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West 104th Street
BLOCK ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                      July 2016
EDITOR: Trudie Grace

My Photographic Safari to Kenya
By Marlene Schonbrun

Last September, I got to ful�ll one of the items 
on my “bucket list” for over thirty years—a 
photographic safari to Africa. Belonging to 

a camera club with members who travel all over 
the world gave me incentive and the motivation 
to seriously consider it. A friend and I went with 
a small group led by two photographers, John and 
Barbara Gerlach, who used a travel agency called 
International Expeditions. We visited Kenya, which 
is a little smaller than Texas, with much of its land 
either semi-desert or arid.

Preparing for the trip was no simple matter. In 
addition to learning about the culture, animals, 

and conservation of the areas we would be visiting, 
we needed to get a prescription for malaria pills from an infectious disease doctor, get 
inoculated against yellow fever, and purchase enough photographic equipment, several 
lenses, and memory cards to last the entire trip. We were also told to buy fragrance-
free products.

Our accommodations were deluxe tented camps or a lodge. Tents are canvas with a 
thatched roof, double sinks, a bathroom, and a shower. Electricity was shut o� a�er mid-
night, but we were provided with �ashlights. Although my pre-trip fears included getting 
bitten by mosquitoes or having a snake crawl into my tent, I did not see a single mosquito 
or snake the entire trip! We did, however, have to deal with the omnipresent monkeys, 
who love to get into the tents. We had to close the double zippers and put a table against it 
to keep them out. One time, my friend saw a monkey peering down at her from the top 
of the tent. �ey are as curious about us as we are about them. Sometimes while we were 
eating, we would dine with the monkeys. And we dined on very tasty and wonderfully 
prepared food with all kinds of fruits and vegetables washed with sterile water.

Within Kenya, our group traveled in a caravan of �ve land rovers. Each vehicle had 
three people and a driver. Usually each vehicle holds up to nine observers; but, because 
we were photographers, we needed access to both sides of the vehicle. We le� our 
camp or lodge before sunrise because that is when the animals are more active, and be-
cause the light is spectacular for photographing. �e sta� brought hot tea or co�ee to 
our tent before we le�, and a boxed breakfast was brought along, which we ate around 
10:00 a.m. We returned to camp around 12:30 for lunch, and rest time, although I usu-
ally downloaded images from our morning shoot. We le� again late in the a�ernoon 
for our second tour of the day because at sunset the animals are more visible. �ey 
sleep or rest during the heat of the day.

Safaris are not strenuous because you’re in a vehicle most of the day, but the roads 
are not paved, and there are a lot of bumps, potholes, dirt mounds, underbrush, and 
hippo pools to get through. �ere is a lot of dust, and the vehicles are open, so I used 
some medication that someone else in the group brought along to settle my stomach.

By Je� Howitt

At the Twenty-Seventh Annual West 104th Street 
Yard Sale on September 24, you and your fam-
ily can join with more than 1,500 neighbors 

to celebrate our community and to enjoy unparalleled 
bargain hunting, live music, and a chance to win a ra�e 
worth hundreds (thousands?) of dollars.

From 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., you will �nd both sides 
of the West 104th Street lined with more than 60 stalls 
where neighbors will welcome your bid on second-hand 
treasures retrieved from the darkest corners of their 
closets. You will turn back the clock and revive forgot-
ten memories, as you leisurely examine vintage jewelry, 
clothing, books, games, kitchen gadgets, toys, and other 
household items.

For more bargain hunting, you can explore the follow-
ing stands sponsored by our Block Association:

* “What-A-Bargain.” Uncover the unique knick-
knack that will end hassles in the kitchen and will 
start conversations in the dining room. Dig your way 
through table a�er table cluttered with pre-owned bar-
gains, including jewelry, kitchenware, toys, unopened 
personal care products, embroidery kits, and unclassi�-
able tchotchkes priced from $1 to $20.

* Book Sale. Find the last pristine copy of the �rst 
book that changed your life. Browse a large selection of 
used volumes, including novels, plays, poetry, history, 
biography, children’s books, cookbooks, atlases, and 
dictionaries, as well as CDs.

* Silent Auction. Bid on antiques, vintage collectibles, 
artwork, theater tickets, household items in their origi-
nal boxes, services (piano lessons, baking, etc.), and gi� 
certi�cates from restaurants and stores.

* Bake Sale. Buy your family’s dessert from a selection 
of the tastiest masterpieces ever to emerge from a neigh-
borhood oven, including cookies, cakes, pies, snacks, 
�nger food, and other original creations.

When you need a break from the hunt, you can tap 

27th Annual West 104th Street 
Yard Sale is Coming

continued on page 3 continued on page 3

SPOTLIGHT Hunt Bargains and 
Celebrate Our Community

The author with a Masaai Mara 
child and his goat



West 104 Newsletter • July 2016  2  www.bloomingdale.org

W 104 ST BLOCK ASSN FINANCIAL REPORT
 
June 2016
Opening Balance   $23,757.56
 
Income
 Dues     740.00
 Newsletter ads     80.00
 Interest      .04 
 Total    +820.04   
 
Expenses
 Guard service      1306.20
 Misc.             20.50
 Total    -1326.70  
 
Closing Balance (3/31/16)     +23,250.90
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Local Events Check-In ..........................  p. 6
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Contributors to the June issue:
Barbara Boynton, Trudie Grace, Je� Howitt, Mary Koval, 
Nancy Lian, Hanna Rubin, Marlene Schonbrun, 
Jon Smith, Patricia Weich

 West 104th Street Block Association Board
President Mary Koval  895 WEA,     212.866.3556
VP Gary Waskow  320 RSD,      212.932.9082
Secretary Trudie Grace   308 W 104, 212.222.2303
Treasurer Barbara Boynton  905 WEA,     212.864.1011

Members
Barbara Bryan  315 RSD,  212.864.5663
Alex Grannis  895 WEA,  212.316.1644
Jeff Howitt  315 RSD,  212.866.5569
Nancy Lian  320 RSD,  212.316.6112
Joyce Mann  309 W 104,  212.721.6341
Martin Mann  309 W 104,  212.721.6341
Lynn Max  315 RSD,  212.666.3129
Hanna Rubin  315 RSD,  212.865.4579
Larry Stern  315 RSD,  212.794.2288
Steven Zirinsky  315 RSD,  212.866.6732
Emeritus Sid Herzfeld  895 WEA,  212.749.0085

Photos by 
Marlene Schonbrun, 

taken in Samburu 
National Reserve. 

See page 1 for 
details.
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your foot to live music performed by seasoned New York musicians. 
Don’t forget to load up on tickets for our famous 50/50 ra�e. Last 
year’s winner took home a check for $1,227.50!

You and your neighbors make possible this annual celebration 
through your participation and generosity. Although the Yard Sale is 
weeks away, you can start to prepare today. Cull your library shelves, 
dust o� the little used items in your drawers and closets, review your 
favorite dessert recipes, and consider your options.

Vending Slot Rentals: Relieve apartment clutter and earn extra 
cash. Reserve one or more 10 x 10 foot vending spaces where you 
can display your gently used clothing, jewelry, and household items. 
Please log onto www.boomingdale.org/vendor.htm or call Gary Was-
kow at 212-932-9082 a�er August 1.

“What-a-Bargain”: Collect the forgotten treasures hiding around 
your apartment, pack them in bags marked “Yard Sale,” and arrange a 
delivery time between September 9 and 22 by contacting Joyce Mann at 
joycemann2@gmail.com or 212-721-6341. Back up contact: 516-238-

4609 or 516-330-5397. (Please, no exercise or computer equipment.)
Book Sale: Pack your neglected volumes in bags marked “Yard 

Sale,” and leave them with the 320 RSD doorman between September 
9 and 22. (Please, no textbooks, journals, magazines, theses, LPs or 
books about baby care, computers, or self-help.)

Silent Auction: Please contact Hanna Rubin at 212-865-4579 or 
Hanna.Rubin@verizon.net.

Bake Sale: Please call Alex Grannis at 212-316-1644.
Donate your time: Do you have an hour to lend a hand at the Silent 

Auction, “What-a-Bargain,” Book Sale, Bake Sale, or set up and break 
down. Please contact Mary Koval at mtkoval@aol.com, 212-866-3556 
or 917-969-1984.

One hundred percent of your donation bene�ts our neighborhood. 
One hundred percent of your purchases help ensure a safe, well-
maintained block with a helpful guard, seasonal �owers, and trees 
providing summer shade.

See you at the Yard Sale on September 24!

It is amazing to see all the species share their space in harmony in their 
natural environment without bars or glass or small enclosures. Of course 
harmony ends when an animal hunts or is being hunted. I knew I did not 
want to look at one animal killing another, nor take pictures of this, yet 
found myself being able to tolerate the stalking. I surprised myself by be-
ing able to watch the animal eat its prey and to be able to photograph this.

Our group visited three very di�erent game reserves. Samburu is 
considered the most 
picturesque and lush. 
While there, we saw 
Grevy’s zebras, ostriches, 
gerunuks, olive baboons, 
dik-diks, and reticulated 
gira�es, among other 
creatures. We also visited 
the Samburu tribesmen, 
who are related to the 
Maasai. �e men are 
famous for their high 
jumping dances. We 
were told that those who 
jump the highest are 
considered the healthi-
est and therefore the most desirable. �e women wear layers of beads in 
choker fashion around their necks. It is a polygamous society.

�e next reserve was Lake Nakuru National Park, o�en called the 
greatest ornithological spectacle in the world and known for its millions of 
pink �amingoes and white pelicans. Unfortunately, most of the �amin-
goes had gone elsewhere because decreased water levels have reduced 
algae, which is the main food for �amingoes. So, we only saw a few 
hundred. But we saw endangered black and white rhinos, the Rothschild 
gira�e, gazelles, impalas, common zebras, African bu�alo, Eland water-
buck, and leopards.

�e last game reserve was Maasai Mara. It is home to what is known 
as “�e Big 5,” meaning lions, elephants, leopards, bu�alos, and rhinos. 
We also saw cheetahs and spotted hyenas and were fortunate enough to 
witness the famous migration across the Mara River, which I termed “the 
river of danger.” �e animals eat all the vegetation on one side of the river 

and must cross in order to �nd food elsewhere. Di�erent species cross 
at the same time. We saw wildebeests, zebras, and topis. �ey sense the 
potential danger facing them, so they take hours or days or weeks to jump 
in and swim across, hoping to avoid the crocodiles waiting underwater. It 
was a very emotional experience for me to witness this.

�e Masaai people herd cattle, sheep, goats, and donkeys. �ey have a 
mystical attitude towards their cattle, which are used as payment, the es-

tablishment of marriage 
bonds, and for sacri�ces 
for important ceremo-
nial occasions. Women 
milk them, and the 
men protect them from 
danger. �ey are rarely 
eaten for their meat and 
slaughtered only if there 
is a food shortage.

Unfortunately, Kenya 
has su�ered from a 
drop in tourism in 
recent years because 
of security concerns, 
so I was pleased to see 

very tight security in all the places we stayed. �ere were many armed 
guards when entering any reserve or lodge, and on the highway there 
were also many checkpoints. �e local Kenyan people we encoun-
tered were warm and welcomed conversation. Especially memorable 
was the time I got out of our vehicle to stretch my legs (at a gas 
station) and didn’t realize my expensive prescription sunglasses had 
fallen o� where I had placed them to take photographs. I got back 
into the vehicle when suddenly there was a tap on the window and 
a man on a motorcycle was holding up my sunglasses. How lovely 
of this stranger to go out of his way to return them. �is is one of 
the reasons I decided to write and speak about my trip. I promised 
the Kenyan people I met that I would encourage people to visit this 
amazing part of Africa. If this short article entices you to think about 
traveling there, and you want further information, I’d be happy to 
discuss it: marlenesch7@gmail.com.

Yard Sale, continued from page 1

Africa, continued from page 1

Flamingoes in Lake Nakuru National Park. Photo by Marlene Schonbrun.
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We thank Jon Smith for his skills in layout for out newsletter from February 2013 to April 2016. He 
was born in Manhattan, moved to Westchester when he was eight, attended Alfred University in upstate 
New York, and in 1976 moved back to the Upper West Side. He has lived here ever since and moved to 
our block in 1989. He is a recording engineer-sound designer and got his start in the 1970s at the Hit 
Factory Recording Studios. He has been making music and audio sound beautiful every since. Now he 
works at home and has had an increasing load of recording and mixing �lms, TV shows, and records. 
�is workload has claimed more and more of his time, and we gratefully and regretfully announce his 
resignation from the Block Board. We wish him well in his busy ventures, and thank him for his years 
of service in making the newsletter look great!

My husband, our son, and I have been resi-
dents of West 104th Street since 1978. Sadly, 
my husband, Martin J. Weich, M.D., passed 
away suddenly, on April 18, 2016.

My husband was a psychiatrist and psycho-
analyst in private practice on the Upper West 
Side, until his death. He was born and raised 
in Newark, New Jersey, the youngest of three 
boys, all of whom attended Weequahic High 
School. Martin then went to Newark Rutgers 
College, a�er which he furthered his educa-
tion at New York Medical College, where he 
earned his medical degree. He did his intern-
ship and residency at Lenox Hill Hospital 
and his psychoanalytic training at Downstate 
Psychiatric Institute and New York University 
Hospital (now Langone) where he contin-
ued his professional and teaching a�liations 
throughout the remainder of his life.

At age eleven, Martin lost his adored, nineteen-year-old brother, 
when his plane was shot down during World War II. �is devasta-
tion to my husband and his family perhaps helped foster Martin’s 
desire to help people during times of emotional anguish, thus lead-
ing the way to his interest in the human mind and emotions.

At age nineteen, Martin played alto sax 
and clarinet and sang at various hotels in the 
Catskills in a band he formed called, “�e 
Knights of Notes.” He was a linguist, painter, 
playwright, musician, singer, songwriter, and 
lyricist. A reading of his co-authored musical 
play, “Birthrights,” was performed several 
years ago at the Henry Street Settlement 
House to rave reviews. Martin had many of 
his papers and theories published in scienti�c 
and medical journals, such as PANY and the 
Psychiatric Quarterly.

My husband was the most kind, com-
passionate, and selfless person I have ever 
known. This not only extended to our 
son, Graig, and to me, but to our respec-
tive families, friends, and to his patients as 
well.

Martin loved this neighborhood and 
befriended many of its residents. He enjoyed movies, eating at 
“Toast” and other outdoor cafes, looking out over the Hudson, 
and absorbing our quiet, historical neighborhood. He was a 
treasure who added light and joy to us all. We are crushed by this 
profound loss.

Obituary: Dr. Martin J. Weich, M.D.

By Patricia and Graig Weich

Jesse I Berger, MBA 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 
The Lower-Stress Broker sm 

1995 Broadway, 4th Floor 
New York, NY  10023 
646.505.6992   e-fax: 646.497.5145 
JIBERGER@elliman.com 
www.elliman.com 

We fully support Fair Housing, both in the spirit and the letter of the law. 

Thanks to Jon Smith for Work on Newsletter
By Nancy Lian
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Community Corner
Neighborhood Incidents

Our block security guard, Osbourne �omas, intervened in 
an altercation between a woman and four men. �e incident oc-
curred on 104th Street near West End Ave. in the evening hours. 
�e men appeared to be harassing the woman over a parking 
space. �e woman, obviously frightened, retreated to her car. 
Osbourne called the police and watched the men to ensure the 
woman came to no harm prior to the arrival of the police.

�e incident illustrates Osbourne’s role as a block security 
guard. He is to observe activities on the block and call 911 when 
needed. �e security guard patrols our block from 4 p.m. to mid-
night, six days per week. Your contributions to the block associa-
tion help us maintain this schedule.

�e block security guard is not only a deterrent to crime but a 
friendly face as you head home. Please give Osbourne your thanks 
for his work in ensuring the safety of our block.

NYC Parks and Recreation Department’s 
Proposed Reconstruction of Bus Stops 

Our Community Board 7 passed a resolution in May approving 
the New York City Parks Department’s proposal to relocate the bus 
stops along Riverside Drive from West 97th Street to West 129th 
Street.

�e plan will improve pedestrian safety at bus stops by repairing 
pavements and curbs to avoid tripping and falls. �e bus stops will 
also be compliant with the new American Disability Act guide-
lines by installing ramps. �e stops are being relocated where they 
overlap with pedestrian crosswalks and will provide safe vehicular 
navigation around the stopped buses.

For our neighborhood, this plan will move the Riverside/104th 
Street bus stop to Riverside/103rd Street. �ere are no plans to place 
benches at the 103rd location at this time. Many of you expressed 
concerns over the proposed changes; but, despite hearing these con-
cerns from our residents, the proposal was nearly unanimously ap-
proved by the Community Board 7 members. �e community board 
members cited the overall safety of pedestrians and the disabled as 
the reasoning behind the approval. �ere is no word yet on when 
the project will begin.

Block Association Board Members Wanted!  
If you would like to become more involved in our neighborhood, 

we need you! �ere are currently two openings on the board. �e 
board meets monthly, every second Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. for one and 
a half hours. �is is your chance to give back your neighborhood 
and express your ideas and recommendations.

Not sure? Come to a meeting, and observe the proceedings. We 
are sure you will be hooked! Contact Mary Koval at mtkoval@aol.
com if you are interested in attending a meeting.

Tri-Bloomingdale Activity Bird Watching 
Group a Success!                                         

A collaborative e�ort by the West 104th Street Block Association, 
the West 102/103 Block Association and Bloomingdale Aging in 
Place, hence Tri-Bloomingdale, formed a bird watching group led by 
avid bird watcher Miriam Rakowski. �e group met in May for the 
migration period, and many of our residents enjoyed several outings 
watching our �ne feathered friends in Central Park. We hope to o�er 
this excursion again during migration seasons.

Other Tri-Bloomingdale Activities include Networking in the 
Neighborhood for solo proprietors running businesses from their 
home. �e group meets monthly to share experiences and best prac-
tices and has been ongoing for one year. �e Sunday Brisk Walk, led 
by block resident Teresa Elwert, is another Tri-Bloomingdale activity 
that has met with great success. �e group meets every Sunday at 
8:30 a.m. and embarks on a brisk sixty-minute walk through Central 
Park. 

�ese groups are open to all residents of the block association and 
are free. One does not have to attend every session in order to join 
the groups.  

If you have an interest in any of these groups or would like to start 
your own group, such as one for evening walks, strolls through Central 
Park, children reading in the park, or visits to the dog run with other 
owners, please contact Mary Koval at mtkoval@aol.com.
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Summer is here, and our block is looking beautiful thanks to the 
recently installed plants, refurbishing of the tree guards, and the new 
tree along 104th Street.

Urban Explorations, Inc., a professional urban landscaping company 
hired by the block association planted angel begonias, ivy, large coleus, and 
some additional hosta. Many of our perennials returned with a �ourish, 
among them bleeding heart and hosta. We are limited to a few varieties of 
�ora since our block is windblown from the west and is shady. �e plants 
you see today did very well last year despite the unique block conditions so 
the block association opted to stay with the same varieties.  

Our board member Larry Stern worked with the New York City 
Parks Department to replace the tree removed last winter. �e new 
tree, planted in the tree well on the south side of 104th, is a bloodgood 
planetree. �e bloodgood planetree, a selection of the tough London 
planetree, is widely planted in urban areas and is a large shade tree with a 
broad open crown and bark that exfoliates to reveal patches that may be 
creamy white, yellow, or olive colored. �e signature ornamental feature 
of this huge tree is its brown bark, which exfoliates in irregular pieces to 
reveal creamy white inner bark. Bloodgood has dark green foliage and is 
reported to have some resistance to the problematic anthracnose disease 
of sycamores. 

Larry Stern also re-planted our perennials that were dug up during the 
installation of the tree. 

�e trees are healthy and vibrant thanks to the deep root fertilization 
of the trees and the pruning of non-vital tree branches made possible by 
the block association. While the block trees are the city’s responsibility, 
the NYC Parks Department is severely understa�ed and under-budgeted 
and will not provide routine maintenance of the trees unless it poses an 
imminent danger to pedestrians and vehicles.

In order to keep our trees healthy and vibrant, the block associa-

tion, led by Larry Stern, retained the services of Bartlett Tree Experts, Inc. 
to provide the spring and fall fertilization and pruning of the trees. Please 
give Larry Stern a big thanks for spearheading the block tree initiative.

Our tree guards took a beating these past two winters and the block 
association has arranged for a metal worker, �rees Robb, to give them 
a “faceli�.” Ms. Robb will sand the peeling areas of the guards, apply a 
primer which is white in color, and �nally paint the guards black. Ms. 
Robb has quite an extensive background with working with metal and is 
also a metal sculptor. When the project is completed, the tree guards will 
complement the beautiful plants and trees.

�is is your block and your tree wells! Help keep the plants and trees 
healthy and the tree guards looking great by respecting the tree wells. Do 
not throw trash in the wells, curb your dogs, do not chain bicycles to the 
tree guards, and ask your building maintenance sta� to water the plants 
frequently during the summer months. Together we can make a di�erence!

A main component of the West 104th Street Block Association’s mis-
sion is beauti�cation. All of these projects are made possible by contribu-
tions from our residents. If you have contributed, WE THANK YOU! If 
you have not contributed, please take a moment to consider how beauti-
ful our block is as you walk home and CONTRIBUTE TODAY!

Our Neighborhood 
Planting Update
By Mary Koval

In lieu of the usual Calendar of Events in our newsletter, the list 
below will help you reach websites of various nearby venues which 
o�er many performances and activities.
1. Bloomingdale School of Music, at 323 W. 108th Street. It o�ers 
free faculty concerts every week. www.bsmny.org
2. Nicholas Roerich Museum, at 319 W. 107th Street. It maintains a 
regular schedule of free summer concerts. www.roerich.org
3. �e Cathedral of St. John the Divine, at 1047 Amsterdam Av-
enue. It o�ers tours, children’s activities, and Sunday organ concerts. 
www.stjohndivine.org
4. Bloomingdale Library, at 150 West 100th Street, between Am-
sterdam and Columbus, closed Sunday. It o�ers classes and other 
activities for children and adults. www.nypl.org

5. Riverside Park. �e Riverside Park Conservancy o�ers many ac-
tivities for children and adults, including “Summer on the Hudson.” 
www.riversideparknyc.org
6. Symphony Space, at 2537 Broadway, southwest corner of 95th 
Street, o�ers many concerts, �lm screenings, poetry readings, and 
children’s events. www.symphonyspace.org
If you would like us to resume our usual Calendar of Events or have 
related suggestions, I would appreciate hearing from you! Please 
contact me at mtkoval@aol.com.
�e block association also sends out periodic email blasts which 
list upcoming events and neighborhood updates. Not receiving the 
emails? Please send your email address to mtkoval@aol.com. 
We do not share email addresses. 

 Calendar of Events

Angel begonias flourish in the tree gardens: visit our new 
blooded plane tree.
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BLOOMINGDALE AGING IN PLACE (BaiP) 
Bloominplace.org
BAiP is an intergenerational volunteer 
network of neighbors working to help older 
residents to continue living at home safely 
and comfortably. BAiP sponsors social and 
cultural activities, provides educational tools, 
and a helping hand for those in need through 
its Neighbor-to-Neighbor (N2N) program. 
The latter takes the form of providing help 
going places, running errands, light 
shopping, accompaniment at home or 
outdoors, and information. If you want to 
contact N2N for this kind of assistance, or to 
talk about volunteering, e-mail: 
N2N@bloominplace.org, or call: 
212.842.8831 to leave a message with your 
contact information. Either way, a BAiP 
member will respond promptly.
Computer Consultant/PC Doctor
Computers repaired, maintained, viruses 
removed, junk mail controlled. Advice to 
repair or buy. I do Windows! Contact Greg 
Williams, block resident at 212.749.2398, 
917.771.2929, or prosolutions@stny.rr.com,
Mathematics Tutoring 
Former Bronx HS of Science teacher SAT, 
SHSAT, GRE, LSAT logic games 
Henry 212-666-0396

QuickBooks Consultant/Professional 
Organizer
Accounting, business and personal finances, 
home and file organization. Contact Ellen 
Curtis at 212.749.2398, 607.829.5631, or 
EC4QBooks@aol.com.
Pet sitting
Experienced, responsible, caring pet sitter. I 
take care of your pets like they are my own!  
Dogs, cats, small animals, birds, reptiles, 
fish. Very reasonable rates. Call Tova at 
212-662-5143 or email tgetoff@gmail.com.
Writer/Editor
Professional writer & Faulkner finalist 
available for critiques, editing & as a writing 
tutor. Contact Pat at: 212-615-6927

Your Neighborhood Service Publicized 
FREE!
Publicize your neighborhood service (babysitting, 
dog walking, apartment cleaning, etc.) free in the 
newsletter and on our web site for one year, 
renewable. To submit an ad mail/deliver this 
information to Jon Smith, 320 RSD or send to 
104thstreetba@gmail.com
For our records: Your name and mailing address
For publication: Your name, contact method 
(phone  or email address), description of your 
service

Call for Safe Escort 
Home With Block 

Guard

Security Guard Phone Number:

347-723-1517

If you’re ever coming home 
at night and you’d like to 
have an escort, please don’t 
hesitate to call Osbourne 
Thomas, our security guard. 
He has a special phone for 
these times, and he will 
come to meet you either on 
West End Avenue or 
Riverside Drive and walk 
with you to your home.

The block association board 
meets once a month. 

We enjoy having residents 
attend  the meetings.

Please let us know if you would 
like to attend one and we will 

send you an invitation.
104thstreetba@gmail.com

2016 1st Quarter Dues:

Please allocate my contribution to:                                       Amount of check: ____________

___Security ___Beautification ___Social ___Newsletter ___Board Decision (Suggested amt: $35/quarter or $140/year)

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________   Apt. No._____________________

E-mail Address_____________________________________________  Phone_____________________________
(For internal use only. The Block Assn. will not sell, exchange, or lend your e-mail address to any outside parties.)

Suggestions for the block:_________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to West 104th Street Block Association Inc.
Please send to our treasurer: Barbara Boynton: 905 WEA, #71, NY, NY 10025 or leave with one of the following:

T. Grace: 308 W. 104, Apt 1A G. Waskow: 320 RSD, Apt. 8G
M. Koval: 895 WEA, 6D  J. Howitt: 315 RSD, Apt. 8C
M. Mann: 309 W. 104, Apt 3A

Children’s Book Drive: Sponsored by Assemblymember Daniel 
O’Donnell

The West 104th Street Block Association would like to support Assemblymember Daniel 
O’Donnell in his annual Children’s Book Drive.

Please bring your gently used, or new books for children ages 5–18 years to Mary Koval, 
895 West End Ave, Apt. 6D, OR directly to Daniel O’Donnell’s office at 245 W. 104th Street 
between WEA and Broadway.

Books will be accepted from now until March 3 and will be donated to the NYC Public 
Schools.

BLOOMINGDALE AGING IN PLACE 
(BaiP) Bloominplace.org
BAiP is an intergenerational volunteer
network of neighbors working to help 
older residents to continue living at home 
safely and comfortably. BAiP sponsors 
social and cultural activities, provides 
educational tools, and a helping hand for 
those in need through its Neighbor-to-
Neighbor (N2N) program.
�e latter takes the form of providing help
going places, running errands, light
shopping, accompaniment at home or
outdoors, and information. If you want to
contact N2N for this kind of assistance, or 
to talk about volunteering, e-mail:
N2N@bloominplace.org, or call:
212.842.8831 to leave a message with your
contact information. Either way, a BAiP
member will respond promptly.

COMPUTER CONSULTANT/PC DOCTOR
Computers repaired, maintained, viruses
removed, junk mail controlled. Advice to
repair or buy. I do Windows! Con-
tact Greg Williams, block resident at 
212.749.2398, 917.771.2929, 
or prosolutions@stny.rr.com, 

MATHEMATICS TUTORING
Former Bronx HS of Science teacher SAT,
SHSAT, GRE, LSAT logic games
Henry 212-666-0396

QUICKBOOKS CONSULTANT/
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER 
Accounting, business and personal 
�nances, home and �le organization. 
Contact Ellen Curtis at 212.749.2398, 
607.829.5631, or EC4QBooks@aol.com.

PET SITTING 
Experienced, responsible, caring pet sitter. 
I take care of your pets like they are my 
own! Dogs, cats, small animals, birds, 
reptiles, �sh. Very reasonable rates. Call 
Tova at 212-662-5143 or email 
tgeto�@gmail.com.

WRITER/EDITOR
Professional writer & Faulkner �nalist
available for critiques, editing & as a writ-
ing tutor. Contact Pat at: 212-615-6927

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE 
PUBLICIZED FREE!
Publicize your neighborhood service 
(babysitting, dog walking, apartment 
cleaning, etc.) free in the newsletter and 
on our web site for one year, renewable. 
To submit an ad mail/deliver this infor-
mation to Jon Smith, 320 RSD or send to
104thstreetba@gmail.com

For our records: Your name and mailing 
address
For publication: Your name, contact 
method (phone or email address), de-
scription of your service.

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES


