fountain. Many pieces of art and photographs were sold.  

We were graciously entertained this year by:  Soh Daiko drummers of the Buddhist Church, Fred Astaire dance school, Bota Fogo, Frank Bambara Y Sus Salceros, 
The Perfect Fifth group from LaGuardia High School, and Karl Finger folk dancer from Massachusetts.  All this took place on West End Avenue, closed to traffic between 106th and 107th Streets.

Our vendors offered tiny beads to breads, purple clothes, antiques, face painting, and other wares. Everyone seemed to have had 

a wonderful time being friendly, buying and selling, and eating delicious foods prepared by Indian Café, Henry’s Restaurant, and other neighbors and friends.

Our event this year included special celebration of Leon Auerbach.  A dogwood tree, planted in Straus Park on May 1, 2003, is in special thanks to Leon. It commemorates all of Leon’s hard work and years of commitment to create a “new” renovated Straus Park, and the organization, Friends of Straus Park.  Once again, Friends of Straus Park’s principal objective is the widest possible involvement of the community in maintaining the Park’s beauty and in promoting its use by the public. A plaque will be placed in front of this dogwood tree.  

At the microphone, Adrian Benepe, Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, honored Leon.  Al Berr, childhood friend and “Friend” of Straus Park presented the following poem to Leon:  

Leon and the Dogwood Tree

Joyce Kilmer said he’d never see

A poem lovely as a tree.

We won’t presume to outdo Joyce.

We don’t have his poetic voice.

But, from his book, take a leaf,

And try to be almost as brief.

We do concur with him, however,

That a tree is a joy forever.

It works damned hard for us each day

And should get medals from the E.P.A.

When shove, say we, comes to push,

We’ll vote for a tree before a bush.

We do not take our trees for granted.

We value any tree that’s planted.

But, today, especially,

We’re here for Leon and the dogwood tree.

We’re pleased to note that in Straus Park

Both tree and man have a gentle bark.

We wish the tree this attribute –

May it grow tall and take strong root,

And may it grace our neighborhood

As you have, Leon.  Knock on wood.

Of trees, we know that some prefer

Deciduous to conifer.

Some like the birch and some the beech,

Some like maples, each to each,

Some incline to pine or poplar.

Both of which are very pop’lar.

Different oaks for different folks.

But, there’s one thing we can all agree on –

We all applaud our neighbor, Leon.

*
*
*

Model and Muse:  “Memory”

By Hedy Berelson

Sitting in Straus Park on a balmy autumn afternoon, a handful of lighthearted children hug the memorial statue and get their last splash in at the fountain before the winter weather takes hold of Manhattan.  In such a setting you might find that a noteworthy story, or two, lives within any of the many passersby found glimpsing at the color spattered flowerbeds or seated upon the benches.

It is possible that in NYC eccentric tales are about as surprising and remarkable as spotting a pigeon in the park.  But none are less common than the muse-full, ironic and magical tale of our Upper Westside neighborhood’s most familiar face, the classic and genteel beauty cast in bronze and draped casually, whimsically and wistfully above the fountain, as part of the Straus Park Memorial to Ida and Isidor Straus, who perished on the Titanic.

This poetic and lyrical poser is none other than Miss Audrey Munson, whose face and graceful posture not only adorns our lovely neighborhood park, but whose angelic and regal presence may also be found paying tribute on the 1916 U.S. dime and half-dollar, and in various cities, including New York City at:

Fireman’s Memorial at Riverside Park;

Pomona or Abundance on the Pulitzer Foundation in front of the Plaza Hotel;

Monument to the battleship Maine at Columbus Circle; Civic Fame atop the Municipal Building; Peace, Appellate Court Building; Miss Manhattan and Miss Brooklyn on the Manhattan Bridge;

Spirit of Commerce, on Manhattan Bridge pediment; and pediments at the entrance to the Frick collection.

But this is just a part of the list and of the story.

Born in Rochester, NY, in 1891, Audrey Munson was the model and muse used by many of the most famous sculptors working in that period here in Manhattan.  Even before Audrey had turned twenty, she was an exemplary woman of her time, as she worked outside of the home as a respected professional.  She lived to the age of 105, and her life was as unusual and ironic as it was long, from early predictions of fame told to her by a gypsy fortuneteller, to an inquiry by the police when she was believed to be a prime suspect in a Manhattan murder.  

If you are interested in learning more about the curious and fascinating life of Miss Munson, look for American Venus, The Extraordinary Life of Audrey Munson 

Model and Muse, co-authored by Diane Rozas and Anita Bourne Gottehrer, Balcony Press, Los Angeles.

Be fascinated and touched by the Muse behind that unmistakable and beautiful face.  
              
*
*
*

Straus Memorial Maintenance

By Jonathan Kuhn, 

Director of Art & Antiquities, NYC Parks & Recreation

Our Parks' Citywide Monuments Conservation Program team performed extensive maintenance at the Straus Memorial during three days in June of this year.  In addition to an overall cleaning of the stonework, and cleaning and renewal of the protective wax coat on the bronze sculpture, the crew re-gilded all of the incised inscriptions on the granite exedra (bench).  Prior to this work, the gilding showed evidence of damage and failure from vandalism and prior cleanings.

All of the letters were masked out, and first a primer coat was carefully in-painted by hand, followed by sizing and 23.5 carat gold leaf.  The work, carried out by Monuments Conservation Technicians, Martha Seelenberger and Jon Cole, also directed graduate interns who join this training program in the summer months.  Funding for this particular work came from the Straus Monument endowment.  


It is important that people not scratch or draw on the gold leaf.  If not mechanically damaged, the gold leaf will withstand weathering for many years. As it is incredibly thin, and cannot be recovered, it has no resale value.


FRIENDS OF STRAUS PARK, INC.

Join our organization, and help us keep Straus Park a very special place!

Write to:  

Friends of Straus Park, Inc. 

Cathedral Station 

P. O. Box 2021  

New York, NY 10025  

Don’t forget to include your name, address, and telephone number.

Margaret G. Kavanau, Editor




SAVE THE DATE
(212) 866-9038









   Anniversary Brunch in the Park

Kate Ford, President




             Sat. Apr. 17 (Rain date: 4/18)

Deirdre Wulf, Treasurer




   Evening Concert in the Park



Margaret G. Kavanau, Secretary




Wed. June 16  (Rain date: 6/17)








   Book Fair  

Sat. July 10 (Rain date: 7/11)








    Art in the Park










Sat.  Oct. 16 (Rain date: 10/17)


For any serious concerns and emergencies:  Dial 911
   

For Quality of Life issues:  Dial 311



  


24th Police Precinct

Community Patrol Officers:  (212) 678-1945

General Precinct matters:  (212) 678-1811

Parks and Recreation

(212) 360-8111

Non-Profit Org. 
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FRIENDS OF STRAUS PARK, INC.

Cathedral Station

P. O. Box 2021

New York, NY 10025

Address Correction Requested

PAGE  
4

