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Where We Are—  Where Do We Want to Go?
By Teresa Elwert

Frequently last year, many of you told me the trees and flowers on our block looked wonder-
ful and the block�s neighborly feeling is very special.  Each of us who contributed finan-
cially to the block association made the beauty possible.  And all of us, whether we contrib-

uted financially to the block association or not, made possible the neighborliness.  I value highly
both types of contribution�financial and otherwise�to the block.

1999 was a very good year for the block association.  Our bank balance was in double digits
every single month for the first time ever.  The Yard Sale was a great success.  We provided seven-
day guard service since June, and plan to continue at that level for as long as your contributions
permit.  Perhaps the only disappointment was that we were unable to find a high-quality security
guard to stay with us for any length of time.  But we�re working to change that!

In 2000, your board looks forward to providing more fun events, cafes, and walking tours, an
exciting Yard Sale, beautiful flowers, and excellent guard service.  Your regular dues contributions
will make it possible.  To make it easier for you to remember to contribute, consider paying the
suggested annual amount ($100) now.  Or, call your bank and arrange for automatic quarterly
payments.

We haven�t raised the suggested dues amount in ten years, despite rising guard service costs,
making it even more important that each household contribute the maximum amount possible.
You can earmark your contributions for the programs you want to support.  This is your block
association.  If there are programs and activities you would like the block association to support,
please contact me or any board member.

Thank you very much.

Private Museum Tours Planned
Nancy Thompson, who works at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art and lives at 320 Riverside Dr., is offering
to lead block residents on private one-hour tours of
the museum this winter.  Nancy is offering us two
tours: ancient art�Egyptian, Roman, and Greek� her
specialty; and museum highlights.

The ancient art tour is scheduled for Friday night,
February 18, from 6:30 to 7:30.  The highlights tour is
scheduled for Friday night, March 3, also from 6:30
to 7:30.  Following the tour, you have your choice of
listening to chamber music on the balcony while sip-
ping wine or getting a bite to eat in the Met�s first
floor restaurant.

We hope you can join us for this after-work treat.
Each tour can accommodate up to 15 people. There
is a suggested contribution of $8.00 (proceeds go to
the museum).  Call Marsha Tantleff (932-9592) by Fri-
day, January 28, for reservations and information.

Regent Family Residence
Anniversary

By Sheila Garden

Volunteers of America�s Regent Family Residence cel-
ebrated the fifth anniversary on Oct. 20, 1999 with a
gathering to thank staff.  In 1994 the building suffered
under sick plumbing, inadequate security, poor sani-
tary conditions, and kitchens with no storage.  After
five years there is a beautiful transformation and I ap-
plauded at the celebration as the 104th St. Block Asso-
ciation Board Representative to the Advisory Council
since the Regent�s infamous beginnings.  Among the
year-long activities of the Regent is the summer day
camp for the children.  At Thanksgiving the Recreation
Department Staff cooked and served a family style din-
ner for 82 of the residents.
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In Memoriam
by Carol Goodfriend

The neighborhood mourns the loss
of George McMillin of 309 W 104.  He
was in the hospital for a brief illness and
died suddenly of medical complications
at the age of 70 on January 5.  George
was a devoted neighbor for 31 years, and
co-founded with me our Block Associa-
tion.  He was our first treasurer, secre-
tary, and editor of our Newsletter.

 He was a friend to many at the In-
terchurch Center where he worked for
many years, and a great lover of classi-
cal music.  His untimely death is a sad
loss to all who shared his interests and
pursuits.

As his longtime neighbor,  I arranged
a tribute to our dedicated resident.  A memorial gath-
ering was held Jan. 15 at the Interchurch Chapel at
120th St.   Many neighbors and colleagues paid tribute
to him and his nephew sang the Sounds of Silence.

Millennium Tune-Up

Create Well-Being Through Massage
Licensed Masseuse with Neighborhood Practice
Individualized Treatment/Flexible Scheduling

212-663-6409

YOUR CLOSEST SPA-LIKE EXPERIENCE
IS ONLY A BLOCK AWAY

Remembering Richard Beckhard
Dick Beckhard, a pioneer in organization develop-
ment and a neighbor at 320 Riverside for more than
20 years, died December 28 at the age of 81.  He is
survived by his wife of ten years, Sandra Barty.  At
MIT�s Sloan School of Management, Mr. Beckhard�s
early emphasis on system-wide change in organiza-
tions was the foundation for a near-fifty year career
consulting to corporations, health care organizations,
academic institutions, and foundations.  He conducted
workshops and gave speeches on managing change
around the world.

From earliest childhood, Dick spent summers in
Center Lovell, Maine on Kezar Lake and was actively
committed to protecting its watershed.  A long-time
Maine friend wrote, �He was just as comfortable talk-
ing with loggers and cabdrivers as he was with
movers and shakers.�

It was his very personal approach to his work and
to people that made him a valued  and treasured
friend.  Harvey Hornstein, a neighbor at 320 River-
side, student, colleague, and friend of 35 years said,
�When we told him we were simply unable to attend
[his tenth wedding anniversary celebration] because
of a prior commitment, he artfully re-sculpted our
schedule so that we could come to the party.  Later,
when he told me that he had very little time left and
I was crying, he hugged me, kissed me, took care of
me.  This is a relationship that doesn�t end.�

A memorial service is scheduled for Sunday, Feb-
ruary 13, at 3:00 p.m. at Trinity Church, Broadway at
Wall Street.

George McMillin
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America’s Most Photographed Trees
Aren’t Really American

by Ned Barnard

Probably the most photographed trees in the United
States are not the redwoods or the giant sequoias or
any of our other native trees but the flowering Japa-

nese cherries planted around the Tidal Basin in Washington,
DC. If you don’t believe me, go to Washington at cherry
blossom time, and you will see thousands of cameras snap-
ping away. These much photographed and well loved orna-
mental trees are descendants of the 6,000 odd cherry trees
given by Mayor Yukio Ozaki to Washington and New York
in 1912 to celebrate Japanese-American  friendship. Time
has taken its toll on the original specimens and only about 73
remain—45 of them in New York and just 28 in Washington.
Among these are the 35 Yoshino cherries standing along the
bridle on the east side of the Reservoir just south of 90th
Street. Try visiting these hoary survivors late in the day in
April during their short blooming period. Clouds of delicate
white blossoms catch the slanting rays of afternoon sun and
suffuse the bridal path with an ethereal aura of enchantment.
Or visit the New York Botanical Garden in early April. The
very large Yoshino Cherry not far from the Conservatory Gate
to the left of the path just north of the Perennial Garden Way
entrance has my vote for the most spectacular flowering tree
in the New York Metropolitan area.

Dozens of different species and varieties of ornamental
cherries are planted in New York City parks and gardens.
Descriptions of four of the most common species follow.

The YYYYYoshino Cherryoshino Cherryoshino Cherryoshino Cherryoshino Cherry (Prunus xyedoensis) is probably the
best-known ornamental cherry tree because of its prominence
among the cherries of the Tidal Basin in Washington, DC. It
grows up to 50 feet tall and wide and produces light pink
buds in mid April that open to spectacular  clouds of almond-
scented white flowers before the leaves unfold.

Another Japanese species, the Higan CherryHigan CherryHigan CherryHigan CherryHigan Cherry (Prunus
subhirtella) is one of the longest-lived ornamental cherries.
It grows to 40 feet tall and wide and produces its light pink
to whitish blossoms in April.

The Sargent CherrySargent CherrySargent CherrySargent CherrySargent Cherry (Prunus sargentii) unfurls its deli-
cate pink blossoms as the daffodils bloom. This long-lived
cherry grows to 30 feet high and presents a second display in

the fall when its leaves turn reddish-bronze, yellow, or ma-
roon. A distinguishing feature of the Sargent Cherry is its
deep reddish-brown, polished bark.

The KKKKKanzan or Kwanzan Cherryanzan or Kwanzan Cherryanzan or Kwanzan Cherryanzan or Kwanzan Cherryanzan or Kwanzan Cherry (a variety of Prunus
serrulata) provides a strong contrast to lighter-colored cherry
blossoms when in early May it flaunts its showy, double,
purplish-pink flowers. In fall the Kanzan Cherry’s leaves turn
red, and when they fall, the limbs’ shiny purplish bark, bro-
ken by encircling, horizontal dashlike lenticels, is fully re-
vealed.

Yoshino cherry leaf

Old Yoshino Cherry at the New York Botanical Garden. The
most beautiful single flowering tree in New York, I’ll wager.

Yoshino Cherries lining the Bridle Path east of the Reservoir in
early April. They are as close to heaven as you are likely to get
in Central Park.
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Calendar of Selected Events
Calendar of Selected Events

1/21 Midwinter SongFest in Straus Park.  Singing from 6:30 to
7:30 in Straus Park, followed by an indoor party.

1/22 Folk Music for Kids, The Riverside Children’s Concert Series
featuring Daniel Jenkins, banjo, Appalachian instruments, song
and folklore.  Riverside Church Assembly Hall, 11 am.  Call
870-6722 for more information.

1/26 Selected Shorts:  A celebration of the Short Story, 6:30 pm.
Symphony Space for 10 Wednesdays.  2/23 hear Sue Miller,
author of The Good Mother, Inventing the Abbots and The
Distinguished Guest.  Single tickets $18.

1/28 Masters of Persian Music, Kayhan Kalhor and Ardavan
Kamkar at Symphony Space, 8 pm.  Call 545-7536 for more
information.

2/1 Opening Night for Tuesday Night Movie Series at Symphony
Space.  Winter series presents an African Film Festival, the
spring series Pedro Almodovar and John Waters.  Tickets are
$8.  Some double features.  Call 864-1414, x402 for more
information.

2/4 Manhattan School of Music Symphony Orchestra, Glen
Cortese, conductor, playing music by Widdoes, Schwantner
and Copland.  Riverside Church on 2/4 at 8 pm.  Repeats
on 2/6 at 3 pm.  Tickets $10 Adults, $5 Senior & Students.
For tickets call 870-6784.

2/6 New York Metamorphoses Orchestra performs works by
Bach, Dutilleux and Honegger, conducted by Eugene
Sirotkin.  St. Michael’s Church, 225 W. 99th St.  5 pm.  Call
212-222-2700 for information.

2/12 Steel Drum Extravaganza.  Despers USA, a NY based
steel orchestra formed in 1976 has won Panorama
championships.  Program for children ages 4 and up,
Symphony Space, 11 am.  Tickets $8.  Make your own drum
afterwards at workshops at the Children’s Museum of New
York (CMOM) on W. 83rd St. at 1, 2, and 3 pm.  Call 864-
5400 for more information.

2/16 An Evening with Malachy McCourt.  Author Malachy
McCourt will present an evening of reading and stories in a
Riverside Drive apartment to benefit the Riverside Park
Fund.  For an invitation call 870-3070. Tickets $100.

2/17 Songs of Travel with artists Petra Lang, mezzo-soprano,
Wolfgang Holzmair, baritone, Steven Blier, pianist.  A
romantic journey through Europe with music by Mahler,
Dvorak, Vaughan Williams, Schubert, Mendelssohn, and
Krenek.  Sylvia and Danny Kaye Playhouse, 8 pm.  Tickets
$30.  Call 772-4448 for information.

Enchanting Holiday Sing

About 20 people joined together on December 15 to cre-
ate an enchanting holiday sing.  The group sang up and
down the block and at the holiday parties of 320 River-
side and 890 West End.  Much of the evening�s delight
was provided by the mandolin and guitar accompani-
ment of Tom Amenta and his brother-in-law.  The party
that followed was a delight as well, thanks to wonderful
glug from Nancy Lian, mulled cider from Barbara
Bryan, brownies from Mimi Schade, snacks from Sheila
Garden, and bonhomie supplied by the party goers.
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TREASURER’S REPORT FOR DECEMBER 1999
   Sid Herzfeld

OPENING BALANCE  12/1/99 $12,432.48

INCOME
Bank interest    4.30
Dues              1,515.00
Yard Sale Silent Auction 125.00

TOTAL INCOME              1,644.30  +1,644.30

DISBURSEMENTS
Guard Service              2,438.06
Beautification                 389.34
Office Supplies   173.20
Newsletter Production  321.65

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  3,322.25                    -3,322.25

CLOSING BALANCE    12/31/99                $10,754.53

BALANCE SHEET FOR FISCAL 1999

OPENING BALANCE, Jan. 1, 1999 $10,620.83

INCOME
Individual Dues                18,765.00
COOP Due 8,151.37
Film Grants 1,850.00
Beautification Grant    700.00
Subscriptions    545.00
Newsletter Ads 1,108.00
Bank Interest    116.88
Yard Sale 4,572.81
Curbside Cafe    310.31
Walking Tours    575.00

TOTAL INCOME                36,694.37 $36,694.37

DISBURSEMENTS
Guard Service                31,112.21
Newsletter Production 1,848.22
Plantings & Beautification 2,746.19
Fees, Permits,  Dues    165.80
Office Supplies    350.03
Time-Clock Repair    139.26
Equipment Purchase    103.65

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                36,560.67 $36,560.67

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR YEAR 2000

INCOME
Individual Contribution 20,000.00

        COOP Contributions                  10,000.00
        Yard Sale   5,000.00
        Newsletter Ads   1,000.00
         All Other                    2,000.00

TOTAL INCOME                  38,000.00  $38,000.00

DISBURSEMENTS
         Guard Service                  32,000.00
        Newsletter Production                    2,000.00
        Beautification   3,000.00
          Supplies & Misc.                    1,000.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                  38,000.00   $38,000.00

Area Entertainment for Winter Evenings
Get rid of those winter blues quickly and cheaply by listening to a
wide range of music and entertainment in the evenings at these area
restaurants and bars.

Cleopatra’s Needle Restaurant—Broadway, between 92-93rd
769-6969, Jazz or blues every night starting at 9:00, $10 minimum.

Mama Mexico—Broadway (east side) and 101st/102nd St.
864-2323, Mariachi band: Friday night starting at 7:00 Mariachi singer:
all other nights starting at 7:00, Have a drink at the bar or order dinner.

Pipe— a community cafe, Amsterdam Ave. (west side) and 108th St.
917-289-0131, Music Thursday and Friday nights from 6:30.

Smoke—Broadway (west side) and 105th/106th St.,864-6662
Jazz every night from around 9:00, Sunday to Wednesday no cover,
 $10 drink minimum,Thur. to Sat. $5-$15 cover, $10 drink minimum.

Taci—Broadway (west side) and 110th St., 678-5345,Opera arias sung
by students from the Manhattan School of Music, Wednesday, Friday,
Saturday from 10:30, No cover.
Underground Lounge, Corner of West End Ave. and 107th St.
531-4759, ; no cover except for Saturday. Tuesday: jazz, Thursday:
comedy, Friday: open mike (music, comedy, poetry, whatever),
Saturday: comedy.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSNEIGHBORHOOD NEWSNEIGHBORHOOD NEWSNEIGHBORHOOD NEWSNEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

RENT ISSUES.  In March the vote to renew rent control and rent
stabilization will occur.  Block residents interested in the issue are
encouraged to contact Peter Vallone at City Hall, tel 212-788-7210, fax
212-788-7207.  Volunteers for the phone bank should call Miriam
Serrano at 212-695-8922, x 314.

BLOCK RESIDENTS IN THE ARTS.  David Jenkins of 309 W 104 has
a role in “Wrong Mountain” at the Eugene O’Neill Theatre, 230 W 45th

St.  Michael Graves of 320 RSD is playing in “The Idiot” at the Theater
for the New City, 155 First Ave. at 10th St.  Steven Blier of 320 RSD is
co-artistic director for the New York Festival of Song with a series of
concerts at the Sylvia & Danny Kaye Playhouse and Weill Hall at
Carnegie Hall.  (See 2/17 in Calendar of Events).

First New York Hydrocarbon Machine
Same Day Service    Plant on Premises

Expert Tailoring

2475 Broadway (Bet 101 & 102) New York, NY 10025

(212)  666-7234                    Mon-Fri  7:00 AM - 7:00 PM
 Free Pick-up Delivery          Sat. 7:00 AM - 6:30 PM

RIVERSIDE PRINTING SERVICE

239 WEST 105TH STREET

212 222–5374

HOURS
MON–THUR      8  AM–8  PM
FRI                    8  AM–5  PM
SUN                 10  AM–5 PM

7 C

COPIES
NO MINIMUM

AT ANYTIME

8 1/2 x 11 BLACK & WHITE

         MACHINE-FED

/
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Dues  1st Quarter 1/00  - 3/00
Please allocate my contribution to:

_____Security  _____Beautification  _____Social  ____Newsletter  _____Board Discretion

Name__________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________Apt. No.____________

 Make checks payable to West 104th Street Block Association Inc.

Mail to our treasurer: Sid Herzfeld, 895 WEA., Apt.5D New York, NY 10025
or drop off at

315 RSD: Steinhardt, Apt. 18B,  320 RSD: Elwert, Apt. 9D,
 905 WEA: Bryan Apt. 141,  309 W 104th: Deegan, Apt. 5B

104th St. Gardeners will Adopt Sick Indoor Plants
by Ira Gershenhorn

Are some of your recently acquired miniature roses and evergreens doing poorly
in the challenging climatic conditions of your apartment?  Please consider do-
nating them to your local outdoor gardens.  Here are some options.

1. Abdicate all responsibility and give them to me to plant at a location I
choose.

2. Together we agree on a place and time to plant them (e.g. Annuals must
really try to hang on till March; evergreens might survive going in now with a
little hardening up; about roses - I�ll ask around) and I plant them.

3. Same as two, but you plant them.

You can even VISIT and MAINTAIN THEM YOURSELF outside!  And it�s even
possible to get them back for the following winter (if they don�t get stolen).

While miniature roses and evergreens are of particular interest, other plants
which might do well outside (e.g. ivy) would also be considered.

Interested?  Please call me, Ira Gershenhorn of 320 RSD, at 749-7170.

Newsletter Subscriptions
An annual subscription to the newsletter is a thoughtful gift for friends and
relatives near and far who are interested in life on our block.  The cost is
$5.00 payable to the West 104th St. Block Association, provide the name
and mailing address of the recipient, and mail to Sid Herzfeld, 895 West
End Ave., #5D, New York, NY 10025.

We have T-shirts with our distinctive man-in-the-moon design for sale in
all child and adult sizes.  They’re 100% cotton and make great gifts.
Child size shirts are $8; adult size shirts are $10.  Call Teresa Elwert at
866-4260.

    Amount of check_______________
(Suggested Amount:  $ 25.00)

Block Association T-Shirts for Sale


